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If you have questions or need assistance, contact the office nearest you.

Richmond Headquarters
PO.Box 11104, 4010 West Broad St.
Richmond, VA 23230-1104
(804) 367-1000; (804) 367-1278 V/TDD
To reach Law Enforcement 24 hours: (804) 367-1258

Fredericksburg - Region 5

1320 Belman Road
Fredericksburg, VA 22401
(540) 899-4169

-ARLINGTON

Verona - Region 4
P.O.Box 996,517 Lee Highway

Verona, VA 24482
(540) 248-9360

Marion - Region 3 Forest - Region 2 Charles City - Region 1
1796 Highway Sixteen 1132 Thomas Jefferson Road 3801 John Tyler Memorial Hwy.
Marion, VA 24354 Forest, VA 24551-9223 Charles City, VA 23030
(276) 783-4860 (434) 525-7522 (804) 829-6580

Additional Contacts

U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service Department of Conservation and Recrestion
Law Enforcement Reservation Center
804-771-2883 800-933-7275
804-771-2280 VirginiaMarine Resources Commission
U. S. Forest Service 757-247-2200
George Washington and Jefferson Forest 757-247-2292 VTDD
e o0 Report WildlifeViolations
1-800-237-5712
VirginiaDepartment of Forestry
Charlottesville Office
434-977-6555

The sale of advertising paid a large portion of the cost of this publication. The Department of Game and Inland Fisheries neither
endorses the products or services offered in the advertising, nor accepts any liability from the use of such products or services.
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Mission Statement

Tomanage Mrginia'swildlifeandinland fish

to maintain optimum populations of all species

to servethe needs of the Commonweal th;
to provide opportunity for all to enjoy wildlife,
inland fish, boating and related outdoor recreation;

to promote safety for personsand propertyin
connection with boating, hunting and fishing.

Thisprogram received Federal financial assistance
in Sport Fish and/or Wildlife Restoration. Under
TitleVI of the 1964 Civil RightsAct, Section 504
of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Titlell of the
Americanswith DisabilitiesAct of 1990, theAge
Discrimination Act of 1975, Title1X of the Educa
tion Amendmentsof 1972, the U.S. Department of
the Interior prohibits discrimination on the basis of
race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability. If
you believethat you have been discriminated
againstin any program, activity or facility as
described above, or if you desirefurther informa:
tion please writeto the Officefor Human
Resources, U.S. Fishand Wildlife Service, 4401 N.
Fairfax Drive, Mail Stop 2000, Arlington, VA
22203.

About the Department

Serving the outdoor publicfor 91 years, the VirginiaDepartment of
Gameand Inland Fisheries continuesto moveforward with renewed
vigor and an encouraging sense of accomplishment.

Thanksto the efforts of the Department’swildlife biol ogistsand
gamewardens, the state boasts adeer population of nearly onemillion
animalsand themost liberal deer hunting seasonsever known inthe Com-
monwealth. Last season huntersharvested over 200,000 deer. Turkey and
bear populationsare a so higher than any time since people have been
keeping such records.

It takeswork to maintain aplentiful supply of wildlife. Multiple
wildlife projectsare ongoing, and hundreds of jobs happen every day that
often go unnoticed. The Department maintainsover 1,000 milesof road
and keeps up with morethan 5,000 informational signs, along with nearly
200,000 acres of land on 36 management areasthat are kept openandin
good condition for public use. The Department a so works cooperatively
withtheU.S. Forest Serviceto help manageover oneand ahalf million
acresof wildlife habitat on National Forest landsinVirginia.

Abigpartof Virginia'swildlifeabundance resultsfrom thework of
Virginiagame wardens. Wardensannually check over 54,000 hunters,
morethan 75,000 anglers, and at least 30,000 boatersasthey patrol over
3millionmilesannually. Effective July 1, 2007, Virginid sgamewardens
will have anew name. The sworn officersinthe Law Enforcement Divi-
sion of the VirginiaDepartment of Gameand Inland Fisherieswill be
called*conservation police officers.” TheVirginiaGeneral Assembly
approved the changeat their recent session. The name changeisintended
to clarify theauthority of these officerswho havefull police powersand
statewidejurisdiction.

Virginia sHunter Education programisrecognized asone of the best
inthe nation with morethan 15,000 students certified each year. Hunter
Education courses are taught free of charge throughout the Common-
weslth by game wardensand over 700 volunteer instructors.

All of thiswork to keep wildlifeabundant in Virginiaispaidfor by
the hunters and anglersthemsel ves. The Department receivesthe majority
of itsfundsfrom hunting and fishing licenses and boat titling and registra:
tionfees.

Besureto buy your hunting license before going afield. Wewish you
safehunting.

DL, Virginia's Wildlife
N, @ Restoration Program
& g and You
d}' S Huntersand tr Screate many opportuni-

ORN u apper y opportuni

tiesfor Virginiansto enjoy exceptional hunting, trap-
ping and wildlifewatching. Through the Federd Assistancein Wildlife
Restoration program, you help the Virginia Department of Gameand
Inland Fisheriesmakewildlife oriented outdoor recrestion even better each
timeyou buy afirearm, ammunition or ahunting or trapping license.

When you buy hunting-rel ated equipment, aportion of the excisetax
levied on themanufacturer goesto the Federd Assistancein Wildlife
Restoration program. Virginiareceives about $5 million each year fromthis
program, which fundsalarge portion of the Department’ s habitat manage-
ment and wildlife popul ation research projects.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



What's New For
2007-2008

Licenses
® The2007 General Assembly passed legidation that added the
crosshow licenseto the youth resident and non resident combi-
nation licensesat no additional cost and to the adult resident
sportsman’shunting and fishing licenseincreasing thefeefor
thislicenseto $119.

® The2007 General Assembly passed legidation changing when
the National Forest Stampisvalid: now vaid for oneyear from
the date of purchase.

® The 2007 General Assembly passed legidation changing when
theVirginiaMigratory Waterfowl Conservation Stampis
vaid: from oneyear fromthedate of purchasetobeing valid
from July 1to June 30.

® The2007 General Assembly passed legidation that allowsfor
the sale of State Forest permitsthrough the Department’s
license agents, statewide.

Checking Deer and Spring Turkey
® Deer and spring turkey will be ableto be checked viathe
Internet. Hunters can go to the department’sWeb siteand
check their kill.

Hunting Licenses
and Permits

Re5|dency Quialifications:

Personswho have been abonafide resident of thecity, county, or
statefor six consecutive monthsimmediately preceding the date
of applicationfor license.

® Personswho have been domiciliary residents of the statefor at
least two months upon approval of acompleted affidavit to be
furnished by the Game Department.

® | ega votersinVirginia
® Membersof thearmed forcesif they residein the Common-

weslth and are on active duty and are stationed at military instal-
lationswithin, or on shipsbased in the Commonwealth.

®  Students(including nonresident students boarding on campus)
residing in Virginiawho are enrolled in bonafide Virginia
schools.

® Unnaturalized ownersof real property inVirginiawho have
residedinacounty for fiveyearsimmediately prior to making
applicationfor alicensemay apply for resident licensesonly in
the county wherethey quaify.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Every personwhoisrequired to havealicensemust carry such
license and shall show thelicenseimmediately upon demand of any
officer whoseduty it isto enforcethegame and inland fish laws, or
upon the demand of any owner or lessee, or any employeeor repre-
sentative of such owner or lessee, upon whoseland or water such
person may be hunting, trapping or fishing.

No state or county resident licensed to hunt, trap or fishinor on
thelandsor inland waters of this Commonweal th shal | be deemed
to beissued until the certificate printed on the reverse side of that
license shall have been signed by the named licensee.

Exceptions

All per sons, except thoselisted below, must purchasethe
proper licensesbheforehunting or trapping. Whereexempt, the
exemption meanstheindividual isexempt from thebasic hunt-
ing license, bear, deer, turkey license, ar chery license, crosshow
license, muzzleloading license, and VirginiaMigratory Water -
fowl Conservation Stamp.

® Resident or non-resident landowners, their spouses, their
children and grandchildren and the spouses of such children
and grandchildren, or thelandowner’s parents, resident or
non-resident, do not need alicenseto hunt, trap or fishwithin
the boundaries of their own landsand inland waters.

®  Tenants, ontheland they rent and occupy, arenot required to
havealicense, but must havethewritten permission of the
landowner.

® Resdents, 65 yearsof ageand over, do not need alicenseto
hunt or trap on private property intheir county of residence.

® Resdentsunder theageof 12 arenot required to obtain alicense
to hunt provided they are accompanied and directly supervised
within sight of an adult who hasavalid Virginiahunting license
ontheir person.

® Resdentsunder theageof 16 arenot required to havealicense
to trap when accompanied by any person 18 yearsof ageor
older who possessesavaid Virginiatrapping license.

® Any personwhoisnot hunting, but isaiding adisabled person
to hunt when such disabled person possessesavalid Virginia
Disabled Resident Lifetime hunting licenseor aVirginia
Resident Disabled Veteran Lifetimelicenseisnot required to
havealicense.

® Any Indianwho“habitualy” residesonan Indian reservation or
amember of the Virginiarecognized tribeswho residesin the
Commonwealthisnot required to have alicense; however, such
Indian must have on hisperson an identification card or paper
signed by thechief of histribe, avalidtribal identification card,
written confirmation through acentral tribal registry, or certifi-
cationfromatribal office.

No oneisexempt from purchasingaresident or nonresident
BonusDeer Permit or purchasing Federal Duck Stamp or
obtainingaHIPnumber if hunting migratory gamebirds.



Where to Obtain a License

4 Online: At the Department’sWeb site. Select the
license(s) you want, pay with your VISA or MasterCard,
and print your license(s) after you pay.

4 InPerson: Sold by someclerksof the Circuit Court and
hundreds of license agentslocated around the state.

4 By Mail: Download and completethe proper form from
the Department’sWeb siteand mail it to the address
provided.

4 By Phone: Customer Serviceat 1-866-721-6911,
Monday—Friday, 8:00a.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Archery/Crossbow/Muzzleloading
License Requirements

4 If hunting with abow and arrow (longbow, recurve or com-
pound) for any game speciesduring any archery seasonyou
must have astate or county hunting license, anarchery license,
and al other applicablelicensesor permits.

4 If hunting with acrossbow for any game speciesduring any
archery season you must have astate or county hunting license,
acrosshow license, and al other gpplicablelicensesor permits.

4 If hunting with amuzzleloading firearm for any game species
during any muzzleloader deer season you must haveastate or
county hunting license, amuzzleloading license, and al other
applicablelicensesor permits.

4 If huntingwith archery tackleor muzzleloadingrifledur-
ingthefirear msdeer season you do not need an ar chery;,
crossbow or muzzleloading license.

Mandatory Hunter Education Requirements

Hunter Education courses provideinstruction in hunter safety,
principlesof conservation and sportsmanship. Thecoursesarea
minimum of 10 hoursinlength and cover many topicspreparing
new huntersto enjoy their experiencein the outdoors. Coursesare
offered free of chargethroughout the Commonwesdlth. A list of
coursesisavailableonline or contact one of the Department’s
regional offices. You can call 1-866-604-1122 for alisting of Hunter
Education classesnear you. For information about obtaining a
replacement certificate check the Agency’ sWeb siteor call
1-877-486-8338.

Thefollowing per sonsarerequired to present aHunter Educa-
tion Certificatein order to purchaseahuntinglicense:

® All personswho are 12-15 yearsof age.

® All persons 16 yearsof ageor older who have never beenissued
ahunting license.

©Dwight Dyke

Thefollowing per sonsmay beissued ahunting licensewithout
presentingaHunter Education Certificate:

® Any person 16 yearsof age or older who presentsapreviously
issued hunting license.
Mirginia acceptsand recognizesall states and countries’ hunt-
ing licensesand hunter education credentialsfor the purpose of
complying with mandatory hunter education requirements.
Thesemay bein theformof anidentification card or certificate.

® Any person 16 yearsof ageor older who certifiesthat heor she
hasheld aprevioudy issued hunting license by signing theback
of thelicense.

® Firgttimehuntersand hunters 12 to 15 years of agearerequired
to complete the hunter education course before buying ahunt-
ing licenseand must present the hunter education course
completion certificate when purchasing ahunting licensefrom
alicense agent.

®  Whenfirgttimehuntersage 16 or older are hunting on alicense
purchased by tel ephone, the Internet, or other electronic means,
they must carry their hunter education course compl etion cer-
tificate on their person while hunting during their first license
year.

®  Whenhunters, age12to 15 yearsof age, arehuntingona
license purchased by telephone, the Internet, or other electronic
means, they must carry their hunter education course comple-
tion card or certificate ontheir person while hunting, or be
accompanied by and directly supervised by aproperly licensed
adult while hunting.

® Any personunder theageof 12.
Youth (under the age of 12) must be accompanied and directly
supervised by a parent, legal guardian or an adult (designated
by the parent or guardian) when hunting. The supervising adult
must possessa valid Virginia hunting license.

® Any person who only huntsfoxeswith houndswhile on horse-
back, but without firearms.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Customer Service Center
for Purchasers of

Hunting Licenses.

A customer service center hasbeen established to help
purchasers of hunting and fishing licenses. The center isopen
from 8:00 a.m. —5:00 p.m. Monday — Friday, except holidays. The
customer service center phone number is 1-866-721-6911 or e-mail
customerservice@dgif .virginia.gov. Representativesat the center
will beavailableto answer questionsabout licensing, assist youin
purchasing thelicenses appropriatefor your hunting or fishing
outing, correct information on acurrent licenseor re-issuealost
license.

License Year

All licenses sold by the Deparment arevalid for oneyear from
thedate of purchasewith two exceptions: the Deer, Bear, Turkey
Licenseand theVirginiaMigratory Weaterfowl Conservation
Stamp.

Replacement License

If alicense islogt, aduplicatelicense can be obtained from any
license agent.

License Fees

Theissuancefeeisincluded in thepricesbelow.

REMINDER: Licensessold by DGIF arevadid for oneyear from
thedate of purchasewith two exceptions: the Deer, Bear, Turkey
Licenseand the VirgniaMigratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp.

Resident Hunting Licenses, Permitsand
Stamps

If you arerequiredto buy aresident hunting license, oneof
thefollowingisneededto huntin Virginia. Other licenses,
permitsor stampsmay also berequired.

Sportsman’sLicense (16 yearsand older); includes

hunting license, bear, deer, turkey license, archery license,
crosshow license, muzzleloading license, freshwater
fishinglicense andtroutlicense .................... 120.00

Resident Licenseto hunt statewide (16 yearsor older) . ....18.00
County or City Resident Licenseto hunt in county or city

of residenceonly (16yearsorolder) .................. 11.00
Resident Junior Licenseto hunt statewide (ages12to 15;
optional for under 12yearsold) ...................... 8.50

Resident Youth Combination License (under 16 yearsold)

to hunt statewide; includeshunting license, bear, deer, turkey
license, archery license, crossbow license, and

muzzldoading license . . ......... ... ... L, 16.00

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Resident Junior Lifetime License (under age 12) to hunt
statewide. No annual bear, deer, turkey licenserequired until

age 12. Nationd Forest Stamp, State Forest Stamp, County
Damage Stamp and Bonus Deer Permits, if gpplicable, are
requiredin addition to thislicense. Available only through
theRichmondoffice. ............................ 250.00

Resident LifetimeLicenseto hunt. Annual bear, deer, turkey
licenseand all applicablelicenses, stamps, or permitsare
requiredin additionto thislicense.

Available only through the Richmond office.

AQel2-44 . 255.00
(hunter education courserequired under age 16)

AQed5-50 .. 205.00

AQgebl-b5 ... 155.00

AGEDB60 ... 105.00

AgeBL—HB4 ... . 55.00

AgeBbandover .......... . 15.00

Service-Connected Totally and Permanently Disabled
Veteran Resident Lifetime Licenseto hunt and freshwater
fish (available only through Richmond Office) .......... 10.00

Totaly and Permanently Disabled Resident Special
LifetimeLicenseto hunt, available only through Richmond
Office. Annual bear, deer, turkey licenseand dl applicable
licenses, stampsor permitsarerequiredin addition to this
huntinglicense. .......... ... i 10.00

Resident Senior Citizen Annual License (age 65 and over)

to hunt. Annual bear, deer, turkey licenseand al applicable
licenses, stampsor permitsarerequiredin additionto this

liCeNSe .. 7.00

Oneor moreof thefollowing may berequiredin addition to
theresident hunting license.

Resident Bear, Deer, Turkey License (age 16 yearsor older)

to hunt bear, deer and turkey statewide required in addition

to county or state hunting license, or senior citizen license

or lifetimelicense (Not requiredif senior citizen'slifetime
licensewas purchased before July 1, 1988. Not required

for holdersof Disabled VeteransLifetimelicense.)
ValidJuly1-June30 ..., 18.00

Resident Junior Bear, Deer, Turkey License (under 16 yearsold)
to hunt bear, deer and turkey statewide requiredin addition
to Resident Junior Hunting License. Valid July 1-June 30 . .8.50

Resident Archery Licenseto hunt statewide during the

AChENY SBaSON . . . oottt 18.00
Resident Crossbow Licenseto hunt statewide during the
AChENY SEASON . . o oot 18.00

Resident Muzzlel oading Licenseto hunt during the
muzzleloader Season .. ..o 18.00

Resident Bonus Deer Permit (2 antlerlesstags)
Seepagedl. ... 18.00

Resident County Damage Stamp to hunt deer and bear in Smyth
County. Required in additionto other licenses, and sold only by
the Clerk of the County. Not required of residents 65 yearsor
older ... 1.00



Nonresdent Hunting Licenses, Permitsand
Stamps
Theissuancefeeisincluded in thepricesbelow.

If you arerequiredto buy anonresident huntinglicense,
oneof thefollowingisneeded to huntin Virginia. Other
licenses, permits, or ssampsmay also berequired.

Nonresident Licenseto hunt statewide
(16yearsorolder) ...t 86.00

Nonresident 3-Day Trip Licenseto hunt statewide
(16 yearsor older). Must be 3 consecutive hunting days,

noSundayhunting .............. ... ..., 46.00
Nonresident Youth License (under age 12) to hunt
saewide ... 13.00

Nonresident Youth License (ages 12—-15) to hunt
datewide ... 16.00

Nonresident Youth Combination License (under 16 years

old) to hunt statewide; includes hunting license, bear, deer,

turkey license, archery license, crossbow license, and
muzzldoadinglicense . ........... .o 31.00

Nonresident Lifetime Licenseto hunt (16 yearsor older)
Available only through Richmond Office. Annual deer, besr,
turkey licenseand al applicablelicenses, slampsor permits
arerequiredinadditiontothislicense ................ 505.00

Oneor moreof thefollowing may berequiredin addition to
thenonresident hunting license.

Nonresident Bear, Deser, Turkey Licenseto hunt bear, deer and
turkey statewide, required in addition to hunting license or
lifetimelicense. Valid July 1 through June 30.

Agel6yearsorolder ..............iiiiia... 66.00
Agel2-15yearsold ... 16.00
Under12yearsold ..., 13.00
Nonresident Archery Licenseto hunt statewide during
ACNEY SEASON . . ottt 31.00
Nonresident Crossbow Licenseto hunt statewide during
AChENY SBaSON . . . oottt 31.00

Nonresident Muzzleloading Licenseto hunt during the
Mmuzzleloader Season ... ..o 31.00

Nonresident Shooting Preserve (to hunt within the boundaries
of alicensed shooting preserve, inlieu of other required

ICENSES) oot 18.00
Nonresident Bonus Deer Permit (2 antlerlesstags)
Seepage3l. ... 31.00

Nonresident County Damage Stamp to hunt deer and bear
in Smyth County, in addition to other licenses, and sold only
by theclerkof thecounty ............ ... .. ... .. .. ... 5.00

TrappingLicenses

If you arerequiredto buy atrapping license, oneof the
followingisneededtotrapin Virginia. Other licensesor
permitsmay also berequired.

County or City Resident Licensetotrapin county or city of

FeSIAENCE . . .ot 16.00
Resident Licensetotrepstatewide . .................. 41.00
Resident Junior License (under 16 yearsold) totrap

Satewide ... 11.00
Resident Senior Citizen License (age 65 and over) to

L1 T 7.00
Resident Senior Citizen Lifetime License (age65 or over)

totrap; availableonly through Richmond Office ........ 15.00

Service-Connected Totd ly and Permanently Disabled
Veteran Resident LifetimeLicenseto trap; availableonly
through Richmond Office ......................... 10.00

Totaly and Permanently Disabled Resident Special
Lifetime Licenseto trap; available only through Richmond

Office . oo 10.00
Nonresident Licenseto trap; available only through
RichmondOffice .. ............oo ... 156.00

Miscellaneous Per mitsand Stamps

Permits:

National Forest Permit to hunt and trap within National

Forests. Not required of residentsunder theage of 16 totrap;
residents 65 and ol der who possessavaid licenseto hunt

or trap; or holders of acomplimentary licensetohunt. . . ... .4.00

State Forest Permit to hunt or trap on A ppomattox-Buckingham,
Cumberland, Prince Edward and Sandy Point State

Forests ... 15.00
PublicAccessLandsfor Sportsmen (PALS), seepage 16
formoreinformation .............. .. ... ... ... 18.00
Stamps:

Federa Migratory Bird Stamp to take migratory waterfowl,
required of persons 16 years of ageand over inadditionto

hunting licenseand sold at U.S. Post Officesor onlineat
www.duckstamp.com Valid July 1-June30 ........... 15.00

VirginiaMigratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp

Mandatory; required of persons 16 yearsof ageand older,
unlesslicenseexempt, inadditiontohuntinglicense. . .. .. 10.00
Valid July 1-June 30

Don’t Make a Mistake. Be Sure of Your Target and Beyond.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Definitions

Hunting and Trapping

Theact of or theattempted act of taking, hunting, trapping,
pursuing, chasing, shooting, snaring or netting birdsor animals, and
assisting any person who isdoing the same, regardless of whether
birdsor animasare actually taken. When hunting and trappingis
allowed, referenceismadeto such actsasbeing conducted by law-
ful meansand inalawful manner.

ArcheryTackle

Asusedinthisdigest archery tackleincludeslongbow, recurve
bow, compound bowsand crosshows.

Game and Furbearer Species

Nonmigratory game birds (grouse, pheasant, bobwhitequall
andturkey), gameanimals (bear, bobcat, deer, fox, rabbit, raccoon
and squirrel), and furbearing animal s (beaver, bobcat, fox, mink,
muskrat, otter, opossum, raccoon, skunk and weasel) may only be
taken in accordancewith state laws and Department regulations,
many of which are summarizedinthisdigest.

Nuisance Species

Thefollowing animals: house mouse, Norway rat, black rat,
coyote, groundhog, nutria, feral hog, European starling, English
sparrow, mute swansand pigeon (rock dove) are designated as
nuisance speciesand may betaken at any time (except on Sunday)
by use of afirearm or other weapon and on some public landsdur-
ing certain time periods, see National Forest—Game Department
Regulationspage 16.

Other Wildlife

Itisunlawful totake, possess, transport or sell dl other wildlife
speciesnot classified asgame, furbearer or nuisance, unlessother-
wisespecifically permitted by law or regulation.

A hunting licenseisrequired to takeany wild animal or bird
(except asexplained under hunting licensesand permits). Persons
taking frogsor turtles must have an appropriatelicensewhether by
hunting (gigging), trapping or angling. Bullfrogs may betaken by
bow and arrow and from private waters by firearmsno larger than
.22 caliber rimfire.

Dismal Swamp Line

Beginning at apoint on Rt. 10 whereit intersectstheldeof
Wight County line, then along thishighway to itsintersection with
the corporatelimitsof Suffolk, then through Suffolk toitsintersec-
tionwith Rt. 642 (White Marsh Road) and then along thishighway
inasouthwest direction to Rt. 604 (Desert Road), and then souther-
ly dlong thishighway to the North Carolinastateline.

East & West of the Blue Ridge

Themap below showsthe countiesthat areeast or west of the
Blue Ridge. Countiescolored blue arewest of the Blue Ridgeand
those countiesin white are east of the Blue Ridge.

www.dgif.virginia.gov




Public Hunting Lands

Department Wildlife

Management Areas

TheVirginiaDepartment of Gameand Inland Fisheries
maintains 36 management areastotaling nearly 200,000 acres
for the benefit of dl citizensfor avariety of outdoor recreational
opportunities. Thirty-four management areasare open for some
typeof hunting. Theselandsare purchased and maintained with
hunting, fishing and trapping licensefeesand with Wildlife
Restoration Funds. We encouragethe publicto utilize our land
and enjoy the bountiful natural resourcesfound on each area.
The map below and chartson pages 13 and 14 provideaguide
onthelocation and activities associated with each of the Depart-
ment’swildlife management areas. For more detailed informa-
tion on each areaand an areamap visit the Department’ sWeb
siteor contact the appropriate Regional officelisted on page 3.
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Rules For Wildlife Management Areas

General

4+ Activitiesinvolving groupsof morethan 12 personsrequire
written authorization from the Department.

4+ Display or consumption of a coholic beveragesinpublicis
prohibited.

4+ Commercid activitiesare prohibited except by written
authorization from the Department.

Hunting & Trapping

Pleaserefer to the current hunting and trapping seasons
foundinthisdigest. Special seasonsand bag limitsthat apply to
awildlifemanagement areawill be posted at the entrance.

Firearms

4+ Itisunlawful to havein possession or in avehicleabow or
gunwhichisnot unloaded and cased or dismantled except
whenitislawful totake bear, deer, grouse, pheasants, quail,
rabbit, raccoon, squirrel or turkey; and additionally, migratory
game birds on Department owned lands east of the Blue
Ridge; or by permit issued by the Department; or by con-
cedled handgun permit issued by aCircuit Court.

4+ Itisunlawful to possessor transport aloaded gunin or onany
vehicleat any timeonaWMA.

4 Target shooting is permitted on designated rangesonly.

Fishing, Boating and Swimming
Pleaserefer tothe current Virginia Freshwater Fishing
Regulationsdigest and posted signsfor any specia credl and
sizeredtrictionsthat may apply to WMA.

4+ Itisunlawful to useboats propelled by gasolinemotors, sail or
by mechanically operated recreational paddiewhesdl, unless
otherwise posted.

4+ Swimmingisprohibited. Anglersactively engaged infishing,
huntersactively engaged in hunting, and trapperslawfully
trapping may wadein public fishing lakes.

4+ Itisunlawful to usetrotlineson publicfishing lakes.
Camping/Fires

4 Primitive camping (no water, €l ectric hookups, bathroomsor
other facilities) ispermitted for up to 14 consecutive days
when occupants are engaged in authorized activities. No more
than 3 camping unitsare permitted per site.

4 Campingisprohibited on or within 100 yardsof any boat
ramp or fishing lakeor at other specific Sitesas posted.

4+ Itisunlawful toleaveacampfire unattended. From February

15toApril 30 campfiresaredlowed only between the hours
of 4:00 p.m. and midnight.

Dogs

4+ Itislawful to chasewith dogsor train dogs on Department-
owned landsonly during authorized hunting, chase or training
seasonsthat specificaly permit theseactivities.

4+ Dogsmust beleashed at dl timesoutside of open hunting,
chase, or training seasons.

Hor seback/Bicycle Ridingand Hiking

4 Horseback and bicycleriding arewelcomeonadl roadsand
trailsunless otherwise posted. Pleaseavoidridingin cultivated
or planted fields, or on eroded areas. Ridersand cyclists
should bemindful of all open hunting seasons.

4+ Hikingiswelcome. Hikersshould bemindful of &l open
hunting seasons.

4+ Pleaseavoid engaging in these activitieswhen they may
interferewith hunters, anglers, and wildlifewatchers.

4 Blazeorangehat or clothing isrecommended for non-hunters
during hunting seasons.

Vehicles

4 Motor vehiclesare prohibited behind barricades or gates
designed to prevent entry or within areas otherwise posted to
prohibit motor vehicles.

4 Operation of ATV sand other unlicensed motor vehiclesis
prohibited.

4 Cross-country motor vehicletravel (off-road travel) is
prohibited.

4+ A motorized wheel chair suitablefor usein anindoor pedestri-
an areaisnot considered amotorized vehicle and, therefore, is
not covered by any restrictions on the use of motorized vehi-
cleson department owned lands. Theterm wheelchair meansa
devicedesigned solely for use by amobility - impaired person
for locomotion that issuitablefor usein anindoor pedestrian
area.

4+ Motor vehicles, campers, and trailersmay be parked on
Department-owned lands only when the owners/responsible
party areengaged in authorized activities.

Resourceand Property Damage

4+ Itisunlawful to construct or occupy any permanent structure
(including a permanently-affixed tree stand) except by

Department permit.
4+ Itisunlawful to cut, mutilate, destroy or remove vegetation, or

toremoveminerals, artifactsor other property fromthearea.
Metal detecting/artifact hunting is prohibited.

4 Itisunlawful to damage, deface, or removeany building, gate,
fence, sign or other property.

Special Antler Rules

4 Itshall beunlawful tokill an antlered deer on Featherfin
Wildlife Management Areaor onthe specia Fairystone
Quality Deer Management Areaunlessthedeer hasat least
four antler points, 1inch or longer, on either theright or | eft
antler.

Other uses are allowed only by written authorization from the Department or by posted rules.

www.dgif.virginia.gov
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Y Find Game

Find Game is an interactive Web-based map viewer
designed by the Virginia Department of Game and
Inland Fisheries (VDGIF) to provide information about
hunting quality, land location and access.

Find Game allows you to map hunting areas by loca-
tion and/or by game species. The following public
hunting lands are included:

* VDGIF Wildlife Management Areas

* State parks

* State and National Forests

* Military Installations
National Wildlife Refuges
* and other special hunting opportunities

Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries

ine!

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Click on Find Game

Within Virginia there are 3.5 million acres of public
hunting land. Find Game lists: hunting quality by
species, land manager contact information, site
description, facilities available, access information, and
associated Web links for each of the 115 properties.

While Find Game provides a wealth of information,
VDGIF strongly recommends that hunters contact local
land managers before traveling to a hunting destina-
tion. Hunting access and regulations change over time,
so check Find Game often!

For more information e-mail:
Findgame@dagif.virginia.gov

DGIF Main DGIF Hunting Main Reqgulations Managed Hunts Buy Your License N P
Return to
I Ray - Py - e = ' Find Game
'y 9 [ = 7] B ALT
i STRTE MAF zoom 1N 200M our LAST zoom RECENTER INFORMATION FRINT MAP HELF Imprgamﬁgg}

1inch = 0.378 miles
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Information for the Selected Property

Name:  Amelia wMa

Owner:  DGIF

Contact: phone: VA DGIF 434-525-7522

Notes:  Expect heawy hunting pressure
during dove, deer, and turkey
seasons; small game hunting
(quail/rabbit/woodcock) restricted
via DGIF quata hunt

Facilities: dove field, primitive camping, field
trial, hiking, birding and wildlife trail,
boat ramp, shooting range,
trapping, handicapped accessible -
contact manager

Links:

WHA Home Pags
Species hunting quality:

Bear Spacies not common
Deer Average

Dove Good

Grouse  Species not comman
Quail Foor

Rabbit Poor

Raccoon  Average

Sguirrel  Good
Turkey Good
waterfowl Average

K|




Hunting Opportunities on Wildlife Management Areas

For more information go to Find Game at www.dgif.virginia.gov

3 = c
= 9 g = 5 v 3 g qg .TEJ 8
5| 8|35 |8 |3 |58 |83 8|5 |32 |8
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Amelia SC A A P G G G A G A
Big Survey A A A A SC G A
Briery Creek SC A A A A G A A
Cavalier/Dismal Swamp A G P A A A P G
Chickahominy G G P A A P A G G
Clinch Mountain G A A G G SC A E A
Crooked Creek SC A A P P G SC G A
Dick Cross A A P A G A G A A
Fairystone Farm G G P P A P E G
Featherfin G G P G G A G G
Game Farm Marsh P P A
Gathright G A G A SC A A A E A
Goshen E A G A SC A P G A
Hardware River SC G A SC A G A A G G
Havens G A A P SC SC G A
Hidden Valley G P A P SC P E A
Highland G G G A SC A P G A
HogIsland G E
Hog Island/Carlisle Tract A A A P A G G
Horsepen Lake SC A P G A P G
James River P A A A A A A G
Lands End (no hunting)
Little North Mountain G G G A SC A P E A
MockhornIsland A G
Mockhorn Island (GATR) A A A
Pettigrew SC E A SC A G A A G A
Phelps SC E A SC A A G A A G A
Powhatan SC A G SC P A A A A G G
Princess Anne G
Ragged Island A A
Rapidan E/G A A A SC P A P G A
Saxis A A A A
Stewarts Creek SC A A P SC G A
Thompson SC G A A SC A A A G A
Turkeycock Mt. P A A P SC P P G A
Weston (no hunting)
White Oak Mt. SC A A A G G A P G G

Hunting Quality: E-Excellent G-Good A-Average P-Poor SC-Species NotCommon

www.dgif.virginia.gov



Recreational Opportunities on Wildlife Management Areas

For more information go to Find Game at www.dgif.virginia.gov
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Amelia*® 4 4 v 4 v 4 4 4 v
Big Survey v v v 4 4
Briery Creek v v v v 4 4 v
Cavalier/Dismal Swamp * v 4 v
Chickahominy v v v v v v
Clinch Mountain v v v v v 4 v v v
Crooked Creek v 4 4 v 4 4
Dick Cross ¥ v v v v v v v
Fairystone Farm v v v 4 4
Featherfin * v 4 v v 4 4
Game Farm Marsh v v v
Gathright v 4 4 v v v v
Goshen v 4 v v 4
Hardware River v v v v v v v v
Havens v v v v v
Hidden Valley v 4 4 v v v 4 v
Highland v v v v 4
Hog Island * (4 (4 v
Hog Island/Carlisle Tract (4 v v v v
Horsepen Lake v v v (4 v v v
James River v v v v v v v
Lands End (no hunting) v
Little North Mountain v v v v
Mockhorn Island v v v v
Mockhorn Island (GATR) * v v v
Pettigrew v v v v 4 4
Phelps v v v v v 4 v v v
Powhatan v v v v
Princess Anne ¥ v v v v
Ragged Island v 4 v v
Rapidan v v v v 4 4
Saxis v v v v v 4
Stewarts Creek v v v v 4 v
Thompson v 4 4 (4 v v v
Turkeycock Mt. v v v v v v
Weston (no hunting) v v v v
White Oak Mt. 4 4 4 4 4 4 v
* some orall hunting by quota drawing (see page 62) v Available
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Subscribe to the NEW

Virginia Departwent of Game and Inland Fisheries

W\RGIN,

@3 Qutdoor Report

Department of Game
& Inland Fisheries,

In each issue:
% News Features
< Regulations

% Fishing News
% People and Partners Making a Difference %
% Outdoor Safety Tips
< Upcoming Events

% Quick Glance at Hunting Seasons
% Outdoor Skills Education

% Report Wildlife Violations Be W
< Much, much, more! VIRGINIA

Each issue of the Outdoor Report features one of the
925 animals that have been identified in Virginia's
Wildlife Action Plan whose existence is at risk.

Winter Wren ©Spike Knuth ™ ™ -

Available exclusively through a free e-mail subscription, the Outdoor Report
will be delivered to you by e-mail every two weeks and will highlight the latest
outdoor news, upcoming events, and subjects of interest to outdoor enthusiasts.

To subscribe, visit our Web site at www.dgif.virginia.gov
Click on the Outdoor Report link and simply fill in the required information.

You can also view a copy of the most recent edition on the
Virginia Department of Game and Inland Fisheries Web site.

Help spread the word about the new Outdoor Report to friends,
family, and colleagues. Encourage them to subscribe.

www.dgif.virginia.gov 15



Public Access Lands For Sportsmen
(PALS)

PAL Sisaprogram that opensadditional landsfor public use.
Through thiscooperative private/ public program the Department
has opened morethan 19,000 acres of privateland in Dickenson
County to public hunting, fishing and trapping. Theproperty is
owned by Heartwood Forestland Fund 1V and managed by The
Forestland Group, LL C. The Department manages accessfor hunt-
ing, fishing and trapping. PAL Spermitsareonly sold through
license agentsand thefeeis$18.00. Hunters, anglersand trappers
must buy the permit from alicenseagent. Inquiriesabout thisarea
should bedirected to the Marion Regiona Officeat 276/ 783- 4860.

The Department hopesto provideadditiond PALSlandsinthe
future acrossother partsof the Commonweslth.

National Forests

Parking feesarerequired only on thefollowing National Forest
Recregtion Areas: Todd L ake, ColesPoint, Longdae, Fortney
Branch, Sherando Lake, Bolar Mountain, Bolar Flat, Cascades,
High Knob, Bark Camp Lake, Hanging Rock, CaveMountain Lake,
Beartree, Hurricane, Grindstone, Raven Cliff, Fox Creek, Raccoon
Branch, Roaring Run and Dark Horse Hollow. Seasona day use
passesareavailablefor $25.00. A 50% discount isavailablefor
holders of Golden Age and Golden A ccess Passports. For more
information please call the George Washington & Jefferson National
Forests Supervisor’'sOfficeat (540) 265-5100 or contact the appro-
priateranger district at:

Clinch: (276) 328-2931
Dry River/Dearfidd: (540) 432-0187
Glenwood-Pedlar: (540) 291-2189
JamesRiver: (540) 962-2214
Lee (540) 984-4101
Mount Rogers Nationa RecreationArea:

(276) 783-5196
New River Valley/New Castle (540) 552-4641
Warm Springs. (540) 839-2521

Regulations Specific to National

Forestand Game Department
Lands

It shall beunlawful to havein possessionabow or gunwhichis
not unloaded and cased or dismantled on al Nationa Forest lands
statewide, or on Department-owned lands and on lands managed by
the Department under cooperative agreement in countieswest of the
Blue Ridge Mountainsexcept during the period whenit islawful to
take bear, deer, grouse, pheasant, quail, rabbit, raccoon, squirrel,
turkey or waterfowl on theselands; and on Department-owned lands
and onlands managed by the Department under cooperative agree-
ment in counties east of the Blue Ridge M ountai nsexcept during the
period whenitislawful to takebear, deer, grouse, pheasant, qualil,
rabbit, raccoon, squirrel, turkey, waterfowl or migratory gamebirds
ontheselands.

Except asprovided by specia concealed handgun permit, it
shall beunlawful to possessor transport aloaded gunin or onany
vehicleat any timeon Nationa Forest landsor Department-owned
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lands. “Loaded gun” isdefined asafirearminwhich ammunitionis
chambered or loaded inthemagazine or clip, when such magazine
or clipisfound engaged or partiadly engagedin afirearm. The
definition of aloaded muzzleloading gunwill includeagunwhich
iscapped or hasacharged pan.

Theword“possession” shall include, but not belimitedto,
having any bow or firearmin or on one sperson, vehicleor
conveyance.

Itisunlawful to chasewith adog or train dogson National
Forest |lands or Department-owned lands except during authorized
hunting, chase or training seasonsthat specifically permit these
activitiesontheselands.

Itisunlawful to useelectronic callson Nationa Forest lands,
except for crows.

AccessRoads

Hunter accessroads on Department lands seasondly opento
motor vehicleswill be open (weather permitting) from the 1st Satur-
day in October to the 2nd Saturday in February and the 1st Saturday
inApril tothe 3rd Saturday in May.

Opening and closing dates of hunter accessroads on National
Forest Landsmay vary by ranger district. Opening and closing dates
aredetermined by management considerationsfor theareas
accessed by theseroads, Contact thelocal ranger district listed at [ eft
for opening and closing dates on specific roads.

Any motor driven vehicleusing roadsnormally open to motor
vehicleson Department and National Forest landsshall conform
withall statelawsfor highway travel. No cross country travel is
permitted. All terrain vehicle (ATV) and off-road vehicle (ORV)
travel ispermitted only on designated National Forest roadsand
trails.

Foot travel isinvited on roads closed to motor vehicles.

Camping Palicy

Primitive camping (no water, e ectric hookups, bathroomsor
other facilities) ispermitted on Department-owned lands, except as
otherwise posted. Camping isprohibited on or within 100 yards of
any Department-owned or controlled boat ramp or fishing lake.
Camping on Department-owned landsisnot to exceed 14 consecu-
tivedays. Only 3 camping unitspermitted per site.

Camping on the George Weashingtor/Jefferson National
Forestsfor morethan 21 consecutive dayswithout having terminat-
ed Forest occupancy for aminimum of 10 dayswithina31-day time
periodisprohibited. Notrash serviceisprovided. “Pack it in,
Pack it out.”

Unauthorized Feeding

Itisunlawful to place or direct the placement of, deposit, dis-
tribute, or scatter food or salt capable of attracting or being
eaten by bear, deer or turkey on National Forest landsand
Department-owned lands. Thisregulation doesnot prohibit
the proper disposal of food in trash receptacl esprovided by the
National Forest or by the Department. See page 21 for other
feeding restrictions.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Structures

Itisunlawful to construct, maintain or occupy any permanent
Structure, except by permit, on Department-owned landsand
National Forest lands.

Itisunlawful to maintain any temporary dwelling on Depart-
ment-owned land for morethan 14 consecutive days. Persons
constructing or occupying such structures are responsiblefor
completeremoval of temporary structures.

TreeStands

Itisunlawful to construct, maintain or occupy any permanent
tree stand on Department-owned lands, National Forest landsand on
Department of Conservation and Recresation- owned or controlled
lands. Portabletree stands, which are not permanently affixed, may
be used. Use of asafety harnesswhile hunting from tree standsis
strongly recommended.

State Forests

Huntingisallowed on A ppomattox-Buckingham and Prince
Edward State Forests (contact 434-983-2175), Cumberland State
Forest (contact 804-492-4121) and on Sandy Point State Forest
(contact 804-492-4121). A State Forest Hunting Permitisrequired
and may be purchased from license agents or the Department of
Forestry. No motorized vehicleson gated roadsand trail s (opened or
closed) are permitted without written authori zation.

State Parks

VirginiaState Parksoffersawidevariety of outdoor
recreationa opportunitiesfor theentirefamily, including hunting
opportunities. Theserangefrom open hunting in designated areasto
managed deer huntswhereindividua s participatethrough areserva
tionor lottery system. Managed deer huntsareatool in Virginia
State Parks' overall deer management program. Specific sitesthat
offer hunting may changefrom year to year. Participating hunters
areasked to support our effortsby following harvest guidelines
associated with each hunt.

Pleaserefer to chart on pages 18 and 19 for specific information
Informationisalso available on theWeb siteat http:/mww.der.vir-
ginia.gov/parks/hunting/htm.

Federal Refuges

Huntingisallowed on thefollowing Nationd Wildlife Refuges
inVirginia. For moreinformation, contact the appropriaterefuge
manager at:

*Back Bay: (757) 721-2412

Chincoteague: (757) 336-6122

*Dismd Swamp: (757) 986-3705

Eastern Shore: (757) 331-2760

JamesRiver: (804) 829-9020 or (804) 333-1470
Mason Neck/Occoquan: (703) 490-4979

*Plum Treeldand: (804) 829-9020 or (804) 333-1470
*Presquile: (804) 829-9020 or (804) 333-1470
*Rappahannock River Valey: (804) 333-1470

* Quotahuntsare offered through V DGIF QuotaHunt program, see
pages 62-65

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Military Areas

Fort A.P. Hill
Archery Season: October 6-November 16.

Muzzleloading Season: November 3-November 16.

General Firearms: November 17-January 5. Onedeer per day.
Either sex deer hunting on Saturdays and November 19-23 and
Dec. 31-Jan. 4. Closed Thanksgiving, Christmas, and New Year's
Day. Open half day on ChristmasEveand New Year’sEve.

All persons 12 yearsof ageand older must present ahunter educa-
tion certificatein order to purchaseanA.P. Hill hunting permit.

Contact Fort A.P. Hill Game Check Station at (804) 633-8244 for
detailsabout the hunter education requirements, permitsand fees
required to hunt on Post; and restrictions, seasonsand bag limitsfor
all other game species.

Fort Pickett

Deer:

Genera Firearms. November 17-January 5. Two per day, Six per
year, either-sex deer hunting on Wednesdaysand November 24,
December 1 and December 31-January 5.

Qualil:

Hunting permitted on Tuesdays, Thursdaysand Saturdaysonly.
Contact the Ft. Pickett Game Check Station at (434) 292-2618 for
further detailsabout seasonsand specid restrictions.

QuanticoMarineReservation

Deer:

Genera Firearms: November 17-January 5. Closed ChristmasEve,
ChristmasDay, and New Year’sDay. Open haf day on Thanksgiv-

ing Day.
Archery Season: October 6-November 16.
No Muzzlel oading Season.

Consult Quantico Game Check Station for daily and seasona bag
limits, other seasonsand further details, at (703) 784-5523 or
www.quantico.usme.mil/g5/nrealfwalhunting.htm.

Fort Belvoir

Archery Only: qualification required.

Deer : September 15, 2007-March 29, 2008.
Spring Gobbler: April 122-May 17, 2008.

Contact Outdoor Recrestion staff at (703) 805-3688 for further
details.

National Parks

Hunting isprohibitedinal Nationa ParksinVirginia. Hunters
may obtain hunter parking accesspermitsfromthe Blue Ridge
Parkway National Park Serviceto park at designated areasalong
the Blue Ridge Parkway and cross national park lands (firearms
must be unloaded and cased) to hunt on National Forest lands. For
further information call (540) 377-2377.
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Virginia State Parks and Natural Areas Hunting Opportunities
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BelleIsle 11/14-15 v |10/12 12 M $5 $10 v
LancasterCounty =~ -
804-462-5030 1/2-3 (4 12/7 12 G $5 $10 v
Caledon Natural Area 11/7-8 v 9/13 20 M $15 | ¢
King George County 11/14-15

540-663-3861

Chippokes Plantation
Surry County 12/10 v 9/27 30 S,bs $15 | v
757-294-3625

Claytor Lake
Pulaski County TBA v 9/28 20 M $15 | ¢
540-643-2500
Douthat 11/13-15 v 9/14 45 M $15 4
BathCounty [ =1
540-862-8100 TBA v 9/14 45 TBA $15 | ¢
Grayson Highlands 1117 v | 9/26 30 YG $5 $10 v
Grayson County
276-579-7092 11/19-20 v | 9/26 30 G $5 | $10 v
James River 11/26-28
Buckingham County 12/10-12 v 9/20 15 AM $15 | v
434-933-4355 1/3-5 v 9/20 15 S, bs $15 v
Kiptopeke 11/9-10 v | 10/5 4 AM $5 $10 v
Northampton County
757-331-2267 12/7-8 4 11/9 4 S $5 $10 4
Lake Anna 12/12-13
Spotsylvania County 12/18-19 v |[11/16 20 M,S $5 $10 v
540-854-5503
Pocahontas 12/3-4
Chesterfield County 12/19-20 v 11/2 25 M,S $5 $10 v
804-796-4255

Key * Toapply for hunt lotteries, or to reserve a space in a reservation hunt, call the State Parks

A-Archery Reservation Center at 1-800-933-PARK. All hunts have special regulations. Contact the

M- Muzzleloading Firearms individual park or the reservation center to obtain the hunt specific rules.

S-Shotgun Open Hunting: Designated areas within the following parks are open to hunting throughout the

bs - Buckshot only hunting season.Statewide regulations apply.Contact the individual park for more information:

G- General Firearms Fairy Stone (Patrick County) 276-930-2424, Grayson Highlands (Grayson County) 276-579-7092,

YG-Youth General Firearms Hungry Mother (Smyth County) 276-781-7400, Occoneechee (Mecklenburg County) 434-374-
2210, and Pocahontas (Chesterfield County) 804-796-4255.
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Shenandoah River 11/19 v 9/7 7 YG $15 | ¢
WarrenCounty Lo ]
540-622-6840 11/26-27 v 9/7 14 G $15 4
Smith Mountain Lake 11/5-6 v 9/6 30 AM $15 4
Bedford County 11/12-13
540-297-6066
Staunton River
Halifax County 11/7-8 (4 10/5 10 AM $5 $10 v
434-572-4623
York River 11/5-6 9/21 40 AM $15
James City County
757-566-3036 11/26-27 9/21 40 S $15
Other Lottery Hunts
False Cape 10/6, 10/8-10 ‘ v | 8/31 116 S $7.50 | $10 v

Virginia Beach 10/25-27

757-426-7128

Lottery includes Back Bay National Wildlife Refuge. Apply online http://www.vaquoata hunts.com |

Mason Neck 11/27-28, 12/7 ‘ v 9/1 86 S,bs $10 $20
Fairfax County
703-490-4979 | Lottery coordinated by Potomac River National Wildlife Refuge
Sate Parkscontinued frompage 17
Lottery Hunts Special Hunts

Severd parksoffer hunting opportunitiesby lottery. Refer to
the chart for details. A separatelottery applicationisrequired for
each hunt. A $5 non-refundabl e application feeisrequired with
each completed application and a$10 hunting feewill be collected
at thesite. Proof of hunter education certification and required
licensesmust be presented at check-in. Detailed hunt information,
including lottery deadlines, istypically available beginning August
1 of eachyear. Contact the Virginia State Parks Reservation Center
(800-933-7275) for information about the lotteries. Additionaly,
Mason Neck State Park holdsalottery deer hunt coordinated by the
Potomac River Nationd Wildlife Refuge. False Cape State Park’s
lottery iscoordinated with Back Bay Nationa Wildlife Refuge,
through the Department of Gameand Inland FisheriesQuotaHunt
system.

Reservation Hunts

Severd parksoffer deer hunting opportunitiesby reservation.
Refer tothechart for details. Hunters may reserve both theday and
preferred stand or zonefor afee of $15 per day. Thefeeisnon-
refundable. Proof of hunter education certification and required
licensesmust be presented at check-in. Detailed hunt information,
including hunt reservation periods, istypically availablebeginning
August 1 of each year. Contact the Virginia State Parks Reservation
Center (800-933-7275) to reserveadot.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Some parks offer hunting opportunitiesfor youth, aswell as
specialized hunting programs. Contact individual parksfor more
information on specia hunts. One popular program isthe Southern
Heritage Deer Hunt held at Chippokes Plantation State Park each
year. Thisisan old-fashioned hunt featuring threetraditiona meals,
ablessing of thehounds, ridesto and from the hunt standsand a
butchering service. Reservationsmay bemade up to oneyear in
advancethrough the Virginia State Parks Reservation Center
(800-933- 7275).

Open Hunting

Designated areaswithin some parksare open to hunting
throughout the hunting season. Only the designated areaswithin
these parksallow hunting, and statewide hunting regul ations apply.
Restrictions on parking and weaponsmay apply. Refer to the chart
for details. Contact theindividual park for moreinformation.

For moreinformation about huntingin aVirginiaState Park or
to makereservations, call 1-800-933-PARK, or ontheWeb at
http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state_parks’hunting.htm. Overnight
accommodeationsare available at many sitesduring part of the hunt-
ing season; contact the Reservation Center or visit theWeb sitefor
additiond information and to reserve cabins or campsites.
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General Hunting
Regulations

Blaze Orange Requirements

® \When hunting any game species during thefirearms deer season,
every hunter or person accompanying ahunter shall wear ablaze
orange hat or blaze orange upper body clothing that isvisible
from 360 degreesor display at |east 100 squareinchesof solid
blaze orange materia at shoulder level within body reach and
visiblefrom 360 degrees. Hatsmay haveabill or brim color or
design other than solid blaze orange. Hats shall not bein“camo”
style, sincethelatter isdesignated to prevent visibility. A
logo,which doesnot detract from visibility, may bewornona
blaze orange hat.

® Blazeorangeisnot required during the muzzlel oading deer
season(s) or by waterfowl hunters, individuasparticipatingin
hunting dog field trialsand fox hunters on horseback without
firearms.

® Huntershunting with archery tackleduringanopen
firearmsdeer season, in areaswherethedischarge of s
firearmsisprohibited by statelaw or local ordinance,
are exempt from the blaze orange requirement.

Hunting Hours
(Seepage 79 for sunrise-sunset timetable.)

® One-half hour before sunriseto one-half hour after
sunset for nonmigratory birdsand gameanimals
except during spring gobbler season.

® One-half hour before sunriseuntil 12 noon, during spring gobbler
season except thelast 12 daysthe hunting hoursare from one-
half hour before sunrise until sunset.

® Bobcat, foxes, raccoons, and opossums may be hunted by day or
night during authorized seasons.

® Migratory gamebirds, waterfowl, and specia resident goose
(see specia pamphletsfor hunting these species).

® Nuisance speciesmay betaken day or night.

Hunting With Dogs:

® Dogsmay beused to pursuewild birds and animal sduring hunt-
ing seasonswhere not prohibited.

® Whenthe chase beginson other lands, fox huntersand coon
huntersmay follow their dogs on prohibited lands, and hunters of
all other game, when the chase begins on other lands, may go
upon prohibited landsto retrieve their dogs, but may not carry
firearmsor archery tackleontheir personsor hunt any game
whilethereon. The use of vehiclesto retrieve dogson prohibited
lands shall bealowed only with the permission of thelandowner
or hisagent. Any person who goeson prohibited landstoretrieve
hisdogsand who willfully refusestoidentify himself when
requested by thelandowner or hisagent to do soisquilty of a
Class4 misdemeanor.

® Unlawful to usedogswhen hunting any specieswith archery
tackle during any archery season.
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Deer or Bear Killed by Car

Any personwhoisinvolvedinacollisionwith adeer or
bear whiledriving amoator vehicle, thereby killing the
animal, shall immediately report the accident to the game
warden or other law enforcement officer in the county or
city wherethe accident occurred. Thedriver shall havethe
option of taking possession of the deer or bear. The State
doesnot pay for damagesincurred resulting from collisions
withwildlife. Consult your insurance company.

iIIustrati‘on by Spike Knuth \

Training Dogs

Thetraining of dogson livewild animalsisconsidered hunting

and isunlawful during the closed season except as noted bel ow.

® Youmust haveavalid hunting licensewhiletraining dogsonlive
wild animals.

® You may train dogsduring daylight hourson
rabbitsand non-migratory gamebirdson private
lands and Quantico Marine Reservation. Partici-
pantsshall have no weaponsother than starter
pistalsintheir possession and nowild animals
shdl betaken. Weaponsmay bein possession
whentraining dogs on captiveraised and prop-
erly marked mallardsand pigeons so that they
may beimmediately shot or recovered, except
on Sunday.

o ®Youmay train dogsduring daylight hourson rabbitsand
nonmigratory game birdson Ft. A.P. Hill the months of
September and February. Participants may only have
dtarter pistolsintheir possession. No captivereared birds
may bereleased.

® Youmay train dogson National Forest or Department-owned
lands only during authorized training seasonsthat specificaly
permit these activities.

® Youmay train dogson quail on designated portionsof theAmelia
Wildlife Management Area(WMA), Chester F. PhelpsWMA,
Chickahominy WMA and Dick CrossWMA from September 1
tothe day prior to the opening date of the quail hunting season,
both datesinclusive. No weapons other than starter pistolsmay
bein possession, and pen-raised birdsmay not bereleased.

® Pen-raised quail may bereleased at any timeon privateland with
landowner permission. However, except on shooting preserves,
birds can only be shot during theregular quail season. Regular
bag limitsapply.

® You may train dogsduring daylight hourson rabbitsand non-
migratory game birds on the Weston WMA from September 1
thruMarch 31, both datesinclusive. Participantsin thisdog train-
ing season shall have no weapons other than starter pistolsin
their possession, shall not release pen-raised birds, and must
comply with al regulationsand laws pertaining to hunting. No
gameshdl betaken.
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Legal Use of Firearms and Archery
Equipment

Special restrictionsmay apply to specific firearmsusein some
counties. Seeloca FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23for details.

® Shotgunsmust not belarger than 10 gauge.

® Shotgun magazines must be plugged with aplug that cannot be
removed from theloading end so the gun will hold atotd of no
morethan threeshells.

® Shotgun barrelsmust beat least 18 incheslong.

® Shotgunswith rifled barrelsare permitted in areaswhere lugs
may beused.

® Noredtrictionson shot size except for spring gobbler season
whenitisunlawful to have any shot in possession larger than
number 2 fine shot while hunting.

® Riflesused for deer or bear must be .23 cdiber or larger.

® Riflesmay beused for taking wild animalsand birds, except
migratory game birdsand waterfowl, and where prohibited by
local ordinances.

® Rifles, pistals, and revolversmay be used for hunting crows,
except where prohibited by local ordinances.

® Rifles, pistals, and revolversmay be used for hunting turkeys,
except where prohibited by local ordinances.

® Pigtolsandrevolversfiring .22 cdiber rimfireammunition and
muzzlel oading pistolsmay be used for small gamewhere .22
riflesare permitted.

® Archery tacklemay beused for huntingwild birdsand animals.
(SeeArchery/Crosshow/M uzzl el oading License Requirements
pg. 6).

® Muzzleloading shotguns, muzzleloading riflesor archery tackle
may be used to hunt during the firearms seasonswhere not pro-
hibited (Archery/Muzzleloading License Requirementspg. 6).

® All gamebirdsand animals, except deer, may be hunted with
shotgunsfrom boats. Hunters must have permission fromthe
landowner to hunt/retrieve gamelocated on privateland.

® Pistolsandrevolversarelawful for deer and bear hunting only in
those countieswhere hunting deer and bear withriflesislawful.
Cartridges used must be .23 caliber or larger and have amanufac-
turer’srating of 350 foot-pounds muzzle energy or more.

Shooting From the Road
islllegal

Shooting at wildlife from a vehicle and/or
from oracross a publicroad is illegal.
Penalties include:fines, license revocation
and confiscation of firearms.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

® Conceded handguns may bein the possession of huntersduring
thearchery and muzzlel oading seasonswhen they also possessa
valid conceal ed handgun permit. Such handguns may not be used
to shoot wild animal sduring these seasons.

® Crosshowsarelegal to useby any hunter.

—If acrossbow isused during an archery season (including the
urban archery season) the hunter must have acrossbow
license.

—Disabled huntersunableto use conventional archery equip-
ment will no longer need adoctor's certification to useacross-
bow. A disabled hunter will need acrosshow licensewhen
using acrossbow during an archery season.

—If ahunter choosesto use both conventional archery tackle
and acrossbow during an archery season, they will need both
an archery licensewhen using the conventional bow and a
crossbow licensewhen using the crossbow.

—If ahunter choosesto use acrossbow during thefirearms
season, o crosshow licensewill berequired (just asthereis
no requirement for apersonto havean archery licenseif
using conventional archery equipment during thefirearms
Season).

—Thelawsgoverning theuse of archery tacklea so apply to
crosshow tackle.

Unlawful Feeding of Wildlife

Not only isitillegal to hunt, chasewith dogs, or attempt to
kill gamebirds and animalsfrom abaited site (seethe specific
rulesabout baiting on page 22), itisasoillegal tofeed some
wildlifeunder certain circumstances. Feeding restrictionshelp
control thetransmission of diseases, nuisance problems, litter-
ing concerns, and enforcement i ssues about hunting with bait.

Unlawful to Feed Deer
September 1, 2007 —January 5, 2008:

Itisunlawful for any personto placeor distributefood, salt,
minerasor smilar substances, to feed or attract deer from
September 1 through thefirst Saturday in January, both dates
inclusive. Nor, uponwritten notification by Department per-
sonnel, shall any person continueto place or distribute any
food, salt, mineral or similar substancesfor any purposeif the
placement of these materialsresultsin the attraction of and/or
feeding of deer. No part of thisregulation shall be construed to
restrict bonafide agronomic plantings (including wildlifefood
plots) or distribution of food to livestock.

Unlawful to Feed Bear s(anytime):

Itisunlawful for any personto place or distributefood,
minerals, carrion, or similar substancesto feed or attract ber.
Nor, upon written notification by Department personnel, shall
any person continueto place or distribute any food, mineral,
carrion or similar substancesfor any purposeif the placement
of these material sresultsin the presence of bear in such num-
bersor circumstancesto calise annoyance or inconvenienceto
any person, cause property damage, or endanger any person or
wildlife.
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Unlawful Methods

Penaltiesmay includehunting licenserevocation for oneyear to
lifeand forfeitureof firearms.

A person found guilty of aviolation asecond timewithin three
year sof apreviousconviction shall havetheir licenserevoked
by thecourt tryingthecase.

It isunlawful to:

® Huntwild birdsand wild animalswith firearmsor other weapons
on Sunday, except on licensed shooting preserves. Raccoon
huntersmay hunt until 2:00 am. Sunday mornings.

® Dischargeafirearm or archery tackleinor acrossor withinthe
right-of-way of any public road.

® Castalight attached to avehicle or from avehicle beyond aroad-
way upon placesused by deer without written permission of the
landowner or at anytimewhileinthe possession of arifle, shot-
gun, pistal, archery tackle, or speargun.

® Handleany firearminarecklessmanner so asto endanger the
life, limb, or property of any person.

® Destroy, mutilate, or takedown “ posted” signsor tolitter.
® Hunt adjacent toforest fires.

® Willfully and intentionally impedethe lawful hunting or trapping
of wild birdsor wild animals.

® Kill or cripple and knowingly alow any non-migratory game
bird or game animal to be wasted without making areasonable
effort to retrievetheanimal andretainit in possession.

® Hunt (under age 12) without being accompanied and directly
supervised by alicensed parent, guardian, or other adult designat-
ed by theparent or guardian. Theterm “accompanied and direct-
ly supervised” meansthe adult iswithin sight of the person
under theageof 12.

® Shoot arifleor pistol at wild birdsor animalson or over the pub-
licinland watersof the tate.

® Carry aloadedrifleor pistol onaboat or other floating deviceon
publicinland watersfor hunting wild birdsor animals.

® Shoot waterfowl or migratory game birdsfrom aboat being pro-
pelled by amator.

® Hunt or trap on another’sland without the landowner’s permis-
sion. (SeeHunting on Private Property pg.74)

® Hunt while under theinfluence of intoxicantsor narcotic drugs.

® Molest eggs, nest, den or young of any wild bird or animal,
except nuisance species, at any timewithout apermit asrequired
by law.

® Occupy any baited blind or other baited placefor the purpose of
taking or attempting to take any wild gamebird or wild gameani-
mal or to put out bait or salt for the purpose of taking or killing
any wild gamebird or wild gameanimal, except for the purpose
of trapping furbearing animals.

® Chasewith dogsor hunt with dogsor to attempt to chase or hunt
with dogsany wild animal from abaited site or totrain dogson
any wild animal from abaited site. Furthermore, it shall be
unlawful to place, distribute or maintain bait or salt for any wild
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animal for the purpose of chasing with dogs, hunting with dogsor
thetraining of dogs. Bait shall mean any food, grain, or other
consumable substance that could serveasalureor attractant;
however, cropsgrown for normal or accepted agricultureor
wildlifemanagement purposes shall not be considered asbait.

A baited sitewill be considered to be baited for 30 daysfollow-
ing the completeremoval of all such bait or salt.

Shoot or attempt to take any wild bird or animal from any vehi-
cle, except asotherwise provided by law.

Exceed thebag limit or possessover thedaily limit of any wild
bird or animal whileintheforests, fields, or watersof thisstate.

Uselivehirdsor animalsto decoy or call game.

Kill or attempt to kill any deer whileinaboat or other type of
watercraft.

Hunt or attempt to kill or trap any speciesof wild bird or wild ani-
mal after having obtained the daily bag or season limit during
such day or season. However, any properly licensed person, or a
person exempt from having to obtain alicense, who has obtained
such daily bag or season limit while hunting may assist others
who are hunting game by calling game, retrieving game, han-
dling dogsor conducting drivesif theweaponin hispossessonis
an unloaded firearm, abow without anocked arrow or an
unloaded crossbow. Any properly licensed person, or person
exempt from having to obtain alicense, who has obtained such
season limit prior to commencement of the hunt may assist others
who are hunting game by calling game, retrieving game, han-
dling dogs, or conducting drives, provided he doesnot havea
firearm, bow or crossbow in his possession.

Holdin captivity any livewild birdsor wild animasoutside the
limitsallowed by regulationswithout apermit.

Alter, change, borrow or lend ahunting license or permit.

Usevehiclesor possessfirearmswhileretrieving dogson private
landswithout permission of thelandowner.

Hunt with arrowsto which any drug, chemical or toxic substance
has been added or explosive-head arrows.

Possessor transport any wild bird or wild animal or the carcassor
the partsthereof, unless specificaly alowed and only in accor-
dancewith regulations.

Hunt wild birdsand wild animalswith fully automatic firearms,
(i.e.machineguns).

Sdll or purchaseany wild bird or wild animal carcassor parts
thereof, except asspecifically permitted by law.

Virginialaw specifiesthat it shall beunlawful for any personwho
has been convicted of afelony to knowingly andintentionally
possess or transport any firearm. A muzzlel oading firearmiscon-
sidered afirearm under Virginialaw. Any person prohibited from
possessing, transgporting, or carrying afirearm under thislaw may
petition thecircuit court of thejurisdictioninwhich heresidesfor
apermit to possessor carry afirearm.

Intentionally cripple or otherwise harm any game anima for the
intent of continuing ahunt, or chase, or for the purpose of training
dogs. Upontreeing, baying, or otherwise containing ananimal in
amanner that offerstheanimal no avenue of escape, the person
or thehunting party shall either harvest theanimal if withina
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legal take season and by using lawful methods of take or termi-
natethe chase by retrieving the dogsand allowing theanimal
freedom to escapefor theremainder of the same calendar day.

® Didodgeananimal fromatreefor theintent of continuing ahunt,
or chase, or for the purpose of training dogs.

® Useradiotracking equipment, except on dogsor on raptorsper-
mitted by afalconry permit, to aid in the chase, harvest or capture
of wildlife.

Plan Your Hunt,
Hunt Your Plan.
Tell Someone Where
You Are Going.

Local Firearms Ordinances, Laws and Requlations

Thefollowing countiesand cities have regul ations concerning the use and transportation of firearms. The number or numbersfollow-
ing that county nameindicatethe regulationslisted below for that particular county. In addition, certain counties have ordinances other than
thoselisted, primarily pertaining to possession of firearmsnear parks or schools, hunting or discharging firearms near popul ated areas, resi-
dences, or buildingsand agelimitationsfor possession of loaded firearmson public roads. If alocality isnot listed, statefirearmsrestrictions

apply (seeLegd Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment on page 21).

Accomack 43 Fairfax 2,25, 45

Albemarle 16,54 Fauquier 14,18, 22,36

Amherst 18 37,54

Arlington 59 Floyd 18

Buckingham 12, 60 Franklin 26

Cardline 6,17 GateCity 55

Campbell 11,22 Gloucester 14

CharlesCity 17,51 Goochland 2,9, 17,23

Chesapeake 29, 30, 46 Greensville 15,21, 22

Chesterfidd 7,14, 22, Halifax 2, 33, 38, 61
37,54, 70 Hampton (city) 31,45

Clarke 25,54 Hanover 7, 20, 46,53

Culpeper 18,22,54 Ideof Wight 8,12, 35

Cumberland 5,17,27,74 James City 40, 54

Danville 54 King George 6,17, 22, 26,54

Dinwiddie 12, 13,42 King and Queen 39, 42

Essex 7,42,49 KingWilliam 10, 17, 18,28

1. Nodischarge of firearmsexcept on approved ranges.
2. Norifleslarger than .22 for hunting.

3. Unlawful to hunt with amuzzlel oading shotgun loaded with
slugsor sabot slugs.

4. Norifleslarger than .22 for hunting except groundhogs.
5. Lawful to hunt groundhogswithriflesof acaliber larger than
.22 rimfire during the season between March 1 and August 31.

6. Norifleslarger than .22 for hunting except groundhogsoutside
of theregular hunting season.

7. Noriflesfor deer hunting.
8. Noriflesfor big gamehunting.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Lancaster 6,12, 26 Prince George 7,9, 32,42

Loudoun 22, 54, 62, 63, PrinceWilliam 2,12, 18
64, 65 Rappahannock 18

Louisa 4,9,17,27 Richmond 6, 7, 66, 67

Lunenburg 17 Richmond (city) 54

Madison 22, 25,54 Roanoke 25, 54

Mecklenburg 27 Southampton 3, 8,19, 41, 42

Middlesex 26 Stafford 18,54

Nelson 22 Suffolk 44,52

New Kent 8,12, 25,54 Surry 7,53,54

Newport News 1 Sussex 7,48, 73

Northampton 7,53 VirginiaBeach 2,7, 18,54,

Northumberland 17, 26, 42, 54 56, 57,58

Orange 18, 22,34 Warren 54

Petersburg 54 Westmoreland 24,50

Pittsylvania 26 Williamsburg 1, 54

Poquoson (city) 68,69, 71, 72 York 46, 47

10.

12.

13.

15.

16.

No hunting with shotguns|oaded with ugs.
No hunting of big gamewith shotgunsloaded with dlugs.

It shall beunlawful to hunt with afirearm on or withintheditch
line of any primary or secondary highway.

Itislawful to use muzzlel oading riflesfor gameanimasinthe
regular hunting season.

Itislawful to hunt deer with muzzlel oading riflesonly from
stands elevated 10feet.

Itisunlawful to hunt from theroad with firearms.

Itisunlawful to hunt with firearmsfrom theroad and within
10feet of theditch bank

Itisunlawful to hunt within 50 feet of theroad.
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17.

18.
10.

20.

21.

22,

23.

24,

25,

26.

27.

28.

29.

31

32

24

Muzzlel oading rifles are permitted during any authorized deer
season wherefirearmsare permitted.

Itisunlawful to hunt with afirearmwithin 100 yds. of aroad.

Itisunlawful totransport, possessor carry aloadedrifleinany
vehiclewhile ontheroad from October 1 through February 15.

It shall beunlawful to discharge or shoot any firearm or other
weaponinor along any publicroad or street or within 100
yardsthereof or within 100 yards of any building occupied or
used asadwelling or placewherethe public gathers, not his
own dwelling or residence.

Itisunlawful totransport or possessaloaded shotgun or
loaded rifle on the road from October 1 through Feb. 15.

Itisunlawful to possessaloaded firearm on the road except
when permission to hunt is obtained from landownerson each
sde.

Itisunlawful totransport or possess|oaded shotgun or loaded
rifle on theroad from sundown to sunrise.

Noriflesover .22 cdiber for hunting except for groundhogs
between March 1 and August 31.

No hunting with firearms of game speciesfromwithin 100
yds. of aroad.

No hunting with firearms of any game animal from theroad
right of way.

No hunting with firearmsfrom theroad including ditch to
ditch.

No hunting with ariflelarger than .22 cdiber or shotgun dugs
during the deer season.

When 100 yds. from aroad and elevated from astand 15ft.
aboveground ariflemay beused to hunt big game east of the
Disma Swampline.

Itisunlawful to carry aloaded firearm ontheroad or onthe
right-of-way.

All hunting withinthe City of Hamptonis prohibited, with the
exception of shotgun hunting from alicensed blind. No shot
larger than 00 buckshot may be used, and no shot shdl bedis-
charged landward within 500 feet of the shoreline.

Itislawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading riflesonly from
standselevated at least 10 feet abovetheground; however, this
requirement shall be expressly inapplicableto all legally hand-

icapped persons.

The use of amuzzle oading rifle shall be permitted during the
early muzzlel oading season and during the entireregular
firearm season for deer hunting.

Itisunlawful totrangport or possessaloaded shotgun or riflein
avehicleonaroad during open deer season.

It shall beunlawful to possessoutside of avehicle, or shoot or
hunt with arifle, muzzlel oader, pistol, or shotgun loaded with
slugs, or to possess shotgun dugs on Ragged Iand Wildlife
Management Areain|deof Wight County. In addition, it shall
be unlawful to discharge any firearmwithin 100 yardsof the

36.

37.

39.

4]1.

42.

47.

49.

boardwalk or naturetrail on Ragged Idland Wildlife Manage-
mentArea.

Itisunlawful to dischargeafirearm fromor acrossany sde-
walk, highway or on publicland.

Itisunlawful for minorsto carry firearmson public highways
or publiclandsunless accompanied by certain adults.

It shall beunlawful to use any ammunition larger than .22 rim-
firewhile hunting, except riflesup to .25 may be used to hunt
groundhogsfrom March 1 to September 1 withwritten permis-
sionfromthelandowner.

It shall belawful to usemuzzleloading riflesfor deer and squir-
relsduring theregular seasons.

It shall beunlawful to dischargeariflelarger than .22 caliber, a
muzzlel oader larger than .36 caliber, or ashotgun loaded with
sugsexcept from stands el evated at least 10 feet abovethe
ground, except for groundhogsin certain areas between

March 1 and September 1.

It shall beunlawful to hunt withamuzzleloading rifle a any-
time.

It shall beunlawful to usearifle of acaliber larger than .22 rim-
fireexcept that groundhogs may be hunted with arifle of acal-
iber larger than .22 rimfire between March 1 and August 31.

It shall beunlawful to hunt with afirearm on or within 50 feet
of the center of any primary and secondary highway.

East of the Dismal Swamp Line (see page 9 for definition of
line) Rifles, including muzzleloadingrifles, are permitted for
big game hunting when used from standselevated 15 feet
abovetheground (except legally handicapped huntersare
exempt from tree stand requirements); no specia early or late
muzzlel oader seasonsin effect.

West of the Dismal Swamp Line (see page 9for definition of
line) Noriflesfor big game hunting. However, when hunting
from astand 10 feet abovethe ground (except legally handi-
capped huntersare exempt from tree stand requirements) muz-
Zleloading riflesarelawful for game speciesduring al open
seasons, including special muzzle-loading deer seasons.

All rifles, pistols, or shotgunsloaded with dugs prohibited for
any hunting.

Discharging firearmsor air-operated or gas-operated weapons
prohibited within certain areas: check local county/city ordi-
nances.

No discharge of rifleslarger than .22 except on approved
ranges.

Muzzlel oading rifles permitted during the special muzzlel oad-
ing season.

Muzzlel oading rifles are permitted during any authorized

firearms season for the hunting of game animalsexcept for the
hunting of turkeysduring the spring gobbl er season.

It shall beunlawful for any person to hunt inthe county witha
shotgun loaded with dugsor amuzzlel oading rifle other than
during the prescribed open season for the hunting of big game

Species.
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51.

52.

£ 3

55.

57.

59.

It shall belawful to hunt deer with arifle of acaliber larger than
.22 rimfireduring the general firearms deer season provided
that any such non-muzzlel oading rifle may be used only froma
height of 10feet or morefromtheground.

It shall be unlawful to dischargeafirearmor air gunof .177
cdiber or larger within any densely populated ares; within 100
yardsfrom any structure or within 100 yardsfromany public
street, secondary road or highway within thecity, except ona
permitted firing range or at or upon the property of another
without permission.

Itislawful to hunt deer with muzzleloading rifles.

Itisunlawful totransport, possess, or carry aloadedrifleor
shotgunin any vehicleon any public street, road or highway.

It shall beunlawful for any personinthetown, except aduly
authorized officer in the course of hisduty, tofireor discharge
any gun, pistol or other firearmsof any kind.

No discharge of firearmsacrassor within 150 yards of any
building, dwelling, street, sidewalk, dley, roadway, public
land, or public place.

No discharge of firearmsnorth or west of alinefromthe
Chesapeake-VirginiaBeach boundary; thence northwardly
along North Landing Road; thence eastwardly along Indian
River Road; thence northeastwardly along New Bridge Road;
thence eastwardly along Sandbridge Road to theAtlantic
Ocean, or acrossany land north of False Cape Park and east of
ShippsBay and Point Creek. No discharge of rifleslarger than
.22 south of thislineexcept muzzlel oading riflesmay be used
to hunt deer during thefirearms deer season.

Shotgunsfiring pelletslawful on certain agricultura lands of
fifty contiguousacresor more, and on certain lands south of a
linefrom the Chesapeske-Virginia Beach boundary, thence
northeastwardly along Elbow Road; thence southeastwardly
along Salem Road; thence northeastwardly aong North Land-
stown Road; thence southeastwardly along PrincessAnne
Road; thence eastwardly along Sandbridge Road tothe
Atlantic Ocean. The property must be permitted by the City
Manager for thispurpose.

It shall beunlawful for any person to discharge or shoot off a
firearminthe county. It shall beunlawful for any persontodis-
chargeor shoot or throw any dangerous missilesby mechani-
cal, explosive, air-or gas-propelled means, or smilar method
or deviceonto or acrossany public sidewalk, path, or roadway,
at any public structure or building, or at or onto the property of
another. Itisunlawful for any person to shoot acompound
bow, crosshow, longbow, or recurve bow at or upon the proper-
ty of another without permission. It shal beunlawful todis-
chargeaprojectilefromany of the af orementioned bowswith-
in 100 yardsof any public road, public building or structure,
privateresidenceor structure, or property of another. Nothing
inthisordinance shall be construed to prohibit the use of
firearmsor other instruments or missilesor compound bows,
crossbows, longbows, or recurve bowsinlawful self defense
orinthelawful defenseof property, or to prohibit the use of
firearmsor other missiles or compound bows, crosshows,
longbows, or recurve bowsin supervised sport, recrestion, or
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training conducted on safety-inspected and approved ranges
and courses, provided the sameisnot contrary to existing law.

Itislawful to hunt deer withriflesfrom standselevated at | east
10feet abovetheground during theregular hunting season.

Itisunlawful to hunt or attempt to hunt on aprimary or second-
ary state maintai ned highway, and within the sideditches of
such highways.

Discharging firearmsis prohibited within certain areas (check
loca county ordinancefor areadescription), except deer hunt-
ingispermitted with handguns, shotguns, or muzzlel oading
riflesusing asingleprojectileand all other huntingisallowed
withriflesof .22 caliber rimfireor less, handguns, shotguns,
and muzzlel oading riflesusing singleor multiple projectiles.

Thedischarge of firearmsisprohibited within 50 yardsof a
highway inthe primary or secondary system of stateroads.

Dischargeof firearmsisprohibited within 100 yards of any
public park or school.

Dischargeof firearmsisprohibited within 100 yardsof abuild-
ing with acurrent occupancy permit unlessthe owner or
authorized agent has given permission.

Muzzlel oadersshdl belegal firearmsduring any firearms sea
son.

Shotgun dugsshall be permitted for deer hunting.

It shall beunlawful for any person to transport, possessor carry
aloaded shotgun, rifle, pistol, or firearm of any natureinany
vehicleor on hisperson over, dong or on any public street,
road or highway inthecity.

It shall beunlawful for any personto dischargeanair gun,
spring gun or firearm from, along, acrossor toward, or within
300yardsof any paved public street, highway or road or any
buildinginthecity.

It shall belawful to hunt game specieswith amuzzleloading
rifle during the prescribed open seasons.

Thedischargeor use of arifle, except for a.22 caliber rimfire
isprohibited withinthecity limits.

The use of muzzlel oading riflesduring the prescribed open
seasonsfor the hunting of game speciesispermittedin thecity;
provided, however, that the use of such muzzleloading rifle
shall beonly fromastand located at |east 10 feet abovethe
ground.

Noriflesfor turkey hunting.

Unlawful to hunt deer during theregular hunting seasonwith a
riflecof .23 caliber or larger either on publiclandsor inthearea
of the County bordered to the north by the James River, tothe
west by Route 602 from the WillisRiver, and to the south by
Route 45 and Route 684 to the County line (generally known
asCartersvilleHistoric Digtrict); except fromatreestand ele-
vated at least 10 feet abovethe ground. It shall belawful to
hunt with amuzzlél oading riflefrom the ground or

from atree stand elevated to any height.
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Bear, Deer and Turkey Tag Validation
and Checking Requirements

Validation of Bear,Deer and Turkey
Tags

® All hunterskilling abear, deer, or turkey, unlessthe hunter is
licenseexempt, arerequired to validate an appropriatetag on their
bear-deer-turkey license (big gamelicense), bonusdeer permit, or
special permit (DCAP, DMAP) at theplace of kill prior to mov-
ing theanima inany way. To validate atag, successful hunters
must completely remove the designated notch areafromthe
appropriatelicense or permit tag.

® DO NOT detach license or permit tagsto attach totheanimal.
Validation only requirestheremoval of the designated notch area
from the gppropriatelicenseor permit tag.

® |t shall beunlawful for any personto validate (notch) abear, deer,
or turkey tag from any license or specia permit prior to thekilling
of ananimal. Atagthat ismistakenly validated (notched)
prior tothekilling of an animal must beimmediately voided
by thelicenseeor permitteeby writing, in ink, theword
“VOID” onthelineprovided on thetag.

® Hunterskilling an elk arerequired to validate an appropriate deer
tag.

Checking Bear,Deer and Turkey

® Bear, deer and turkey must be checked by all successful hunters,
including license exempt hunters, upon vehicletransport of the
carcassor at theconclusion of legal hunting hours, whichever
occursfirst and without unnecessary delay.

® All deer and spring turkeysmust be checked at acheck station, by
using thetelephone, or the Internet.

DEER EITHER SEX

X5200185200

DONOREMOVE
2007-08

VA RESIDENT

BEAR - DEER - TURKEY

Check Card or Confirmationgumber

DO NO REMOVE
2007-08

yemoving game from place of

h Check Card or Confirmation Numb
2nse must be notched in the oy oo e

late area. Game must be checked

DO NO REMOVE
2007-08

DEER ANTLERLESS ONLY

rized check stations. Deer and Check Card or Confirmation Number

jobblers may be checked toll free
5-GOT-GAME (1 468-4263).

DONOREMOVE
2007-08

Check Card or Confirmation Number

DEER ANTLERLESS ONLY ]

NTING LICENSE ALSO REQUIRED

DONOREMOVE
2007-08

Check Card or Confirmation Number

DEER ANTLERLESS ONLY :]
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® All fal turkeys must be checked at acheck station. Fall turkeys
cannot be checked through thetelephoneor Internet checking
system.

All bearsmust be checked at an official bear check station. Bears
cannot be checked through thetelephoneor I nternet checking
system.

[tisunlawful to destroy theidentity (sex) of any bear, deer or
turkey until it ischecked. After an appropriate tag hasbeen vai-
dated (notched), successful bear, deer and ek huntersare allowed
to dismember the carcassto pack it out from the place of kill as
long asthey do not destroy theidentity of the sex and all the parts
of thecarcass (excluding internal organs) are present when the
animal ischecked

Deer checked by telephoneor Internet, with the proper confirma-
tion number, aredigibleto beentered in the Eastern or Western
Regional Big Game Contest or the VirginiaOutdoor Sportsman
Show.

Spring turkey hunters, who planto enter aturkey in any big game
or trophy contest that requiresacertified weight of theturkey, will
need to check their turkey at acheck station. These contests
requireacheck card for dl entries.

® Elk must be checked at acheck station. Elk cannot be checked
through the telephone or Internet checking system.

Check Stations for Bear,Deer and

Turkey

® Check tation locationsarelisted on the Department Web site at
www.dgif.virginiagov or cal aDepartment Officelisted on page
3of thedigest.

1. Removethedesignated notch areafrom the appropri-
atetag onyour big gamelicense prior to moving the
anima inany way. Do not removethetag from
your license.

Check your deer or spring turkey by calling
1-866-468-4263, go ontheInternet at
www.dgif.virginia.gov, or takeit to acheck
station. Bearsand fall turkeys must be checked
at acheck station.

Writethecheck card number or theconfirmation
number (from telephoneor Internet checking) in
ink on thelicensetag next tothenotch.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



® Hunters, checking bear, deer, elk and turkeysat acheck station
will begiven acheck card furnished by the Department. The suc-
cessful hunter shall thenimmediately writethe check card num-
ber inink, onthelinelabeled “check card or confirmation num-
ber” of thetag that wasvalidated (notched) at the place of kill.

® Black bearsmust be checked at an official black bear check sta-
tion. One or more bear check stationshave been established in 72
countiesor cities (see page 30). Thelocation of these bear check
stations can be obtained from any check station, gamewarden, or
Department office. In countieswithout established bear check
stations, successful huntersmay transport their kill to abear
check stationin an adjoining county that hasan established bear
check station and also may havetheir bear checked by agame
warden or by Wildlife Division staff. Department staff may be
contacted by calling theVVDGI F radio dispatcher (in Richmond,
804-367-1258) or nearest Department office. The successful bear
hunter shall surrender, or allow to beremoved, one premolar
tooth from the carcass. Al so the check station operator shall per-
manently affix aseal, furnished by the Department, to the carcass.

® Thecheck card must be kept in possession with the carcass until
the carcassis processed.

® |f thecarcassof ananimal that waschecked at acheck stationis
|eft unattended, the check card must be securely attached to the
carcass.

® Huntersneeding acopy of alost check card should call the appro-
priate Department region officelisted on page 3.

Telephone and Internet Checking
for Deer and Spring Turkey

® When using thetelephone checking system:
— Successful hunters can check their kill by calling atoll-free
number, 1-866-GOT-GAME (468-4263).
— Only touch-tone phones may beused (rotary phoneswill not
work).

® Whenusing the Internet checking system:
— Successful hunters can check their kill by visiting
www.dgif.virginia.gov and clicking on Hunting, then under
Linksclick Check Game Online.

— Huntershavethe option of printing acheck card at the end of
Internet-checking sessions.

® Only deer (except elk) and spring turkey may be checked using
telephoneor Internet checking.

® Beforeusing either thetelephoneor Internet checking system,
youwill need your big gamelicense, apen and apiece of paper to
record your confirmation number. If you are exempt from pur-
chasing abig gamelicense, youwill need your driver’slicense
number or thelast four digits of your socia security number.

® Follow theinstructionsand providethe requested information.

® Youwill begivenaconfirmation number at theend of thetele-
phone or Internet session. Writeit down. Licensed huntersmust
then immediately write this confirmation number, inink, onthe
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linelabeled “ check card or confirmation number” of thetag that
wasvalidated. When using thetelephoneor Internet checking
system, besurethat the confirmation number isaletter
followed by ten digits. I f your telephoneor I nter net checking
session iscut off or your confirmation number isnot
complete, start the session again and repeat stepsuntil the
complete confirmation number isobtained.

® Shed-antlered buck deer should be entered asan antlered buck
with Oantler points.

® Hunterschecking two deer on the same day may get thesame
confirmation number for both animals. Thisisokay.

Carcass Transferred or Unattended

® |f thekill isreported using thetelephone or Internet checking sys-
tem by ahunter who validated atag, no personal check cardis
required aslong asthe hunter isin possession of thecarcass,
However, if the carcassistransferred to the possession of another
individual or |eft unattended, apersonal check card (seeexample
below) or Internet check card must be created and kept in posses-
sionwith the carcass until thecarcassis processed. If the carcass
isleft unattended, the personal check card or Internet check card
must be securely attached to the carcass.

® License-exempt hunters: If thekill isreported using thetelephone
or Internet checking system by ahunter whoislicensed exempt
(for example, alandowner who did not have alicensetagtovali-
dateat the place of kill), the successful hunter must creste aper-
sonal check card (see examplebelow) or print an Internet check
card. Thepersona check card or Internet check card must be kept
in possession with the carcassuntil the carcassis processed. If the
carcassisleft unattended, the personal check card or Internet
check card must be securely attached to the carcass.

Exampleof aPersonal Check Card
Ananimd reported using thetelephone or Internet checking sys-

temwill requirethecreation of apersonal check cardif:

1. Thehunter islicense exempt.
2. Thecarcassistranferred to someonee se.
3. Thecarcassisleft unattended.

Thepersonal check card may bewritten on any type of paper
using apen and must includethe hunter’ sfull name, date of kill and

the telephone confirmation number. A check card printed from the

Internet may beused in place of apersonal check card.

John W. Doe
November 23, 2007
X5200185200
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Big Game
Hunting Seasons

Bear

BagLimits:

Oneper licenseyear, at least 100 poundsliveweight or 75 pounds
dressed weight (al internal organsremoved). Femaleswith cubs
may not be harvested.

Archery Bear Season
October 13-November 10: Statewide

L egal Methodsand Redtrictions

Specia restrictionsapply to archery tackle use during this season.
Seelega Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21 for
details.

® Archery tackleonly.

® Broadhead widthsmust beat least 7/s-inch wide or expand upon
impact to 7/s-inch.

® Bowsmust becapableof propelling abroadhead arrow at least
125yards.

® Unlawful to usearrowsto which any drug, chemical, or toxic
substance has been added or explosive head arrows.

® Unlawful to haveafirearmin possession.
® Unlawful tousedogs.

Muzzleloader Bear Season

November 13-16

Closed

Muzzleoader Bear Season
November 13-16: Certain counties, see map below

L egal Methodsand Restrictions

Specid regtrictionsapply to specific firearmsuse during this
season. Seelegal Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21
and Local FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23 for details.

® Muzzldoading firearmsonly .

® Muzzleloading guns must be single shot flintlock or percussion
ignition, excluding muzzleloading pistols.

® Must be .45 caliber or larger.

® Scopesarepermitted.

® Must beabletofireonly asinglebullet or saboted bullet (.38 cal-
iber or larger projectile).

® Must beloaded from themuzzle of thegun.

® Must useat least 50 grainsof black powder or black powder
equivalent.

® For the purposesof transportation inavehicle, muzzleloading
firearmsare considered “ unloaded” when al powder hasbeen
removed from theflashpan, or the percussion cap hasbeen
removed from the nipple. For complete safety, amuzzlel oader
should be emptied by shootinginto soft ground.

® Unlawful to haveinimmediate possession any firearm other than
amuzzlel oading gun while hunting with amuzzlel oader .

® Unlawful tohunt bear with dogs.

® Unlawful to usemuzzlel oading pistols.

® Must useat least 50 grainsof black powder or black powder
equivalent.

® Smokelesspowder isallowed in muzzlel oading weapons
designedfor it. Never usesmokelesspowder of any typein
any quantity in amuzzleloading firear m that isnot
specifically designed for it.

[-81
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Firearms Bear Season

December 3-15

In the counties of Buchanan, Campbell (west of
Norfolk Southern Railroad), Carroll, Dickenson, Floyd, Franklin,
Grayson, Henry, Lee, Montgomery (south of 1-81), Patrick, Pittsyl-
vania(west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Pulaski (south of 1-81),
Roanoke (south of 1-81), Russdll, Scott, Smyth (south of 1-81),
Tazewell (north of Rt. 19 and west of Rt. 16), Washington (south of
[-81 or west of Rt. 19), Wiseand Wythe (south of 1-81), and onthe
ClinchMountain and Hidden Valley Wildlife Management Aress.

November 26-January 5.

Inthe countiesof Albemarle, Alleghany, Amherst,
Augusta, Bath, Bedford, Bland, Botetourt, Cul peper, Craig, Giles,
Greene, Highland, Madison, Montgomery (north of 1-81), Nelson,
Page, Pulaski (north of 1-81), Rappahannock, Roanoke (north of |-
81), Rockbridge, Rockingham, Shenandoah, Smyth (north of 1-81),
Tazewel| (south of Rt. 19 or east of Rt. 16), Warren, Washington
(that part north of 1-81 whichiseast of Rt. 19), Wythe (north of 1-
81).

Exception

— Clinch Mountain and Hidden Ve ley Wildlife Management

Areas (see December 3-15 season)

November 5-January 5

Inthecitiesof Chesapeake, Suffolk and Virginia
Beach.

Closed

Inthe counties of Accomack, Amelia, Appomattox,
Arlington, Brunswick, Buckingham, Campbel| (east of Norfolk

Southern Railroad), Caroline, Charles City, Charlotte, Chesterfield,
Clarke, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Essex, Fairfax, Fauquier, Fluvan-

Firearms Bear Season

na, Frederick, Gloucester, Goochland, Greensville, Halifax,
Hanover, Henrico, I1dle of Wight, James City, King and Queen,
King George, King William, Lancaster, Loudoun, L ouisa, Lunen-
burg, Mathews, Mecklenburg, Middlesex, New Kent, Northamp-
ton, Northumberland, Nottoway, Orange, Pittsylvania(east of Nor-
folk Southern Railroad), Powhatan, Prince Edward, Prince George,
Prince William, Richmond, Southampton, Spotsylvania, Stafford,
Surry, Sussex, Westmoreland, York and the citiesof Hampton,
Newport News, Norfolk and Portsmouth.

L egal Methodsand Restrictions

Specia restrictionsapply to specific firearmsuse during this
season. Seelegal Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21
and Local FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23 for details.

® Modernfirearms
® Archery tackle
® Muzzleloading firearms

DogsMay Not BeUsed toHunt Bear:

® During thefirearmsdeer season inthe countieswest of the Blue
Ridgeandin the countiesof Amherst (west of Rt. 29), Bedford,
and Nelson (west of Rt. 151).

® Duringthefirst 12 hunting daysof thefirearmsdeer seasonin
M adison and Greene counties.

® Inthecountiesof Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad),
Carroll (east of theNew River), Floyd, Franklin, Grayson (east of
theNew River), Henry, Montgomery (south of 1-81), Patrick,
Pittsylvania(west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Pulaski (south
of 1-81) Roanoke (south of 1-81) and Wythe (south of 1-81, east of
Rt. 21, north and east of Cripple Creek and southeast of the New
River).

® \When hunting during the archery or muzzl €l oading bear seasons.

1-81 Rt.21

www.dgif.virginia.gov
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Bear Checking:

All bears must be checked at an official bear check station.
Locations for bear check stations are available on the
VDGIF Web site or by calling 1-804-367-1000.Bears cannot
be checked through the telephone checking system.

Counties With Bear Check Stations For 2007

With Bear Check Stations

Without Bear Check Stations

o
!~
% o

Bear Hound Tralnlng Season December 3-15 (closed Sundays)
NO BLACK BEAR MAY BE TAKEN DURING THISSEASON.

Season: August 11-September 29
August 11-September 29 (Sundaysincluded)
Certain counties, see map. Closed

December 3-15 (Sundaysclosed)
Certain counties, see map. 1-81

® Onehalf hour before sunriseto one half hour after sunset.

Unlawful M ethods:
® Tohavein possession afirearm, bow, or other wegponwhichis

capable of taking black bear. Possession shall include,
but not belimited to, having any bow, firearm, or other

weapon in or on one' s person, vehicle or conveyance. w
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>
Q
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Deer

General Information

Do Not Feed Deer

Department regulation makesitillegal to placeor distribute
food, salt or mineralsto feed or attract deer from September 1
through January 5, statewide. This prohibition doesnot includethe
planting of agronomic cropsor wildlifefood plots.

BagLimits.
East of theBlue Ridge (except on National Forest landsin
Ambher st, Bedford, and Nelson counties)

Thebag limit for deer shall betwo aday, six alicenseyear. Of the

six deer limit, no morethan three may beantlered deer and at least
threemust beantlerlessdeer.

West of theBlueRidgeand on National Forest landsin
Ambher st, Bedford, and Nelson counties

Thebag limit for deer shall beoneaday and fivealicenseyear.
Of thefivedeer limit, no more than two may beantlered deer and at
least three must be antlerlessdeer.

— Only oneantlered deer may betaken during the early muz-
Zleloader season per muzzlel oader hunter.

— If ahunter killstwo antlered deer in Shenandoah County,
at least one of theantlered deer must have at least 4 antler
points, 1inch or longer, on oneside.

Bag Limit Exceptions

® Deer hunters, including those exempt from purchasing alicense,
on privateland and authorized public lands may take morethan
thelicense-year bag limit by using bonusdeer permitsor special
permits (DCAPand DMAP). See Bonus Deer Permitsbox on
thispage

® DCAPand DMAPtagsdo not count against the daily or season
bag limit.

©Dwight Dyke
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Bonus Deer Permits
4 Arevalidforantlerless deer only.

4 Arenotrestricted to the number that may be purchased
and used.

4 Allow deerto be taken in addition to the license year bag
limit.
4 Do notallow daily bag limit to be exceeded.

4 Arevalid only on private lands and authorized public
lands.

4 Arenotvalid on National Forest and Department-owned
lands.

4 Arenotvalidin Buchanan, Dickenson,and Wise counties.

4 Arevalid during the archery,muzzleloader,and firearms
deer seasons.

4 Arevalid only on designated either-sex deer hunting
days.

Violet Mears of Parksley harvested her first
deer in 2006.This was her second season
hunting.

Hunters using tree stands should follow
these basic safety guidelines:

4+ Useaharness or safety belt to secure yourself to the
tree.

4+ Never climb with equipment; use a haul line to get your
unloaded gun or bow into and out of the tree stand.

4+ Keep portable tree stands in good working condition
and thoroughly inspect permanent tree stands for
loose or rotten boards before using.

+ Stayalertand awake. If you start to nod off,get back to
the ground.
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Antlered and Antlerless Deer

Deer Tags
® Either-sex deer tags(commonly called “buck” tags) may be
used on antlered or antlerlessdeer.

® Antlerlessonly deer tags(commonly called* do€’ tags) may
only beused on antlerlessdeer.

Antlered and AntlerlessDeer

Antlered Deer
® Antlered deer must have antlersvisible abovethehairline.
Virginiadoesnot have aminimum antler length requirement.

® Anantlered deer must betagged with an either-sex deer tag.

AntlerlessDeer

® Antlerlessdeer may only betaken during designated either-
sex deer hunting days during the archery season(s), muzzle-
loading season(s), and firearms season. Youth deer hunters see
Specia Youth Antlerless Deer Regulation provisionsbelow.

® Antlerlessdeer (does, button bucks, and shed-antlered bucks)
may betagged with an either-sex deer tag or an antlerlessonly
deer tag.

® Button bucks, malefawns approximately six monthsold, are
considered antlerlessdeer. Thehair covered bumpsona
button buck’shead are not antlers. They arethe pedicelsfrom
whichtheantlerswill grow the next year.

® Antlered deer that have shed their antlers, usudly inlate
December or early January, are a so considered antlerless
deer.

Special Youth Antlerless
Deer Regulation

Deer hunters 15 yearsof ageand
under, resident or nonresident, may
takeoneantlerlessdeer per license
year on daysother than designated
either-sex deer hunting daysduring
the muzzlel oading season(s) or the
firearmsseasoninall countiesthat
haveat |east one either-sex deer
hunting day during thefirearmsdeer
season. Thisregulation appliestoal
publiclands (national forest lands,
stateforests, wildlife management
aress, etc.) opento deer hunting
except thosein Buchanan, Dicken-
son, and Wise counties.

Ay

32

Deer Antlers

Buck antlers are true bone that grows from pedicels on
the frontal bones of the skull.

Annual antler growth generally begins in mid-March to
April.

Abuck’s first set of antlers grows during his yearling
spring and summer (e.g.,at 12 years-of-age).

The growing bone is full of blood vessels and nerves and
is covered with hairy skin called“velvet.”

Growth continues through August or September. The
bone then hardens,and the velvet dries up and falls off.

Most antlered bucks in Virginia are in hard polished antler
by September 15th.

By late December or early January, the antlers fall off in
response to changes in day length and decreasing
testosterone levels.

Keep Your Firearms
Pointed in a
Safe Direction.

Participants from the Tidewater area gather for youth deer hunt.

©Dwight Dyke.
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Antlered or Antlerless?

Hunters are sometimes confused about whether a deer they killed should be tagged with
an either sex tag (commonly called a“buck tag”) or an antlerless only deer tag.This confusion
often occurs when the antler is barely visible or the pedicels are visible.

Shed Bucksareoften harvested latein the season.
Thesearebucksthat have dropped their antlers
and only thepedicel or bony baseisleft onthe
skull andisusually flush with the hairline. A shed

Antlered bucksare defined asdeer with
antlersvisibleabovethehairline. If theantler

isbreaking the skin and protruding abovethe hairlinethe buck isan antlerlessdeer and istagged with an
deer isconsidered an antlered deer and must betagged with either-sex deer tag or an antlerless deer tag.
an either sex deer tag.

Button bucksor malefawnswill have bumpsor

knobs, known asthe pedicels, wherethe antlerswill
grow but the bumps or knobsdo not break the skin or
protrude abovetheskin. The skiniscovering theentire
pedicel. Theselook like buttons on the deer’shead
thustheterm button bucks. Button bucksare consid-
ered antlerless deer and aretagged with an either-sex
deer tag or an antlerlessdeer tag.
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Shenandoah County
If ahunter killstwo antlered bucksin Shenandoah County, at least one of the bucksmust haveat least 4
antler points, 1inch or longer, on oneside.

Fairystoneand Featherfin WM As
OntheQuality Deer Management Areaof the Fairystone WM A and FeatherfinWM A alegal buck isadeer

with at least 4 antler points, 1inch or longer, on either theright or left antler. Gillustrations by Spike Knuth
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Archery Deer Seasons
Archery Either-Sex Deer Hunting

® Deer of either sex may betaken full seasonduring dl archery sea
sons, unlessotherwise noted below.

—Only antlered deer may betaken duringtheearly and late
archery deer seasonson PAL S (PublicAccessLands) in Dick-
enson County.

Early Archery Season:
October 6-November 16: Statewide

LateArchery Seasons.

December 3-January 5:

® |nal areaswest of the Blue Ridge (except Clarke and Floyd
countiesand on privatelandsin Frederick County).

® |nthecounties(including the citiesand townswithin) of Amherst
(west of Rt. 29), Bedford, Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern
Railroad), and Nelson (west of Rt. 151).

® Onthe Chester F. PhelpsWMA and on National Forest landsin
Frederick County.

December 1-January 5:

® Inthecitiesof Chesapeake, Suffolk (east of the Dismal Swamp
line), and VirginiaBeach.

December 17-January 5:

® Inthecounties(including the citiesand townswithin) of Floyd,
Franklin, Henry, Patrick, and Pittsylvania(west of Norfolk
Southern Railroad).

Urban Archery Deer Seasons.
September 15-October 5and January 7-March 29

® Withintheincorporated limitsof thecitiesof Colonia Heights,
Danville, Emporia, Franklin, Lynchburg, Martinsville, Radford,

VirginiaBowhunter Survey
ParticipantsNeeded

In 1997, the Department initiated a statewide bowhunter
survey to obtaininformation on bear, deer, turkey, small game, and
furbearer populations. Deer data collected provides
important information relative to deer popul ation trends, adult sex
ratios, and recruitment. Approximately 300 archershave
participated in the past few years. The Department would liketo
increase the number and distribution of cooperatorsacrossthe
Commonwedth. If youwould liketo participateinthissurvey,
pleaseindicate your interest and send your mailing addressto
mike.fies@dgif.virginia.gov. Participantswill receivean annual
survey form to complete during the early archery deer seasonand a
copy of the results after they are compiled. The Department appre-
ciatesyour interest and cooperation.
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Richmond, Winchester and thetowns of Altavista, Amherst,
Blacksburg, Christiansburg, Farmville, Independence, Purcel-
Iville, Richlands, Rocky Mount, Tazewell, West Point andin
Fairfax County.

® Duringtheseseasonsonly antlerlessdeer may betaken.

® Ligsof propertiesavailablefor hunting are not maintained by the
Department or local governments.

® Gotowww.dgif.virginia.gov/hunting/special_urban_
archery.html for local restrictionsand other urban archery
information.

L egal Methodsand RedtrictionsDuring
Archery Deer Seasons.

Special redtrictionsmay apply during thisseason. Seel ega Use
of Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21 and Local Firearms
Ordinances, pg. 23 for details.

® Archery tackleonly
® Crosshowsarelegal.

® Broadhead widthsmust be at least 7/s-inch wide or expand upon
impact to 7/s-inch.

® Bowsmust be capableof propelling abroadhead arrow at least
125yards.

® |tisunlawful to usearrowstowhich any drug, chemical or toxic
substance has been added or explosive head arrows.

® [tisunlawful to haveafirearmin possession (seeexceptionfor
concealed handgunson page 21).

® |tisunlawful to usedogs.

Muzzleloader Deer Seasons

Early Muzzleloader Season East of theBlue
Ridge (except on National Forest landsin
Amher s, Bedford and Nelson counties)

November 3-16:

® |nall areaswheredeer hunting with arifle or muzzleloading gun
ispermitted east of the Blue Ridge unless noted in the season
exceptionslisted below.
Season Exceptions:
—National Forest landsin Amherst, Bedford, and Nelson
counties (seethe November 10-16 season).
—Closedinthecities of Chesapeake, Suffolk (east of the
Dismal Swampline), and VirginiaBeach.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

November 3-16 (full season):
Inall areas(including Occoneechee State Park) unless other-
wise noted below.

— November 10:
On State Forest lands, State Park lands (except Occoneechee
State Park), Department-owned lands, and the Philpott
Reservair.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Early Muzzle oader Season West of the Blue
Ridgeand on National Forest landsin Amher <,
Bedford and Nelson counties

November 10-16:

® |nall areaswheredeer hunting with arifle or muzzlel oading gun
ispermitted west of the Blue Ridge and on National Forest lands
inAmherst, Bedford and Nelson counties.

® Antlered Deer Restriction:
—Only one antlered deer may be taken per muzzlel oader hunter
during thisseason.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:
November 12:
Inall areas unless otherwise noted bel ow.

— November 10-16 (full season):
In Clarke and Floyd countiesand on privatelandsin Freder-
ick, Roanoke and Warren counties.

— Antlered deer only—noether-sex deer hunting days:
In Buchanan, Dickenson, Lee, Russdll, Scott, Smyth,
Tazewell, Washington, and Wise counties and on portions of
Grayson Highlands State Park and National Forest landsin
Grayson County.

LateMuzzld oader Season:
December 15-January 5:

® West of the Blue Ridge (except Clarke County and on private
landsin Frederick County).

® Eadt of theBlueRidgein the counties(including citiesand
townswithin) of Amherst (west of Rt. 29), Bedford, Campbell
(west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Franklin, Henry, Nelson
(west of Rt. 151), Patrick, and Pittsylvania(west of Norfolk
Southern Railroad) and inthe cities of Chesapeakeand Virginia
Beach.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:
December 31-January 5:
Inall areasunless otherwise noted below.

— December 15-January 5 (full season):
Inthe countiesof Amherst (west of Rt. 29, except on National
Forest lands), Bedford (except on National Forest lands),
Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Floyd,
Franklin, Henry, Nel son (west of Rt. 151, except on National
Forest lands), Patrick, Pittsylvania(west of Norfolk Southern
Railroad), and on privatelandsin Roanoke and Warren coun-
ties.

— January 5:
Inthe countiesof Grayson, Lee, Russell, Scott, Smyth,
Tazewell, and Washington.

— Antlered deer only—no either-sex deer hunting days:
In Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise counties.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

M uzzleloading Either-sex Deer Hunting for

I ncor porated Citiesand Towns:

Deer of either sex may betaken full season during al muzzle-
| oading seasonswithin theincorporated limits of any city or townin
the Commonweal th that allows deer hunting (except inthe counties
of Buchanan, Dickenson and Wiseand in the cities of Chesapeake,
Suffolk and VirginiaBeach).

Note, thereare no either-sex deer hunting daysduring theearly
or late muzzl el oader deer seasonsin Buchanan, Dickenson, or Wise
counties. Theearly muzzleloader deer seasoninthe City of Suffolk
(west of the Disma Swampline) isfull season either-sex. Thereis
no early muzzlel oader deer season inthe cites of Chesapeake, Suf-
folk (east of the Dismal Swampline), and VirginiaBeach. Inthe
citiesof Chesapeake and VirginiaBeach during thelate muzzle-
|oader deer season, thelast six daysare either-sex deer hunting days
(December 31-January 5). Thereisno late muzzleloader deer sea-
soninthe City of Suffolk (east of the Disma Swampline).

L egal M ethodsand RestrictionsDuring
Muzzleloader Deer Seasons:

Special restrictionsapply to specific firearmsuseduring thissea-
son. Seelegal Use of Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21 and
Local FirearmsOrdinance, pg. 23for details.
® Muzzleloading firearmsonly.
® Muzzleloading gunsmust be single shot flintlock or percussion

ignition, excluding muzzleloading pistols.
® Must be .45 caliber or larger.
® Scopespermitted.
® Must beabletofireonly asinglebullet or saboted bullet

(.38 caliber or larger projectile).
® Must beloaded from themuzzle of the gun.

® Must useat least 50 grainsof black powder or black powder
equivalent.

® Smokelesspowder isallowed in muzzlel oading weapons
designedfor it. Never use smokelesspowder of any type, in
any quantity, in amuzzleloading firear m that isnot specifi-
cally designed for it.

® For the purposes of transportation in avehicle, muzzleloading
firearmsare considered “ unloaded” when al powder hasbeen
removed from the flashpan, or the percussion cap hasbeen
removed from the nipple. For complete safety, amuzzlel oader
should be emptied by shooting into soft ground.

® Unlawful to haveinimmediate possession any firearm other than
amuzzlel oading gun while hunting with amuzzlel oader (see
exception for concealed handgunson page 21).

® Unlawful to hunt deer with dogs.
® Unlawful to use muzzleloading pistols.
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Firearms Deer Seasons

November 17-January 5:

Inthe counties (including the citiesand towns with-
in) of Accomack, Clarke, Fauquier (see season exceptionfor C. .
PhelpsWMA below), Frederick (see season exception for National
Forest landsbelow), Greensville, Ide of Wight, Loudoun,
Northampton, Prince William, Southampton, Surry, Sussex, and
York.

® |InArlington County, City of Hampton, and City of Richmond.
(Inthe City of Richmond: archery only, no specia permitis
required for archery deer hunting.)
Note: Local Ordinances prohibit the discharge of firearmsin
theseareas(seeLoca Firearms Ordinances, pg. 23).

® |nthecity of Lynchburg (on privatelandsfor which aspecid per-
mit hasbeen issued by the Chief of Police). Inthecity of Newport
News: archery only, no specia permitisrequired for archery deer
hunting.

® Tofirearmsdeer hunt on privatelandsin Fairfax County aspecial
landowner permit isrequired.Contact the Div. of Animal Control,
4500 West Ox Road, Fairfax, VA 22030for details. No specia
police permit isrequired for archery deer hunting.
Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:
November 17—January 5 (full season):
Inall areasunless otherwise noted below.
—November 24 and January 5:
OntheG.R. Thompson WMA..

—Antlered deer only-—no either-sex deer hunting days:
OntheCarlideTract of the Hog Idand WMA and Ragged
IdandWMA. Specia Youth AntlerlessDeer Regulation

applies.
Season Exception:
November 17-December 1 firearmsseasononthe C.F.
PhelpsWMA and National Forestslandsin Frederick.
Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:
November 24 and December 1:
—On National Forest landsin Frederick.

November 24:
—OntheC.F. PhelpsWMA.
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West of the Blue Ridge
36

East of the Blue Ridge

November 17-December 1:

Inthe counties (including the citiesand townswith-
in) of Amherst (west of Rt. 29), Bedford, Botetourt, Campbell (west
of Norfolk Southern Railroad), Carroll, Grayson, Montgomery,
Nelson (west of Rt. 151), Roanoke, Shenandoah, and Warren.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

November 17-December 1 (full season):
Inal areas unless otherwise noted bel ow.

—November 24, November 30 and December 1:
On National Forest |landsand Department-owned landsin
Carroll and Roanoke and on National Forest landsin
Botetourt and Montgomery.

—November 24-December 1:
On Nationa Forest landsin Amherst, Bedford and Nelson.

—November 24 and December 1
On National Forest |landsin Shenandoah and Warren and on
portionsof Grayson Highlands State Park and Nationa For-
estlandsin Grayson.

- November 17-January 5:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand townswith-

in) of Charles City, Essex, Goochland (east of U.S. Route 522),
Halifax, Hanover, Henrico, James City, King and Queen, King
William, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, Pittsylvania(east of
Norfolk Southern Railroad), Westmoreland and in the City of Suf-
folk (west of the Dismal Swampline).

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days
November 24, December 1, and December 24-January 5:
Inall areasunless otherwise noted below.

—November 24 and January 5:
OntheWhite Oak Mountain WMA.

—Antlered deer only—noeither-sex deer hunting days:
Onthe Chickahominy WMA.. Specia YouthAntlerless
Deer Regulation applies.
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- November 17-December 1:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand towns with-

in) of Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wise.
Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

Antlered deer only—no either-sex deer hunting days:

—Inall areas. Only antlered deer may betaken during the
firearms season inthese counties. Specia Youth Antlerless
Deer Regulation doesnot apply.

- November 17-December 1:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand towns with-

in) of Augusta, Bland, Craig, Giles, Pulaski, Rockbridge, Rocking-
ham, Scott, and Wythe.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

November 24-December 1:
Indl areas unless otherwise noted bel ow.

—November 24, November 30 and December 1:
OnNational Forest landsin Bland, Craig, Giles, Pulaski and
Wythe.

—November 24 and December 1:

On National Forest and Department-owned landsin
Augustaand Rockbridge and on National Forest landsin
Rockingham.

—Antlered deer only—no either-sex deer hunting days:
On National Forest landsin Scott. Specia YouthAntlerless
Deer Regulation applies.

November 17-January 5:

Inthe counties (including the citiesand townswith-
in) of Amelia, Appomattox, Brunswick, Buckingham, Caroline,
Charlotte, Chesterfield, Cumberland, Dinwiddie, Fluvanna,
Goochland (west of U.S. Route 522), King George, Louisa, Lunen-
burg, Mecklenburg, Nottoway, Powhatan, Prince Edward, and
Prince George.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

November 24, December 1, and December 31-January 5:
Inall areasunless otherwise noted bel ow.

—November 24:
OntheAppomattox-Buckingham, Cumberland, and Prince
Edward State Forests.

- November 17-December 15:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand towns with-

in) of Floyd, Franklin, Henry, Patrick, and Pittsylvania (west of
Norfolk Southern Railroad).
Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:
November 17-December 15 (full season):
Inall areas unless otherwise noted below.

—November 24 and December 10-15:
OnFairystone FarmsWMA, Fairystone State Park, and
Philpott Reservair.

—November 24 and December 14-15:
OnTurkeycock Mountain WMA.

- November 17-December 1:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand towns with-

in) of Alleghany, Bath, Highland, Lee, Page, Russall, Smyth,
Tazewell, and Washington.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

November 24, November 30 and December 1:
Inal areasunless otherwise noted bel ow.

—November 24 and December 1:
On Nationa Forest and Department-owned landsin Bath
and Highland, on Nationa Forest landsinAlleghany, Page,
Smyth, Tazewell, and Washington, and on the Clinch
Mountain WMA and Hidden Valley WMA..

—Antlered deer only—no either-sex deer hunting days:

On National Forest landsin Lee. Specia YouthAntlerless
Deer Regulation applies.

- November 17-January 5:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand townswith-

in) of Albemarle, Amherst (east of Rt. 29), Campbell (east of Nor-
folk Southern Railroad), Cul peper (see season exceptionfor C. F.
PhelpsWMA below), Gloucester, Greene, Lancaster, Madison,
Nelson (east of Rt. 151), Northumberland, Orange, Rappahannock,
Richmond, Spotsylvania, and Stafford.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days.
November 24, December 1 and December 8-January 5:
Inall areas unless otherwise noted below.

—November 24 and December 31-January 5:
OnJamesRiver WMA.

Season Exception:
November 17-December 1 firearmsseason onthe C.F.
PhelpsWMA.
Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

November 24:
—OntheC.F. PhelpsWMA.

October 1-November 30:

Inthecitiesof Chesapeake, Suffolk (east of the
Disma Swampline) and VirginiaBeach.

Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

October 6 and November 24-30:
—Inthecitiesof Chesapeakeand VirginiaBeach.

October 6, 13and November 24-30:
—Inthecity of Suffolk (east of the Disma Swamp Line)

FirearmsEither-sex Deer Hunting For I ncor por ated
Citiesand Towns

Deer of ether sex may betaken full season during thefirearms
deer season within theincorporated limitsof any city or towninthe
Commonweslth that allows deer hunting (except in the counties of
Buchanan, Dickenson, and Wiseand in the cities of Chesapeake,
Suffolk, and VirginiaBeach).
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Special Late Antlerless-Only
Firearms Deer Season

January 7, 2008- February 2, 2008:
Inthe counties (including the citiesand townswithin) of
Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William.

® Tofirearmsdeer hunt on privatelandsin Fairfax County a
special landowner permit isrequired.Contact the Div. of
Animal Control, 4500 West Ox Road, Fairfax, VA 22030
for details. No special policepermitisrequiredfor archery
deer hunting.

® Either-sex Deer Hunting Days:

During thisseason only antlerlessdeer may betaken.

L egal Methodsand RestrictionsDuring

FirearmsDeer Seasons.

Specid regtrictionsapply to specific firearmsuseduring
thisseason. SeelLegal Useof Firearms, pg. 21 and Local
Firearms Ordinance, pg. 23for details.

® Modernfirearms.

® Huntersareallowed to use archery tackle or muzzleloading
firearmsto deer hunt during thefirearms deer season with the
following conditions:
— all huntersarerequired to comply with the either-sex
deer hunting daysfor thefirearms deer season.
— useof muzzleloading firearmsisallowed only if not
otherwiserestricted.
— muzzleloader deer huntersmust wear blaze orange
during thefirearms deer season.
— archery deer huntersmust wear blaze orange during the
firearms deer season except when hunting in areaswhere
thedischarge of firearmsisprohibited.

DogsMay Not BeUsed For Deer Hunting:

® \West of theBlueRidge.

® Eadt of the Blue Ridgein Bedford, Fairfax, Franklin, Henry
L oudoun, Northampton, and Patrick counties, and Amherst
(west of Rt. 29), Campbell (west of Norfolk Southern Rail-
road), Nelson (west of Rt. 151), Pittsylvania(west of Norfolk
Southern Railroad), and thecity of Lynchburg.

® Statewidewhen hunting during archery and muzzlel oading
deer seasons.

® Onmany military areas. Check individual Post regulations.

® OnAmélia, Cavalier, Featherfin, Pettigrew, C.F. Phelps, and
G. Richard Thompson Wildlife Management Aress.

® Duringthefirst 12 hunting daysof thefirearmsdeer seasonin
Madison and Greene counties.

38

Elk

® Elk of either sex, antlered or antlerless, may betaken during any
open deer season using theweaponslegal for deer during that
Season.

® Thetaking of an elk countstowardsthe hunter’sdaily and license
year bag limit for deer.

® Licenses, tag vaidation, and checking requirementsfor elk are
thesamefor deer except that elk must be checked at a check
station.

® |tisunlawful to destroy theidentity (sex) of any harvested elk
until checked. Elk may be dismembered to pack it out fromthe
placeof kill. Theidentity of the sex and | partsof the carcass
must be present when the elk ischecked.

Successful elk huntersare asked to contact the Wi dlife Division of
the Department’sMarion Regional Officeat (276)-783-4860 as
soon aspossibleafter killing an elk sothat arrangementscan be
madeto collect Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) samples. CWD
testingisvoluntary.

2007 Virginia Big Game
Contest

Western Regional
September 8-9, 2007
Rockingham County Fairgrounds
Harrisonburg

Eastern Regional and
State Championship
September 2223, 2007
Southampton County Fairgrounds
Franklin

For additional information and directionsgoto
WWW.VPSa.org or Www.iwlarh.org

Sponsored by the VirginiaDepartment of Gameand
Inland Fisheries, VirginiaPeninsulaSportsmen’s
Associ ation and the Rockingham-Harrisonburg
Chapter |zagk Welton League of America

Deer checked by Internet or tel ephonewith the proper
confirmation number aredigibleto beenteredinthe
Eastern or Western Regiona Big Game Contest.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Turkey
Bag Limits:

General: Oneper day, three per license year, no more than two of
which may betakeninthefall.

Archery and Fall Firearms Season: Turkeysof either sex may be
taken.

Spring Gobbler Season: One per day, bearded turkeysonly.

Archery Turkey Season
October 6-November 10: Statewide

* Exceptin countieswherethereisaclosed firearm seasonon
turkey.

L egal Methodsand Restrictions

Specia restrictionsapply to specific firearmsuseduring this
season. See L egal Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21
and Local FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23for details.

¢ Archery tackleonly.
¢ Decoysand blindsmay be used.

¢ Broadhead widths must be at |east 7/s-inch wide or expand upon
impact to 7/s-inch.

¢ Bowsmust becapableof propelling abroadhead arrow at least
125yards.

¢ Unlawful to haveafirearmin possession (seeexception for con-
cedled handgunson page 21).

¢ Unlawful to usedogswhen hunting with archery tackle during
thearchery season.

Fall Turkey Firearms Seasons

Fall Firearms Turkey Seasons

October 27-November 9, November 22
and December 10-January 5.

Inthe countiesof Albemarle, Alleghany, Amelia, Amherst, Appo-
mattox, Augusta, Bath, Bedford, Bland, Botetourt, Brunswick,
Buckingham, Campbell, Caroline, Carroll, Charlotte, Chesterfield,
Clarke, Craig, Culpeper, Cumberland, Dickenson, Dinwiddie,
Essex, Fairfax, Fauquier, Floyd, Fluvanna, Franklin, Frederick,
Giles, Goochland, Grayson, Greene, Greensville, Halifax,
Hanover, Henrico, Henry, Highland, King and Queen, King
William, Lee, Loudoun, Louisa, Lunenburg, Madison, Mecklen-
burg, Montgomery, Nelson, Nottoway, Orange, Page, Patrick, Pitt-
sylvania, Powhatan, Prince Edward, Prince William, Pulaski, Rep-
pahannock, Roanoke, Rockbridge, Rockingham, Russell, Scott,
Shenandoah, Smyth, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Tazewell, Warren,
Washington, Wise, and Wythe and on Camp Peary.

October 27-November 9 and
November 22.

Inthe counties of Buchanan, | e of Wight, Prince George,
Southampton, Surry, and Sussex.

October 27—-November 9,
November 22 and December 10-22.
Inthe countiesof Charles City, Gloucester, James City, King

George, Lancaster, Mathews, Middlesex, New Kent, Northumber-
land, Richmond, Westmoreland, and York (except on Camp Peary).

Closed.
Inthe counties of Accomack, Arlington, and

Northampton and in the cities of Chesapeake, Hampton,
Newport News, Suffolk, and VirginiaBeach.

continued on page 40

ARLINGTON

NORTHUMBERLAND

www.dgif.virginia.gov
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L egal Methodsand Restrictionsfor
FirearmsTurkey Season

Special restrictionsapply to specific firearmsuseduring this
season. See L egal Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21
and Loca FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23for details.

* Modernfirearms

¢ Archerytackle

Muzzlel oading firearms

Decoys, blinds, and dogsmay beused
Unlawful to useelectroniccalls

Spring Gobbler

Season

BagLimit:

One per day, bearded turkeysonly. Hunters
may take one, two or three bearded turkeys

depending on how many turkeysweretaken
inthefall season.

P cor -
©Lloyd B. Hill

Seasons. Statewide
April 12-May 3:
¢ One-half hour before sunrise until 12 noon each day.

May5-May 17:
* One-haf hour before sunriseto sunset.

April 5: Youth Spring Turkey Hunt
* One-haf hour before sunriseto 12 noon.

¢ Youth hunters(resident or nonresident) must be 15 yearsof age
or younger to participate.

* Youth hunters between the age of 12 and 15 must have appropri-
atevalid hunting licenses (see pages 7-8). Huntersunder the age
of 12 arenot required to havealicense, but they must be accom-
panied by alicensed adult.

¢ All youth must be accompanied and directly supervised and
within sight of an adult. Adult hunters accompanying youth must
possessavalid Virginiahunting license (or be exempt from pur-
chasing ahunting license); may assist with calling; and shall not
carry or dischargeafirearm.

40

L egal Methodsand Restrictionsfor Spring

Gobbler Season

Specid regtrictionsapply to specific firearmsuse during this
season. Seelegal Use of Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21
and Local FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23 for details.

* Modernfirearms

e Archerytackle

Muzzleloading firearms

Decoysand blindsmay be used

Unlawful to useelectroniccalls

Unlawful to use dogs during spring gobbler season

* Whenusing ashotgunitisunlawful to useor havein possession
any shot larger than number 2 fine shot during spring gobbler

Season

©Bruce Ingram

L.

Share the hunting experience with your child.
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Small Game Hunting
Seasons

Legal Methods and Restrictions

Specia restrictionsapply to specific firearmsuseduring this
season. Seelega Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21
and Local FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23for details.

® Modernfirearms

® Archery tackle

® Muzzleloading firearms

® Dogsmay beused by regulation (see Hunting with Dogs, pg. 20)
® Electroniccalls

Crow

Season:
August 18-March 15 on Monday, Wednesday, Friday, and
Saturday only.

Crowsareafederally regulated migratory species, no HIPnumber
isrequired to hunt them. Crow hunting on National Forest Lands
and Department Landsispermitted from September 1-March 10
(Monday, Wednesday, Friday and Saturday only).

Groundhog

Season:

Continuous open season on privatelands. Groundhog hunting on
National Forest Landsand Department Landsis permitted from
September 1-March 10 and during time periodswhenitislegal to
hunt spring turkeys.

Grouse
Bag L imit:
Threeper day.

Season:

October 27—ebruary 9west of [-95
Continuous closed season east of 1-95

Grouse Facts

Average grouse clutch size is 9.9 eggs.
Grouse incubation begins about May 1.

Adult females begin to nest earlier than juvenile female
birds.

Predation and weather can affect the success
or failure of grouse nests.

Normally about 66% of grouse nests are successful.

Of those that fail in their first nesting about 23% will attempt
asecond nest.
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Quail and Pheasant
BagLimits:

Quail: six per day

Pheasant: no daily or seasonal bag limit

Season:
November 10-January 31

Rabbit

BagLimit:
Six per day
Season:
November 3—ebruary 14.

Squirrel (Gray,Red,and Fox*)

*Fox squirrelsopen only in the countieswest of the Blue Ridgeand
inthe counties of Cul peper, Fauquier, Loudoun, Orange, Madison
and Rappahannock during any authorized squirrel season.

BagLimit:

All squirrelscombined - six per day.
Seasons.

September 1-January 31: statewide

Spring Season: June 7-21, 2008

Allowed only onthefollowing W dlife Management Areas:
Amelig, Big Survey, Briery Creek, Chickahominy, Dick Cross
Disma Swamp, Fairystone (including Fairystone State Park
and Phil pott Reservoir), Goshen, Havens, Hog Idand (Carlide
Tract only), Horsepen, James River, Pettigrew, Phelps,
Powhatan, Thompson, Turkeycock Mountain, and White Oak
Mountain Wildlife Management Aress.

® Fox squirrelsmay only be harvested on Big Survey, Goshen,
Havens, Phelpsand Thompson Wildlife Management Aress.

® Hunting squirrelswith dogsisnot alowed during the spring
Season.

Shooting Preserves

Pen-rai sed gamebirds may betaken on licensed shooting
preservesfrom September 1 through April 30. A list of operat-
ed shooting preserves open to the public may be obtained from
the Permits Section at the Department’s Richmond office
(804-367-1000) or at www.dgif.virginia.gov. A state resident
hunting pen-raised game birds on alicensed shooting preserve
isrequired to have either astate or county resident hunting
license. A nonresident isrequired to have either astate nonresi-
dent license ($85.00) or aspecia nonresident shooting
preservelicense ($17.00) whichisvalid only within the
boundaries of licensed shooting preserves.
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Furbearer Hunting
Seasons

Legal Methods and Restrictions

Specia restrictionsapply to specific firearmsuseduring this

season. Seelegal Useof Firearmsand Archery Equipment, pg. 21

and Local FirearmsOrdinances, pg. 23 for details.

® Modernfirearms

® Archerytackle

® Muzzldoading firearms

® Dogsmay be used (except where prohibited, see Hunting with
Dogs, pg. 20)

® Electronic calls(except on National Forest lands)

® Hunting permitted day or night

® |ightsmay beused aslong asthelight isnot attached to or cast
fromavehicle

Bobcat

BagLimit:

Two per hunting party taken between noon one day and noonthe
following day. Season bag limit shall be 12 bobcatstaken by hunt-
ing and trapping combined.

Archery
Season:
October 6—31: statewide

L egal Methodsand Restrictions
® Unlawful to use dogswhen hunting with bow and arrow or cross-
bow during the bobcat archery season.

® Unlawful to haveafirearmin possession. (Seeexceptionfor
concealed handgunson page21.)

Firearms

Season:
November 1-February 29: statewide

DogsMay Not Be Used:
To hunt bobcat during deer season

® |nthecountiesof Alleghany, Amherst (west of Route 29),
Augusta, Bath, Bedford, Botetourt, Campbel | (west of Norfolk
Southern Railroad), Clarke, Frederick, Highland, Nelson (west
of Rt. 151), Page, Pittsylvania(west of Norfolk Southern
Railroad), Rockbridge, Rockingham, Shenandoah, and Warren
and within the boundaries of the George Washington/Jefferson

National Forests.
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Coyote
Season:

Continuous open season on privatelands. Coyote hunting on
National Forest Landsand Department Landsis permitted from
September 1-March 10 and during time periodswhenitislegal to
hunt spring turkeys.

Coyote Bounty Law

While coyotes are not protected, live coyotes may not be
imported or possessed in Virginia.Counties have the option
of establishing their own coyote bounty system.For more
information, hunters and trappers should contact their
County Administrator or County Board of Supervisors.

Fox

Hunting With Dogs and Firearms

Season:

November 1-February 29. Closed inAlbemarle, Clarke, Cul peper,
Fauquier (except Quantico), Loudoun, Louisa, and Rappahannock
counties.

DogsMay Not Be Used:

To hunt foxes during deer season

® Onthe Gathright, Goshen, Highland and Little North Mountain
Wildlife Management Areas and within the boundaries of the
George Washington/Jefferson National Forests.

Hunting With Dogs Only

Continuous open season statewide; closed February 1-October 31
on the George Washington/Jefferson National Forestsand on
Gathright, Goshen, G. Richard Thompson, Highland, LittleNorth
Mountain, and Rapidan WMAS.

Redtrictions:

® To havein possesson afirearm when hunting fox outside of the
dog and gun fox season. Possession shall include, but not be
limited to, having any firearmin or on one'sperson, vehicle, or
conveyance

Tagging Requirement
No bobcat pelts may be tanned, mounted, sold, traded
or shipped out of state until sealed by an agent of
the Department.All bobcat pelts must be sealed by
April 1.
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Electronic Calls

It is unlawful to take or attempt to take wild animals and
wild birds with recorded or electronically amplified calls,
except for bobcat, coyote, crow,and fox. Electronic calls may
be used to take crows on both private and public lands
(including National Forest). Electronic calls may be used to
hunt bobcats,foxes and coyotes on private lands with written
permission of the landowner and on public lands (except
National Forest and other lands where specifically prohibited).
Itis unlawful to use electronic calls on National Forest lands for
hunting any species, except crows.

Opossum

Season:
October 15-March 10: statewide

Skunk

Season:

Continuous open season to take striped skunk on privatelands.
Striped skunk hunting on National Forest L andsand Department
Landsispermitted from September 1-March 10 and during time
periodswhenitislegal to hunt spring turkeys. Continuousclosed
season for taking spotted skunks and the pelts of spotted skunks
may not besold.

Raccoon
L egal Methodsand Restrictions:

Unlawful to havein possession afirearm, bow, axe, or any tree
climbing devicewhen chasing raccoons outside of thefirearms
season. Possession shdl include, but not belimited to, having
thesedevicesin or on one'sperson, vehicle, or conveyancewhile
engaged intheact of chasing.

Firearms
Season:
October 15-March 10: statewide
BagLimit:
East of the Blue Ridge: Two per hunter taken between noon one day
and noon thefollowing day.

West of the Blue Ridge: Two per hunting party (individua or organ-
ized) taken between noon one day and noon thefollowing day.

Raccoon Chase Season

All Year, Public & Private Lands

August 1-May 31
Private Landsand4WMAS

Chase Only

NO RACCOON MAY BE TAKEN DURING THISSEASON
Season:

Continuousopen season inall countiesand portionsof counties
east of Rt. 29 and in the countiesof Loudoun (east of Rt. 15) and
PrinceWilliam (east of Rt. 15).

August 1-May 31 On privatelandsinal countiesand portions of
countieswest of Route 29 and in the countiesof L oudoun (west of
Rt. 15) and Prince William (west of Rt. 15) and on Fairystone
Farms, G. Richard Thompson, Rapidan and Turkeycock Wildlife
Management Aress.

Route 15

www.dgif.virginia.gov

7
Route 29
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Furbearer Trapping Seasons

General Regulations

Residentsunder 16 yearsof agedo not need alicensetotrap
when accompanied by any person 18 yearsof age or older who
possessesavalid state or county licenseto trap. Trappersusing box
trapsfor rabbitsdo not need alicense, but permission of the
landowner isnecessary. County residents 65 years of ageand over
do not need alicenseto trap on private property in county of
residence. National Forest landswill be open during theregular
trapping seasons. Trappersmust visit al trapsonce each day to
removeall animals caught therein. Check local ordinancesbefore
trapping near highways.

Trapping on Department-owned or controlled landsand waters
isdlowed under theregulations of the Board unless prohibited by
posted rules. The posted rulesmay requirewritten authorization to
trap on someareas or may specify other restrictions.

Itislawful to set trapsinwater from December 1 through the
last day of February, both datesinclusive, and at anytimewithinthe
incorporated limitsof any city or town inthe Commonwedth and
inthecountiesof Arlington, Chesterfield, Fairfax, Henrico, James
City, Loudoun, Prince William, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Roanoke
and York, except as otherwise specifically provided by department
permit or by local ordinances.

Any person setting or in possession of asteel foothold or body
gripping trap or snare shdl haveit marked by meansof anonfer-
rous meta tag bearing hisnameand address. Thisrequirement shall
not apply to landownersontheir own land, nor to abonafide tenant
or lesseewithin the bounds of land rented or leased by him, nor to
anyonetransporting any such trap fromitsplace of purchase.

Theuse of body gripping trapswith ajaw spread in excess of
7"/2 inchesis prohibited except when such traps are covered by
water.

Itisunlawful to set abovethe ground any steel foothold trap
with teeth set upon thejawsor with ajaw spread exceeding 6 /2
inches.

Itisunlawful to set abovethe ground any body gripping trap
with ajaw spread in excessof 5incheswhen using any bait, lureor
scent. However, baited body gripping trapswith ajaw spread

Opening
not to
exceed
60 square
inches

illustration by Mike Fies
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between 5and 6 /2 inches may be used within an enclosurewith
openingsno greater than 60 squareinchesand thetrap trigger
recessed at least 12 inchesfrom all openings (see diagram below).
Trapsmust be staked to prevent enclosuresfrom turning over and
may only beused on private landswith written permission of the
l[andowner.

No deadfalstrapsmay be used. Snares set onland must have
loopslessthan 12 inchesin diameter with thetop of the snareloop
no morethan 12 inches abovethe ground. Land snaresmay only be
used with written permission of thelandowner.

[tisunlawful towillfully molest, damage, or removeany trap,
or any lawfully caught bird or animal from or in any way disturb
trapsor snareslegally set by another person.

No trapping of furbearing animalswithin 300 yardsof First
Landing/Seashore State Park and the VirginiaMarine Science
Museuminthe City of VirginiaBesach.

No trapping within 50 feet of ahighway in Clarke, Fauquier,
and Loudoun counties.

Trapping Seasons

Thereisacontinuous open season to trap beaver, muskrat,
opossum and raccoon withintheincorporated limitsof any city or
town inthe Commonwealth, and inthe counties of Arlington,
Chesterfidld, Fairfax, Henrico, James City, Loudoun, Prince
William, Spotsylvania, Stafford, Roanoke and York.

Beaver
December 1-February 29

Bobcat

November 15-February 29
Bag limit: The season bag limit shall be 12 bobcatsin the aggregate,
taken by hunting and trapping combined.

No bobcat peltsmay betanned, mounted, sold, traded, or shipped
out of stateuntil sealed by an agent of the Department. All bobcat
peltsmust be sedled by April 1.

Coyote

Continuous open season.

Fox

November 15-February 29

Fox trapping isprohibited in Clarke (except on G. Richard
Thompson WMA), Fauquier (except on Chester F. PhelpsWMA
and G. Richard Thompson WMA), L oudoun, and Rappahannock
counties.

Mink
December 1-February 29
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Muskrat
December 1-February 29.

Nutria
Continuous open season

Opossum
November 15-ebruary 29

Rabbit

May betaken with box trapsfrom October 15-January 31 provided
no trapsshall be set on thelands of another without written permis-
sionof thelandowner.

Otter

December 1-February 29

Ininal countieseast of the Blue Ridge and in the counties of
Augusta, Alleghany, Bath, Bland, Botetourt, Carroll, Craig, Floyd,
Giles, Grayson, Montgomery, Pulaski, Roanoke, Rockbridgeand
Wythe.

BagLimit

The season bag limit shal be 2 ottersin countieswest of the Blue

Ridgewhereotter trapping ispermitted. Thereisno season bag
limitin counties east of the Blue Ridge.

Otter Trapping Season

Dec. 1-Feb. 29
(NoBagLimit)

Dec. 1— Feb. 29
(2 Per Season, Mandatory Check)

Season Closed

Raccoon
November 15-ebruary 29

Skunk

Continuous open season for striped skunk. Continuous closed sea
son for taking spotted skunk and the pelts of spotted skunk may not
besold.

Weasel
December 1-February 29

Mandatory Check-in Requirements
The entire skinned carcass of all otters trapped in
counties west of the Blue Ridge where trapping
is permitted must be presented to an agent of
the Department within 3 days of capture. For
more information on submitting otter carcasses
contact your nearest regional office listed on
page 3.

Tagging Requirement
No otter pelts may be sold, traded or shipped out of
state until sealed by an agent of the Department.
All otter pelts must be sealed by April 1.

-ARLINGTON

West of thé Blue Ridge

www.dgif.virginia.gov

East of the Blue Ridge
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Outreach Programs and Events

The Department of Gameand Inland Fisheries Outdoor Education Program offers exciting programs such as Becoming
an OutdoorsWoman®, VirginiaOutdoors Weekend, Mother & Daughter Outdoors, and Women in the Outdoors (co-spon-
sored with the National Wild Turkey Federation) and various speci es-specific educational hunting workshops. Each of the
programs offered to the public are hands-on educational activitieslead by enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and professional
instructorsin ahighly supportiveatmosphere.

Becoming an Outdoors Woman®

Thisprogramisdesigned primarily for women whose outdoor exposure has been limited. Thethree-day events (Friday—Sun-
day) offer avariety of 4-hour classes geared towards beginners. Partici pants can choose from shooting sports, angling, boat-
ing and non-consumptive educational courses. The coursesoffered may include, but are not limited to, intro to shotgun, rifle,
archery, hunting techniquesfor game species, fly-fishing, bassfishing, boating, camping, wildernesssurvival, and outdoor
cooking. Weekendsare held in rustic yet comfortable settings. Parti cipantsin the Becoming an Outdoors Woman® programs
must beet least 18 yearsof age.

Virginia Outdoors Weekend

Designed to givethe entirefamily achanceto add to their outdoor experience, the VirginiaOutdoors Weekend isathree-day
event (Friday—Sunday) taught at various|ocations acrossthe state. Thefocusis onlearning outdoor skillsthrough hands-on
coursessuch as, but not limited to, intro to skeet shooting, rifle, archery, hunting techniquesfor game species, fly-fishing,
basi ¢ fishing, boating, camping, wilderness survival, outdoor cooking, and many others.

Mother & Daughter Outdoors

TheMother & Daughter Outdoors program isdesigned primarily for women. It providesan excellent opportunity for anyone
9yearsof ageand aboveto learn outdoor skillsusually associated with hunting and fishing, but useful in avariety of outdoor
pursuits. The courses offered at this2—3 day event are similar in content to the BOW and the Virginia Outdoors Weekend
events. Children under 16 must be accompanied by an adullt.

Women in the Outdoors

Co-sponsored with the National Wild Turkey Federation, thisday programisdesigned primarily for women 14 and over.
Participants can enjoy learning new skills, meeting peoplewith similar interests, and getting involved in outdoor activities.
Theseeventsoffer classesthat range from fly fishing, shooting sports, and turkey hunting to mountain biking, canoeing, and
bird watching. Eventsare held throughout the state.

Educational Hunting Workshops

An educational experiencefocused on knowledge and skill devel opment for specific species. Educational workshops may
cover squirrel, dove, upland bird, waterfowl, turkey or deer. Workshops are designed in partnership with hunting organi ze-
tionsand community groups. They aredesigned for youth, noviceand disabled hunters.

Educational Angling Workshops and Other Events

An educational experiencefocused on knowledge and skill devel opment for specific fish species. Workshopsaredesignedin
partnership with angling organi zationsand community groups. They aredesigned for youth and noviceanglers.

National Archery in the Schools—-NASP

A standardized archery program designed to train educatorsthe NA SPcurriculum so it can betaught to youth from elemen-
tary to high school. Trainingisconducted in 8 hours.

For information or registration formsfor any of these programsvisit the
Department of Gameand Inland FisheriesWeb site: www.dgif.virginiagov, Click on Education.

Outdoor Education Program
804-357-6355 or 804-367-0656, OutdoorEd@dgif.virginiagov
4010 West Broad St., Richmond, VA 23230
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Thefuture of our rich hunting heritage depends on passing
traditionsand skillsto the next generation. We have partnered with
many organizationsand individual volunteerstoimproveregula-
tionsto favor youth hunting opportunitiesand providetrainingin
safety, ethicsand skillsdevel opment. Thisnew section providesa
quick referenceto the specia hunting opportunities, licensesand
hunter skillstraining that are availablefor youth, under the age of
16.

Besuretorefer totheappropriatesectionin theDigest for
detailed information toensureall regulationsarefollowed.

Mandatory Hunter Education Requirements
Seepage6 for details.

All personswho are 12-15 years of agearerequired to present
aHunter Education Certificatein order to purchaseahunting
license. Certificatesare obtained by completing a 10- hour Hunter
Education Course. Officia coursesare offered free of charge
throughout the Commonweslth. To learn about coursesavailablein
your areg, call 866-604-1122, or check the Department’sWeb site,

A hunting license may beissued without presenting aHunter
Education Certificateto any person under theageof 12 aslong as
theYouthisdirectly supervised within sight of an adult when hunt-
ing. Thesupervising adult must possessavalid Virginiahunting
license.

Youth Hunting Licensesand Per mits
Seepages 7-8for details.

Thereareavariety of affordablelicense optionsfor youth
under the age of 16, depending ontheir skill and interest level.
Licensesavailableto youth huntersinclude:

® Resident Junior licensesto hunt statewideranging in cost from
$7.50t0 $15.00.

® Nonresident Youth licensesrangingin cost from $12.00to
$30.00

® Combination licensesto hunt deer, bear and turkey and L ife-
timelicensesaredsoavailable.

Notethat youth residentsunder theageof 12 arenot
required to obtain alicenseto hunt provided they are accompa-
nied and directly supervised within sight of an adult who hasavalid
Virginiahunting license ontheir person.

Theresident or non-resident children and grandchildren of res-
ident or non-resident landownersdo not need alicenseto hunt, trap
or fishwithin theboundaries of their ownlandsand inland waters.
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Special Youth Regulations
and Opportunities

“We protect what we appreci ate, we gppreciate what we understand, and we under-
stand what wearetaught.... take your son or daughter hunting and fishing; teach
themthewondersof nature. Weall will bebetter for it and our rich outdoor sports
traditionswill be passed to the next generation.”

Special Youth Big GameHunting Opportunities

ThereisaSpecial Youth AntlerlessDeer Regulation which
alowshunters 15 yearsof age and under, resident or nonresident, to
harvest one antlerlessdeer per licenseyear on days other than those
designated aseither-sex deer hunting days. Thisregulation extends
during the muzzlel oading seasons or thefirearms seasoninall
countiesthat have at |east one either-sex deer hunting day. See page
32for details

On Saturday April 5, thereisaSpecial Spring Turkey Hunt
for youth, one-half hour before sunriseto 12 noon, statewide. Only
youth hunters between the ages of 12 and 15 with the appropriate
valid hunting licenses may hunt. Hunters under the age of 12 are not
required to havealicense. All youth must bedirectly supervised
and withinsight of an adult possessing avalid Virginiahunting
license. The adult may assist with calling, but shall not carry or
dischargeafirearm. Seepage40for details.

QuotaHuntsand Managed Huntsfor Youth
Seepages62-70for detalls.

QuotaHunts and Managed Hunts provide unique opportuni-
tiesfor youth and novice huntersto experienceavariety of hunting
opportunitiesin specially selected sites at refuges and management
areasthroughout the state. Designated hunt datesand sitesare
reserved for waterfowl, deer, turkey and small game. Youth hunters
must be accompanied by an adult. Huntersarerequired to apply
pre-season and be sel ected by random drawing to hunt. A non-
refundable application fee of $7.50 may be required for somehunts.
A hunter may apply by mail, telephone or through the Department’s
Web site. Hunterswill be notified by mail if selected or not selected
for each hunt applied.

Youth Outreach Programsand Events

Outreach programs offered to the public are hands-on educa
tional activitiesled by enthusiastic, knowledgeable, and profession-
al instructorsin ahighly supportive atmosphere. Game hunt events
that include Squirrel Hunts, Dove Hunts, Generation and \WWomen's
Deer Hunts, and Women's Upland Game Huntsare designed for
novice hunters.

Numerous conservation organizationsincluding National
Wild Turkey Federation JAKES Program, Ducks Unlimited
GREENWINGS program, |zaak Walton League, Nationa Rifle
Association, Nationa Shooting Sports Foundation Hunting
Heritage Partnership, 4-H Shooting Sports Program and many
more provideeventsand opportunitiesin partnership with the
Department. For information or registration formsfor any of
these programsvisit the Department’sWeb site,

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



What Are These Abundance Maps and What Do They Mean?

Each year when the annual deer, bear, and turkey kill data
become available, newspapers across the Commonwealth pub-
lish alist of the “Top 10" counties based on the total harvests
in each county; many hunters automatically assume that the
“Top 10" counties must be the best places to hunt. This can be
misleading. The fact is, total kill numbers may be a poor way
to compare game populations and hunter success among coun-
ties. For example, Pittsylvania County deer hunters routinely
kill about 4,400 deer each year. Because Clarke County deer
hunters only kill about 1,740 each year, Pittsylvania County
must be a better deer hunting area than Clarke County,
correct? That is incorrect. While the total deer kill is much
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higher in Pittsylvania County (the largest county in the state)
than in Clarke (one of the smallest), the deer kill per square
mile of habitat is actually much higher in Clarke County,
resulting in Clarke County being a better deer hunting area
than Pittsylvania County.

The best way to compare populations and hunting poten-
tial among areas is based on the kill per square mile of habitat.
The following maps show the relative differences among
counties in the kill per square mile of deer (antlered bucks),
bears, and turkeys (spring gobblers). These maps also indicate
the relative densities of deer, bears, and turkeys among coun-
ties across Virginia.

Fairfax County deer kill data
is not comparable to other
areas/counties
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Living With Black Bears in Virginia

by Jaime Sajecki, Bear Project Leader

Keeping Bears Wild

AsVirginid'shlack bear population grows and expands, black
bears are becoming an increasingly common sight acrossthe
Commonwealth. Additionaly, human populations are al so growing
and spreading acrossmost areas of Virginia. Black bearsand
human popul ationscommonly coexist in many partsof North
America. Black bears occur throughout most of the Common-
wedlth, and residentia areas of Virginiaare encroachinginto
forested landsand habitats commonly used by wildlife.

Many peopleenjoy the opportunity to seebearsinthewild.
However, when human-related foods become available to bears,
problems may occur. Residentsand visitorsto Virginiacan mini-
mize negetiveinteractionswith bears by following somesimple
guiddlines.

Residential Bear Problems

Bearsarehighly adaptable, intelligent animalsand may learn
to associate human dwellingswith food. Bearsare attracted to
residentia areasby thesmell of food around homes.

4+ Themost common food attractantsarebird feeders, garbage,
and pet food, but grills, livestock food, compost, and beehives
can also attract bears.

4+ Residential bear problemsmay occur at any timeof year, but are
more common when natural food suppliesarelimited, usualy in
spring or inyearswhen nut and berry productionsarelow.

4+ Most common bear problemshave smple solutions. Thetypical
problemsinvolveturned-over garbage containers, trash littered
acrosstheyard, bearsentering dog pensor coming onto porches
to eat pet foods, or damaged birdfeeders. However, bearsthat
learn to associ ate food with peopl e can cause property damage
intheir search for food around houses.

If addressed quickly, problemsare often resolved immediately.
After afew failed attemptsto find food, bearswill usudly leavethe
areaand return to morenormal wild food items. If problemsare
ignored, property damage can not only get worse, but bears may
losetheir fear of humans. Bears habituated to humans pose public
safety concernsand often need to be destroyed.
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You Can Prevent Nuisance Bear

Problems

Black bearshaveanatura fear of humans, are shy, and usualy
avoid people. However, bearsmay beattracted to food sourcesin
residential aress.

4 Secureyour garbage: Storegarbageindoors, inashed, ina
garage, or in abear-proof container.

Put garbage out in the morning of pickup, not thenight before.
Taketrashto thedump frequently.

4 Pick up pet food: Feed petsonly what they will eatinasingle
feeding or feed themindoors. Removethefood bowl soon after
petsfinish. Pick up uneatenfood. Do not leavefood out
overnight.

+ +

4 Removethebird feeder: Bears consume seedsand nutsfoundin
thewild, so bird feedersbecomeafavored target for bears.

4+ Cleantheoutdoor grill often.

4 Donot put meat scrapsor any other strong-smelling food inthe
compost pile. Consider an enclosed compost bin.

4 Pick upandremoveripefruit from fruit treesand surrounding
grounds.

4+ Ingtall electricfencing to protect beehives, dumpsters, gardens,
compost piles, or other potential food sources.

4 Talktoyour neighbors; Make sureyour neighborsand commu-
nity areaware of thewaysto prevent nuisance bear problems.

Your Role

Prevention and cooper ation! You can help managethe
Commonweslth’sblack bear popul ation by keeping your property
clear of food attractantsand communicating with your neighbors
to resolve community bear concerns. Remember, feeding bear sis
illegal. Itisillegal to deliberately feed bearson both public and
privatelands. Eventheinadvertent feeding of problem bearsis

illegal (4 VAC 15-40-282).

Unlawful to Feed

Itisunlawful for any personto place or distribute
food, mineras, carrion, or smilar substancesto feed or
attract bear. Nor, upon written notification by department
personnel, shal any person continueto place or distribute
any food, mineral, carrion or similar substancesfor any
purposeif the placement of these materialsresultsinthe
presenceof bear in such numbersor circumstancesto
cause annoyance or inconvenienceto any person, cause
property damage, or endanger any person or wildlife.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Respect thebear’sspace! If abear ison or near your property,
do not escal ate the situation by approaching, crowding around, or
chasing the bear. Thisalso appliesto bearsthat have climbed upa
tree. Thebest thingyou candoisleaveit alone. Becausebearsare
naturally afraid of humans, abear that feels cornered will belook-
ing for an escape route. By keeping people and petsaway fromthe
bear, you giveit the best chanceto come down from thetreeand
leaveyour property onitsown.

Report unresolved problemsor damage. If you experiencea
bear problem after taking appropriate steps of prevention, you may
seek additional assistance by contacting the Department of Game
and Inland Fisheriesor local law enforcement.

The Department’s Role

TheVirginiaDepartment of Gameand Inland Fisherieshas
established nuisance bear guidelinesthat promote public safety,
protect property, and conserve bear populations. Whenever
possible, the Department’s approach to managing problem bears
encouragesthe coexistence of bearsand humans. The specific
response to nuisance bear problemsisdetermined by public
concerns, public safety, typeand extent of damage, black bear biol-
ogy, anima welfare, and available control methods.

When you cdll the Department, an employeewill discussthe
problem with you. Inmost cases, atelephonecall will bedll thatis
necessary to find successful solutions (usually theremoval of
attractants). At times, aDepartment employee may visit your
property to discussadditional options.

For moreinformation, please see our website:
http://mww.dgif.virginia.gov/wildlife/bear

Contact Numbers:

Game Warden Dispatch (804) 367-1258
CharlesCity-Region 1 (804) 829-6580
Forest - Region 2 (434) 525-7522
Marion- Region 3 (276) 783-4860
Verona- Region4 (540) 248-9360
Fredericksburg- Region5  (540) 899-4169

2006-07 Black Bear Harvest

Tracking population growth, Virginia's 2006-07 black bear
harvest increased to the highest annual level ever recorded at 1,633
bears. Inlinewiththe 2006-07 harvest, Virginia sblack bear harvest
trend hasbeenincreasing at an average annual rate of 7.6% per year
over the past decade. The 2006-07 harvest was 13% grester than last
year’sharvest of 1,439 and exceeded the previous 2003-04 record
kill of 1,511 by 8%.

Bear harvestswest and east of the Blue Ridge Mountainswere
1,231 (up 10% from last season) and 402 (up 25%), respectively.
Similar to 2005, the 8 counties surrounding Shenandoah National
Park produced 41% (662 bears) of thetotal bear kill.

Thearchery harvest of 425 bearswasa37% increasefromthe
previousyear. At 26%, thearchery portion of thetotal harvest was
dightly grester than the 21% average observed since 1995. Reflect-
ing their increased popularity, crosshows accounted for 38% of the
entirearchery harvest of bears.

The 4-day muzzlel oading season accounted for 90 bears (6%
of thetotal harvest). Although thiswas down 38% compared to
2005, the 2006 harvest was similar to the 2004 muzzl el oading
Season.

The 2006-07 regular firearms harvest of 1,118 bearswasa14%
increase over the 2005-06 season. Dog hunters accounted for about
50% of theregular firearmsharvest and 33% of thetotal bear kill.

Similar tothelong-term average of 37%, the harvest was
comprised of 35% females. Bear huntersinal seasonsand hunter
groups harvested asimilar proportion of females. The percent
female composition of thearchery, muzzleloader, and regular
firearms season was 32%, 41%, and 35%, respectively. Femae
bearsrepresented 33% of the hound-hunter harvest.

Virginia Black Bear Harvest
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White-tailed Deer

Matt Knox and Nelson Lafon, Deer Project Leaders

2006-2007 Deer Harvest Summary

During the past deer season, 223,198 deer werereported killed
by huntersinVirginia. Thistotal included 106,595 antlered bucks,
19,652 button bucks, and 96,951 does (43.4%). Thisrepresentsa
4% increasefromthe 215,082 deer reported killed last year. Itis
also 7% higher than the last 10 year average of 208,300.

Acrossthedtate, deer kill levelswere stablein the Northern
Mountains, down 5% inthe Northern Piedmont, up 6%inthe
Southern Mountains, up 11% in the Southern Piedmont, and up 6%
inTidewater.

Archers, not including crossbow hunters, killed 17,100 deer.
Thebow kill was down about 2% from the 17,368 deer taken by
archerslast year. Thebow kill comprised 8% of thetota deer kill.

Crosshows, whichwerelegal for al deer huntersfor thefirst
timeinfall 2005, resulted in adeer kill of 7,051 deer or 3% of the
total deer kill. The crossbow kill was up 28% from the 5,505 report-
edlast year.

Muzzlel oader hunterskilled 52,216 deer. The muzzl el oader
kill was up 6% from the 49,445 deer taken by muzzleloader hunters
last year. Muzzlel oading comprised 23% of thetotal deer kill.

Nearly 124,000 deer (~56%0) were checked using the Depart-
ment’stelephone checking system. Thiswasup from 44%in 2004
and 51%in 2005.

White-tailed deer management in Virginiaisbased on thefact
that herd density and health are best controlled by regulating antler-
lessdeer kill levels, and female deer kill numbers have been at
record levelsfor the past four consecutiveyears.

Deer management objectivesand regul ations are set on acoun-
ty basis, and regulations are eval uated and amended every other
year on odd years. Over thevast mgjority of the Commonwealth of
Virginia, current deer management objectivescall for thedeer
herd(s) to be stabilized at their early to mid 1990'sdeer kill levels
and appear to beworking fairly well over most of the tate.

Virginia Deer Harvest, 1947 to 2006
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Special
Deer
Management
Programes:

DMAP
Deer Management Assistance Program

DMAPisasite-specific deer management program that
increasesalandowner'sor hunt club’s management optionsby
allowingamoreliberal kill of antlerlessdeer during the hunting sea
son. Theprimary goal isto alow landownersand hunt clubsto
work together onalocal level to managetheir deer herd to meet
their own goals. Secondary objectivesaretoincreasethe Depart-
ment'shiological database and to improve communication between
deer hunters, landowners, and the Department. DMAPisopento
every club or landowner inthe state at no charge. In order to partici-
patein DMAP, anew club or landowner must apply prior to Sep-
tember 15th. Applicationsare availablefrom Department officesor
any wildlifebiologist. Eligible applicantswill receivemateriasin
themail outlining the rulesand requirements of the program, and
all first year cooperatorswill berequired to meet with their district
wildlifebiologist prior totheir first seasonin the program. All pro-
gram participantsmust collect biological deer harvest datafor one
hunting season prior to becoming eligiblefor DMAPtags. For more
information regarding the DM AP program visit the Department’s

Web site.
DCAP
Damage Control Assistance Program

DCAPisasite-specific deer damage program that a soincreas-
esalandowner’smanagement optionsby allowing amoreliberal
kill of antlerlessdeer during the hunting season. The primary objec-
tiveisthe control of crop depredation by deer or other personal
property damage. Secondary objectivesare to maximize deer
hunter participation in damage control effortsand to shift out of sea-
sonkill permit deer kill into the open deer season. DCAPisavail-
abletolandownersover most of the state at no charge. In order to
participatein DCAP, alandowner must contact their local Game
Warden when deer damageisoccurring to their agricultura cropsor
personal property. DCAPpermitsareissued on aper property unit
basiswith aminimum issuancerate of 5 permitsper property witha
maximum of 25 per property. If eligible, alandowner will be mailed
information ontherulesof the program along withtheir DCAPtags.
For moreinformation onthe DCAP program contact your local
Game Warden, theregion office serving your county (seelisting on
page 2) or visit the Department’sWeb site.
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An Open Letter To Landowners and Deer Hunters in Bedford, Fairfax, Fauquier,
Franklin, Loudoun, Patrick, Prince William, and Roanoke Counties

by Matt Knox and Nelson Lafon, Deer Project Leaders,
and John Rohm, District Wildlife Biologist (Fairfax, Loudoun,and Prince William counties)

HELP! If you hunt deer or own property inany of theabove
eight counties, pleaseread thisarticle. Weneed your help to reduce
deer populationsin thesearess.

Over the past decade, the Department’ sdeer harvest dataindi-
catesthat deer populations have demonstrated significant increases
inal theseareas, except Fairfax. Fairfax’sdeer population hasaso
increased during thistime, but at ad ower rate. Higher deer popula-
tionsin these areas, combined with increasing human popul ations,
haveled toincreased deer-human conflicts (e.g., deer-vehiclecolli-
sions, property damage, etc.). Increased deer populationsin some
counties(e.g., Fairfax, Loudoun, and Prince William) are especialy
troubling cons dering the Department’s deer management objective
over the past decade has been to reduce these deer populations.
Despite having someof the most liberal deer hunting regulationsin
the nation, deer numbers continueto increasein these aress.

Hasdeer hunting failed in these areas? No, but neither hasit
succeeded in meeting the deer popul ation objectives. If it were not
for the current level of deer huntingin these areas, deer populations
and deer-human conflictsin these areaswoul d haveincreased even
faster.

Thebottom lineisthat doe harvest level shave not been suffi-
cient to reduce deer populationsin these areas. Something must be
donetoincreasedoe harvest level sin these countieson asustained
annual basis. Although hunting regul ation changes are often neces-
sary, opportunity currently existsto kill sufficient numbersof does
inal thesearess. It isthe opinion of the Department’sdeer manage-
ment staff that hunter and landowner education could bemore
important than regulationsin solving deer overabundancein these
aress.

Although decreasing numbers of deer huntersand properties
open to hunting are potentid barriersto controlling deer popula
tions, the bigger problemisthat deer huntersare not shooting the
“right” deer. Most hunters, giventhe choice, prefer to shoot an
antlered buck instead of adoe. But femal e deer control the deer pop-
ulation. No one hasever controlled adeer population by shooting
antlered bucks. A simpleexamplewill suffice. If onebuck iskilled,
asingledeer hasbeen removed from thedeer population. If hehad
survived for adecade, hewould havebeen only asingledeer a
decadelater. Onebuck can breed with anumber of does, so remov-
ing themaj ority of buckshaslittle or noimpact on the number of
fawnsborn. But what about shooting adoe?If onedoeiskilled, a
single deer hasbeen removed from the deer population. If shehad
survived for adecade, however, she and her offspring could have
contributed over 200 deer to the deer population. Thelesson hereis
simple. Shooting buckswill not control deer populations; shooting
doeswill. Deer huntersin these countiesmust begin shooting more
doesif wearegoing to reduce deer populations.

Will shooting more doeswipe out thedeer?No, but hopefully
itwill resultinlower deer popul ation densities, meaning fewer deer-
vehiclecollisionsand other conflicts. White-tailed deer would con-
tinueto beanintegral part of the cultureand ecosysteminthese
aress, just at lower levels. Besides, itisestimated that it will take 3-5
yearsof intensive doe harveststo reduce deer popul ations substan-
tialy inthesearess.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Sowhy should deer hunters make thischangeintheway they
deer hunt? Thesimpleanswer isthat it iswhat the public wants.
Deer management in Virginiahas changed. For much of the past
century, the Department and its constituentsworked diligently to
restore deer populations acrossthe Commonwedlth. Thiseffort has
been one of themost remarkablewildlife success stories of the 20th
century. InVirginia, deer popul ationshaveincreased from an esti-
mated population of 25,000 deer in the early 1930sto approximate-
ly amillion deer today. Today, management emphasisison control-
ling deer herd growth, and, in many areas, reducing deer herds.
Currently, theonly economically feasibleway to achievethese
godsisthrough regulated deer hunting.

Theauthority to managedeer inVirginiaisvested withthe
Department through the General Assembly and the Governor. One
of themissionsof the Department isto manage Virginia swildlife
to maintain optimum popul ationsto servethe needs of the Com-
monweslth. Today, al citizensand interest groups must be consid-
ered in deer management, not just any one special interest group.
With deer huntersin Virginiacomprising lessthan 4% of thestate's
total population, itisimportant to also addressthe needs of the non-
hunting majority. It isclear that themgjority of citizensin counties
with frequent human-deer conflictswould liketo seethe deer popu-
|ation reduced.

If the Department isnot ableto meet the expectationsof the
genera public using hunting, then other deer herd reduction meth-
ods(e.g., out of season kill permits, sharpshooting) can be expected
toincrease. Inaworst-case scenario, white-tailed deer could be
declared anuisance speciesand shot at any time.

Inthelong run, reducing the deer population will benefit the
deer herd and deer huntersthemselves. Deer quantity and deer qual-
ity sharean inverserel ationship. Moredeer resultsin smaller, less
hedlthy deer; lessdeer result in bigger, healthier deer and healthier
habitat.

StrategiesFor Deer Hunters:

4+ Firstof dl, besafe.

4 Shoot abig doeinstead of asmall buck. Infact, shoot two and
tell your deer hunting friendsto do the same.

4 Support Virginia sHunters For The Hungry Program (donate
deer and money).

StrategiesFor Landowners:
4+ If conceivable, permit deer hunting that promotes harvest of
does.

4 Only alow deer hunterswho agreeto assist in reducing the deer
herd.

4 Favor hunterswho hunt during all seasons(i.e., archery, muzzle-
loading, and modern firearms).

4+ Adoptan“earnabuck” program and requirethat at least two
doesbekilled for every antlered buck killed.
For moreinformeation on the Department’s deer management
program(s), pleasevisit the Department’ sWeb siteat www.dgif.vir-
ginia.gov.
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Chronic Wasting
Disease (CWD)

Introduction

CWD isaprogressivebrain and nervous system diseasefound
indeer and elk. Thedisease ultimately resultsin thedesth of the
infected animal. Speciesnaturally infected includeelk, muledesr,
white-tailed deer, black-tailed deer and moose. CWD hasnot been
foundinVirginia; however, the closest areawhere CWD hasbeen
detected isHampshire County, West Virginia. Thereisstrong evi-
denceto suggest that abnormally shaped infectiousproteinscalled
prionsare responsiblefor the disease. Whilethereiscurrently no
evidencethat CWD hasbeen transmitted to humans, the diseaseisa
seriousthrest to Virginia sdeer population.

CWD Surveillance inVirginia

Since 2002, the Department hastested almost 3,000 deer and
elk for CWD. Thisincludes hunter-harvested deer from every coun-
ty inVirginia, road-killed deer, deer exhibiting clinical signsconsis-
tent with CWD (seebelow), aswell ascaptive deer and elk that
havedied of natural causes. CWD hasnot been detectedin all the
valid samplesthat have been tested. Thissamplesizeislarge
enough to give the Department avery high confidencethat, if CWD
ispresentinVirginia thenitisat very low levels.

Targeted Surveillance

Oneof the Department’smain strategiesfor detecting CWD is
to test deer that are showing symptoms of the disease. Inthe early
stages of infections, animalsdo not show any symptoms, and signs
generally do not develop until the deer isapproximately 18 months

OBill Lea
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of age. Theincubation period can rangefrom 12-18 monthsup to 3-
5years. Inthelater stagesof infection animalsbeginto display
abnormal behavior such asstaggering or standing with apoor pos-
ture. Animalsmay carry thehead and earslowered. Inthelater
stages of the diseaseinfected animalsbecome emaciated and
appear in poor body condition (seepicture).

If you see adeer with these symptoms do not attempt to contact,
disturb, kill, or removethe animal. You should accurately document
thelocation of theanimal and immediately contact the Virginia
Department of Gameand Inland Fisheries(VDGIF) at 1-804-367-
1258 or the nearest department office. Arrangementswill be made
toinvestigatethereport if it isdetermined to bewarranted. If you
kill aseverely emaciated deer or adeer that isobvioudly sick, please
aso contact theVDGIF.

CWD Surveillancein 2007

VDGIF will continuewith active surveillancefor CWD in
2007. The Department will be asking for the assistance of huntersin
its CWD surveillanceefforts, by requesting that huntersvoluntarily
submit deer headsfor sampling for CWD. The specific detail swill
be published at alater date. Hunter participationin CWD surveil-
lance effortsisvital. By submitting deer headsfor testing, hunters
will enablethe Department to more quickly and more effectively
monitor for the presence of CWD. Hunterswill be ableto check the
CWD test resultsfor their submitted deer heads on the Depart-
ment’sWeb site at http://www3.dgif.virginia.gov/web/cwdresults.

Carcass Importation Ban

Theprimary objectivein the management of CWD isto prevent
itsspread into new areas. One possiblemode of diseasetransmis-
sionisby theimportation of infected carcasses. Inan effort to
mininizetherisk for disease spread, Virginiaa ong with anumber
of other states, have adopted regul ationsthat prohibit theimporta:
tion of whole carcassesand certain carcass parts of deer and elk har-
vested from statesthat have CWD.

Virginid s carcasstransportation regul ation prohibitstheimpor-
tation or possession of wholedeer carcassesor specified partsof
carcassesoriginating fromastate or Canadian provinceinwhich
CWD hasbeenfoundinfree-ranging or captive deer. Thisincludes
any member of thedeer family Cervidae (including but not limited
towhite-tailed deer, black-tailed deer, mule deer, fallow, axis, and
sikadeer, elk, moose, and caribou).

Statesand provinceswith CWD includeAlberta, Colorado, 11li-
nois, Kansas, Minnesota, Montana, Nebraska, New Mexico, New
York, Oklahoma, Saskatchewan, South Dakota, Utah, West Vir-
ginia, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

Virginid sregulation does providefor theimportation and pos-
session of thefollowing carcass parts:

® Boned out meat that iscut and wrapped (either commercially

or privately).

® Quartersor other portionsof meat with no part of the spinal

column or head attached.

® Hidesand capeswith no headsattached.

® Clean (nomesat or tissueattached) skull plateswith antlers
attached.

® Antlerswith no meat or tissue attached.
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® Upper canineteeth, dsoknown as“buglers,” “whistlers,” or
“ivories.”

® Finished taxidermy products.

A legiblelabel shall beaffixed to packagesor containershold-
ing theallowed carcass partswith thefollowing information: the
speciesof animal, the state or province fromwheretheanimal orig-
inated, and the name and address of the person who killed or owned
theanimal. Any person who importsinto Virginiaany deer carcass
or partsdescribed aboveand isnotified that the animal hastested
positivefor CWD must report thetest resultsto the Department of
Gameand Inland Fisherieswithin 72 hours of receiving the notifi-
cation. Inorder to facilitate the proper disposa of any infected
material, the Department may takeinto possession any imported
carcassor carcass part of ananimdl if theanimal hastested positive
for CWD.

Sincetheseregulationsare continually evalving, it isrecom-
mended that, before hunting, you check the CWD regulationsin
your home state, the statein which you will be hunting, and statesin
whichyouwill travel through en route homefrom your hunting
area. A summary of state-by-state carcasstransportation regulations
isprovided onthe CWD Alliance Web site (www.cwd-info.org)
under the policy/regulation/legidative section.

Deer Feeding Prohibition

Inaddition to preventing theintroduction of the diseaseinto
new areas, itisasoimportant to prohibit or limit activitiesthat may
increasethe spread of the disease onceit hasbeen introduced into
anarea. Activitiesthat concentrate deer such asfeeding or rehabili-
tation of deer may increasetherate of transmission of thedisease.
Please notethat the Department has passed aregulation, effective
July 1, 2006, making it unlawful for any personto distributefood,
minerals, carrion or similar substancesto feed or attract deer from
September 1 through thefirst Saturday in January, both datesinclu-
sive. Thisprohibition doesnot include the planting of wildlifefood
plots.

Further Information

Further information about CWD, the Department’ssurveillance
efforts, the carcassimportation ban, and other regulations can be
found on the Department’ sWeb site at
http://Amww.dgif virginia.gov/hunting/cwd.asp.

ATTENTION:

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a progressive brain and nervous
system disease found in deer and elk thatultimately results indeath.

Whatitis:
Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD) is a progressive

neurological disease found in deer and elk, ultimately
resulting in death. Species known to be susceptible
include elk,moose, mule deer, white-tailed deer, and

black-tailed deer.

What to look for:

Symptoms include abnormal behavior such as
staggering, poor posture, lowered head and ears,
drooling, and emaciation (poor body condition).

What to do:

Do not attempt to contact, disturb, kill or remove the
animal. You should accurately document the location

of the animal and immediately contact the Virginia
Department of Game and Inland Fisheries at

804-367-1258 or one of the listed offices nearest you.
Arrangements will be made to investigate the report.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Blacksburg: 540-961-8304
Farmville: 434-392-9645
Fredericksburg: 540-899-4169
Lynchburg: 434-525-7522
Marion: 276-783-4860
Verona: 540-248-9360
Williamsburg: 804-843-5962

B
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Wild Turkey

by Gary W. Norman, Wild Turkey Project L eader

Gobbler Project Update

Since 2004 the Department has been conducting astudy of
wild turkey gobblersinthe Tidewater and Southwest Mountain
Regionsof thestate. Themain god of the project isto determine
surviva and harvest rates of gobblersinthedifferent regionswhich
havedifferent fall season formats. Additionally, we hopetolearn
more about gobbler homeranges, behavior, and gobbling. Approxi-
mately 35 gobblershave been caught each year a each siteand fit-
ted with radio transmittersand reward leg bands. Department staff
monitor the birds' movementsand survival twice each week using
radio telemetry. Thetransmittersare equipped with amercury
switch that changesthe pulserate of thetransmitter when it
becomesmotionlessfor 8 hours. In effect thisletsusknow if the
bird hasn’'t moved for 8 hoursand islikely dead. After detecting the
“mortality mode,” researcherslocate the carcassand attempt to
determinethe cause of death. Thusfar, natural mortality ratesof
radio marked gobblershasbeen relatively low, with legal harvest
generaly being theleading cause of mortality. Thesedataare also
being combined with datafrom 2 study sitesinWest Virginia. We
areworking cooperatively with theWest VirginiaDivision of Nat-
ural Resourcesto comparesurvival and harvest ratesunder 0, 4, and
6 weeksof fall hunting seasonsin thetwo states.

Inadditiontothesurvival estimates, weare monitoring the
birds movements and have conducted an experiment on some of the
birdsto seewhat effect flushing the birds off aroost would have on
their movement or homerange. Thisexperiment isintended to
replicatewhat many spring huntershavelikely experienced when
they get too closeto agobbling bird at daylight and flushiit off the
roost. Disheartened huntersthat have done thisundoubtedly ques-
tionwhat effectsthiswill have onthebird and wonder (1) will the
gobbler leavethearea, and (2) will scaring him cause him to shut up
and not gobble?We have begun to addressthis scenario by inten-
tionally flushing somebirds off their roost at daylight and monitor-
ing their movementsthe next day totheir next roost site. Wealso
monitor the movements of somebirdsthat are not flushed so they
will serveascontrols. What we havefound has been very interest-
ing and surprising. We vefound that birdsthat are not flushed typi-
cally moved about 992 yards between roost sites. Those birdsthat
wereflushed moved 1,315 yards between roost sites. So theflush-
ing may have had some dight impact on thebirds' movements, but
hunters should take heart that their blunder isprobably not going to
belonglasting. Another interesting aspect we discovered when
conducting thisresearch isthe surprising magnitude of themove-
mentsin general. Some birdsmoved asfar as4,404 yards between
roosts! Clearly thereisalot of shuffling going on at thistimeand
the age of the gobbler may have someimpact on theextent of the
movements. Additionally, the study we conducted wasimmediately
prior to the opening of the spring gobbler season. Thebirdsmay set-
tle down asthe season progresses.

WEe ve also been working with atelemetry company to devel-
op adevicethat will dlow usto monitor thedate and timethat birds
gobble. Thetechnology hasbeen challenging, but it appearswe' ve
been successful devel oping thisgobbling archivetag. Thedevice
fitsaround the bird’sneck and monitors both movement and sounds
the gobbler makes. If the criteriafor movement (head) and sound (gob-
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ble) aremet, then the unit recordsthe date and time of the event. We
hopeto beableto attach 25 of these unitsthisspring and learnmore
about thetiming of gobbling. Weintend to rel ate gobbling to weather
and other variables.

The Department would liketo thank the Virginia State Chapter of
the National Wild Turkey Federation for sponsoring part of the Gobbler
Research Project. Fundsfrom the VirginiaSuper Fund pay thesdary of
oneof thetechniciansworking onthe project. The mgjority of the proj-
ect fundscomesfrom Virginia's Federal Aidin Wildlife Restoration
Programs.

New Brood Reporting System

The Department isinterested in monitoring wild turkey repro-
duction and would liketo encourage everyoneto report any broods
they seeduring the summer months. The brood reporting systemis
new, and broods can be reported on the Department’ sWeb site at
www.dgif.virginia.gov. Youwill be prompted to report the county,
date, and number of hens seen with and without young aswell as
adult gobblers. Monitoring reproduction isan important aspect of
evaluating harvests and popul ation trends. e encourage everyone
to participate. Survey resultsare updated when reportsare made so
we can tell the number of broods seen up to the minute.

Spring Gobbler Youth Hunt

The 2006 specid youth season hunt for spring gobblersresult-
edinaharvest of 341 toms. The 2006 season wasthethird year for
thespecid hunt. The harvest during the 2006 season was higher
than thefirst two seasonswhere 191 and 196 birdsweretaken,
respectively. The season offersagreat opportunity for adultsto
mentor ayoung hunter and sharetheir experience and knowledge
on gobbler hunting and do alittle scouting too.

Spring Gobbler Season Survey

The Department annually conducted asurvey of avid spring
gobbler huntersto monitor gobbling, hunter success, and hunter
atitudes. Last year about 500 hunters participated inthe survey,
which entail sreporting the county hunted, hourshunted and the
number of birdsheard gobbling and harvested. Additionally,
huntersare asked to report their observations of grouse, bear, and
coyotes seen whilehunting. A summary report isprovidedtoall
cooperators; acopy of thequestionnaire and 2006 report isavail-
able on the Department’ sweb site at http://www.dgif.virginia.gov/
wildlifelturkey/sgs2005.pdf. To participatein thesurvey please
contact Gary Norman at Gary.Norman@dgif .virginia.gov or call
540-248-9389.

Bowhunter Survey

Populationlevelsof many wildlife speciesaredifficult to mon-
itor without cong stent reliable data, like harvest datafrom check
stations. To monitor ahost of wildlife species, the Department has
enlisted the help of avid bowhuntersto completean annual survey
of thedifferent wildlife speciesthey seewhilebow hunting. Most of
the speciesinthesurvey lack adequate population data, likethose
that require mandatory checking. Inaddition toimportant big game
specieslike deer, bear, and wild turkey, the bowhuntersreport
observationsof avariety of crittersincluding grouse, squirrels, rac-
coons, and foxes, asexamples. To participatein thesurvey please
contact Gary Norman at Gary.Norman@dgif.virginia.gov or cal
540-248-9389.
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Wild Turkey Feather Collections

The Department requires hunters to check wild
turkeys that are harvested in the fall at Game Check
Stations. Wing and breast feathers are collected
during the checking process. These feathers are used
to determine the age and sex of the harvested bird.
The ratio of juveniles to adult female in the harvest is
used as an index to reproductive success. A ratio of
3 or more juveniles per adult female would indicate a
very successful reprodutive season, whereas much
lower ratios would suggest poor recruitment.

Unfortunately, many times the wrong feathers
are collected and the sample is useless. To help check
stations and hunters identify the correct feathers we
have provided photos and directions below.

Pull the FIRST large wing feather. This fethr should e
approximately 9-12 inches in length.

The first wing feather
on an adult bird is
rounded with white
barring to the tip of
the feather. Juvenile
wing feathers are
pointed and the tip
of the feather does
not have white
barring.

Pull a breast feather
from the CENTER of
the breast. The tips of
breast feathers of male
birds are black where-
as the tips of females
are brown.

photos by Lee Walker

¥
Male Female
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Deer, Bear, Turkey Harvest Information

Deer Bear Turkey
County/City 06/07 5Year 06/07  5Year Fall 5Year Spring 5Year
Avg. Avg. 06/07 Avg. 06 Avg.
Accomack 2720 2678 0 0 0 0 127 102
Albemarle 3910 4730 63 67 37 59 174 179
Alleghany 1772 2140 113 78 86 110 190 202
Amédia 3129 2482 0 0.2 132 144 244 214
Amherst 2658 2937 21 20 61 71 245 255
Appomattox 1488 1273 3 2 59 64 168 145
Augusta 3889 4186 124 86 84 109 256 223
Bath 2696 3334 75 59 a4 0 215 207
Bedford 8215 7519 14 16 157 186 627 596
Bland 2108 2430 30 25 64 98 185 189
Botetourt 3469 3751 62 52 138 178 273 313
Brunswick 2894 2496 1 04 43 71 190 145
Buchanan 442 385 3 2 23 413 236 217
Buckingham 2483 2415 7 7 64 109 168 177
Campbdll 2369 1937 0 1 74 85 245 254
Caradline 3084 3457 0 0 55 86 154 167
Carroll 1708 1566 6 6 60 91 241 252
CharlesCity 2156 1819 0 0 20 21 134 131
Charlotte 2168 1740 0 1 60 81 274 242
Chesapeske 664 732 2 6 0 0 4 3
Chesterfield 1408 1455 0 0 35 a4 128 116
Clarke 1922 1953 2 2 8 10 69 45
Craig 2191 2465 66 41 69 100 213 191
Cul peper 2929 2821 13 9 25 32 88 86
Cumberland 2347 1976 2 1 84 100 193 154
Dickenson 899 807 6 1 40 69 147 165
Dinwiddie 2147 1779 2 04 0 105 224 202
Essex 2413 2182 0 0 24 36 102 102
Fairfax 1326 1025 0 0 2 3 20 8
Fauquier 6464 6957 15 9 38 39 159 134
Floyd 2308 2504 9 4 79 104 268 270
Fluvanna 1655 1684 1 1 50 63 112 121
Franklin 5201 5192 7 4 105 173 539 554
Frederick 3650 4021 5 4 39 60 224 163
Giles 2822 3242 28 25 85 118 235 235
Gloucester 1486 1222 0 0 1 17 158 166
Goochland 2062 2157 0 0.2 83 9 138 126
Grayson 3401 3814 16 9 44 102 312 316
Greene 586 574 30 30 3 4 23 17
Greensville 1712 1569 0 0 41 49 14 124
Halifax 3258 2909 1 04 129 132 336 319
Hanover 2179 2041 0 0.2 35 51 136 141
Henrico 810 881 0 0 16 18 64 a7
Henry 1738 1910 0 04 28 36 224 189
Highland 2358 2932 52 49 29 62 108 102
Iseof Wight 2303 2011 0 0 13 16 248 205
James City 909 965 0 0 2 7 71 70
King & Queen 2443 2151 0 0 67 67 145 149
King George 1473 1325 0 0 3 12 67 76
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Deer Bear Turkey
County/City 06/07 5Year 06/07  5Year Fall 5Year Spring 5Year
Avg. Avg. 06/07 Avg. 06 Avg.
King William 2364 2236 0 0 53 76 119 127
Lancaster 1315 1043 0 0 13 14 146 145
Lee 1408 1549 1 0.2 30 a7 223 223
Loudoun 6627 7067 3 1 24 28 134 121
Louisa 1929 2024 0 0 46 77 138 153
Lunenburg 1615 1369 3 3 33 39 191 143
Madison 1966 1952 89 77 14 18 71 69
Mathews 376 345 0 0 6 6 51 68
Mecklenburg 2092 1810 2 1 37 38 224 221
Middlesex 755 668 0 0 9 9 91 98
Montgomery 2312 2500 10 7 68 96 191 200
Nelson 2282 2454 49 47 K% 53 154 177
New Kent 1862 1735 0 0 12 23 118 119
Newport News 106 185 0 0 0 0 0 0
Northampton 1421 1413 0 0 0 0 71 62
Northumberland 1348 1113 0 0 18 32 201 223
Nottoway 1929 1482 0 0.2 53 a7 11 104
Orange 2489 2457 1 1 26 33 64 69
Page 873 1113 0 83 14 24 105 72
Peatrick 2290 2528 9 5 45 80 298 325
Pittsylvania 4590 4443 3 2 17 166 528 540
Powhatan 1997 1857 0 1 72 95 156 138
Prince Edward 1986 1738 0 04 47 74 157 156
Prince George 1612 1491 0 0 10 17 204 169
PrinceWilliam 1679 1727 0 0.2 10 13 37 45
Pulaski 1811 1914 2 4 49 84 165 158
Rappahannock 1970 1907 47 48 1 20 55 51
Richmond 1760 1411 0 0 13 17 174 202
Roanoke 1386 1463 25 16 35 49 115 121
Rockbridge 2731 3269 69 53 64 120 325 304
Rockingham 3834 4731 162 154 40 67 176 159
Russll 1388 1521 19 8 48 74 161 150
Scott 3950 3847 6 3 138 176 338 370
Shenandoah 4389 5012 91 67 102 120 253 183
Smyth 1982 2034 23 21 44 59 135 142
Southampton 6366 5204 0 0 25 27 426 324
Spotsylvania 1462 1432 0 0 19 29 61 50
Stafford 1190 1243 0 0.2 1 25 64 56
Suffolk 2017 1776 13 13 0 0 161 123
Surry 2827 2373 1 0 14 26 244 213
Sussex 3173 2820 1 0.2 35 42 301 235
Tazewell 2095 2476 37 23 42 62 142 166
VirginiaBeach 490 477 0 1 0 0 0 0
Warren 1527 1653 57 42 15 19 58 51
Washington 1637 1673 22 14 33 58 143 127
Westmoreland 1620 1348 0 0 8 16 193 227
Wise 561 529 4 4 1 28 148 154
Wythe 2530 2691 13 9 43 85 276 263
York 807 699 0 0 8 15 41 40
Total 223198 222331 1633 1327.8 4143 5773 17195 16444
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Small Game

by Patrick Cook
Small Game Project Leader

Rabbits in Virginia

Virginiahasthreerabbit species, but by far the onemost famil-
iar to Virginiansisthe eastern cottontail. It isfound in every county
and abundant in many. Eastern cottontailsmay beencounteredina
variety of habitats, but are most abundant in areascontaininga
mixture of weeds, dense native grasses, and short brush. During the
spring and summer, they feed mainly on herbaceous plantssuch as
clovers, grasses, and broadleaf weeds. Inthewinter, their diet shifts
toinclude morebuds, twigs, and bark. Cottontailsbreed during
February—September and areextremely prolific. Under ideal condi-
tions, two could theoretically multiply into 25in lessthan ayear.
Thisbreeding strategy isneeded to compensatefor very high annual
mortality. Inmost years, 80% or more of adult cottontailsarekilled.
Important predatorsinclude bobcats, foxes, hawks, and owls.
Landownerswishing to increase the number of cottontailsontheir
property must increasethe quantity and quality of cottontall habitat.
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Eastern cottontail; ©Lynda Richardson

A primary objectiveisto provide plenty of escapecover (e.g. black-
berry thickets) in close proximity to feeding areas. For more
information on how to manageyour property for thisspecies,
contact your local DGIF office.

Thereisanother cottontail in Virginia, theAppal achian cotton-
tail. Thisspeciesinhabitsthe mountainous areas of the state. Itis
very smilar in appearanceto the eastern cottontail. The most
distinguishing characteristicisthecolor of aspot betweentheears.
Appalachian cottontailshave adark spot and eastern cottontails
have awhite spot. Much lessisknown about the biology of this
cottontail species, but it isassumed to befairly similar to eastern
cottontails. However, they do seem to require habitat that ismore
heavily dominated by densewoody vegetation such asmountain
laurel and blueberry. They may be displaced by eastern cottontails
where permanent clearing takes placefor pastures, housing devel-
opment, etc.

In southeastern Virginia, we haveyet another rabbit species,
themarshrabbit. The marsh rabbit iseasily distinguished fromthe
other rabbit species. Asitsnameimplies, itisassociated with
wetland habitatsand ismost abundant in the Dismal Swamp. The
marsh rabbit isan excellent swimmer and often divesinto water to
escapefrom predators. Management for thisspeciesincludes
protecting itshabitat and establishing new habitat through wetland
restoration.

All three of these speciesarelegally huntedin Virginia. The
eastern cottontail isthe most commonly pursued because of its
widespread distribution and theinaccessibility of the habitats
occupied by the other two species. Rabbit hunting isquite popular
in Virginia. According to the Department’ slatest hunter survey,
53,000 hunters (23% of total licensed hunters) harvested 295,000
rabbits during the 2004-05 season. Rabbit hunterstypically use
beaglesto jump and runrabbits. If you’ ve never been on arabbit
hunt, you should try it. It isan exciting way to spend aday afield.

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



Furbearers

by MikeFies
Furbearer Project L eader

Introduction

Therearecurrently 13 furbearer specieswith established
populationsinVirginia. Nineof these speciesarelegally defined as
furbearersand 4 speciesare defined asboth furbearersand game
animals. The9furbearer speciesinclude beaver, mink, muskrat,
river otter, opossum, striped skunk, spotted skunk, long-tailed
weasdl, and least weasel. The4 speciesdefined asboth furbearers
and gameanimals (which are hunted) include bobcat, gray fox, red
fox, and raccoon. Two non-nativefur-bearing animalsarelegaly
classified as nuisance species (coyote and nutria) and have acontin-
uous open season. Populations of most furbearer speciesareflour-
ishing and are annually harvested by morethan 1,100 trappersand
40,000 hunters.

Current Pelt Harvest

The number of pelts purchased or brokered by licensed fur
dedlersservesasauseful index of furbearer populationlevels. In
Virginia, thenumber of peltspurchased or brokered by these deal -
ersdecreased from 31,391 in 2004-2005 to 29,317 in 2005-2006
(-6.6%). Fur dealer pelt transactions decreased for raccoon,
muskrat, gray fox, and coyotes. Total pelt transactionsincreased for
all other species. Thetotal number of bobcat and otter pelt transac-
tionsexceeded the 41-year average reported from 1964-2005 by
110% and 72%, respectively. Thetotal number of coyote pelt
transactions exceeded the 13-year average by 185%, asreported by
fur dealersfrom 1993-2005.

Fur pelts purchased or brokered by Virginiafur dedlerswere
valued at approximately $430,307 during the 2005-2006 season.
Therelativevaue of fur purchased during 2005-2006 representsa
20.1% increasein value over the previousreporting year
($358,413), but isonly 3.8% of therecord value ($11,250,675) of
fur peltspurchased during the 1980-1981 season (2005 U.S. dollar
equivaent). Theaveragepricepaid per pelt was $14.68, up 28.5%
fromthe previousyear. Pelt pricesincreased for all speciesexcept
nutriaand river otter.

Ingenera, trapping license salesare highly dependent on fur
prices. However, trapping license salesdecreased 13.5%from
1,329 during 2004-2005 to 1,149 licenses sol d during 2005-2006.
Total trapping license saleswere 78.3% lessthan therecord high of
5,293 trapping licenses sold during 1979-1980 and 62.1% gresater
thantherecord low 709 licenses sold during 1993-1994.

Best Management Practices

Best Management Practices (BMPs) for forestry and agricul-
tura practiceshavebeen around for many years. However, few
peopleredizethat BM Pshave also been devel oped for trapping
many furbearer species. Since 1996, wildlifebiologistsand trap-
pershaveworked together to identify trapsand trapping techniques
that improve efficiency and sdlectivity, aswell asthewelfare of
trapped animals. Morethan 50 types of trapswere evaluated by
trapper/technician teamsin 32 states. Full body necropsieswere
performed by wildlifeveterinariansto assessdifferent types of trap
injuries. Resultsfrom theseresearch projectswere used to develop
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speci es-specific reference guidesthat provide recommendationsfor
the continued improvement of trapsand trapping systems. Sofar,
BMP manuals have been completed for the bobcat, coyote, gray
fox, red fox, opossum, and raccoon. Draft BMPdocumentsarea so
nearing completion for several other species. Using the most effi-
cient and humanetrapsavailablefor each speciesshould increase
acceptance of furbearer management programsby the nontrapping
public. BMPrecommendationswill bevoluntary and incorporated
into trapper education programsthroughout the United States.
Modern, regul ated trapping provides many benefitsto society.
Acceptance of BMPswill helpinsurethat trapping remainsaviable
tool inwildlife management programsin thefuture. A CD withthe
completed BMPdocumentsisavailable free-of-chargefrom the
Department. For additional information about BMPs, pleasevisit
theInternational Association of Fish and WildlifeAgencieswebsite
at http://www.fishwildlife.org/furbearer_bmp.html.

2005-2006 Virginia Furdealer Transactions
and Average Pelt Value.

#Pdts Average
Species Sold or Brokered Pelt Price
Beaver 4,950 $18.57
Bobcat 481 41.04
Coyote 342 16.09
Fox, Gray 2,379 19.13
Fox, Red 2,540 16.44
Mink 559 16.21
Muskrat 8,451 453
Nutria 155 2.95
Opossum 1,219 165
Otter 1,376 100.48
Raccoon 6,670 5.57
Skunk 195 333

Otter Harvest West of the Blue
Ridge, 2006-2007 Season Results

For thefirst timesince 1978, limited otter trapping opportuni-
tieswereavailablein certain countieswest of the Blue Ridge
Mountains(WBR). River otter populationsin thisregion havebeen
steadily increasing and were believed to be sufficient to support a
trapping seasonin the New River, Roanoke River, and JamesRiver
watersheds. Thisnew season allowed trappersto harvest alimited
number of otterswhile providing the Department with biological
information to more accurately assesstheir population status. Trap-
perswerelimited to two otters per season and required to submit the
entire skinned carcass of each otter for biologica evaluation.

The 2006-2007 WBR otter season wasasuccess, thanksto
excellent cooperation by trappers. A total of 66 otterswerelegaly
trapped and their carcasses submitted to Department staff for anay-
ses. Thesex of trapped animalswas 37 malesand 29 females.
Otterswere harvested in 14 of the 15 countiesthat were opento
trapping (all except Pulaski). Thecounty otter harvest (in parenthe-
ses) wasdistributed asfollows: Alleghany (17), Augusta(4), Bath
(2), Bland (2), Botetourt (6), Carrall (4), Craig (2), Floyd (1), Giles
(1), Grayson (8), Montgomery (4), Roanoke (1), Rockbridge (4),
and Wythe (10). Thisnew WBR season continuesduring 2007-
2008. The countiesopento otter trapping areillustrated on page 45.
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2007 - 2008
Quota Hunts

General Information/Application

The Department’s Quota Hunts requires huntersto apply
pre-season and be sel ected by random drawing to hunt waterfowl
and/or big and small game. A non-refundabl e application fee of
$7.50will be applied to each hunt except Radford Deer hunt. The
applicationfeeto apply for the Radford Hunt will be $10.00. A
hunter may apply by mail, telephone or through the Agency Web
siteat www.dgif.virginia.gov. When applying by mail, copy and
fill-out the application on page 68 or 69, or download the applica-
tionfromtheAgency Web site. Mail application to: VirginiaQuota
Hunts, ¢/o CyberData, Inc., Hicksville, New York 11802. Remit
check(s) payableto: CyberData, Inc. When applying by telephone,
please haveyour credit card number available, call betweenthe
hoursof 9:30am. - 4:30 p.m. 1-877-VAHUNTS (1-877-824-
8687).

NOTE: Hunterswill benotified by United Statesmail or email if
selected or not selected for each hunt applied.

Waterfowl

Hogldand WildlifeM anagement Area (WMA)
Series#101

Hunt waterfowl at Hog Idand WMA in Surry County. Hunt
includeshalf day hunting each Saturday during thelast segments of
the general duck season. Hunting partiesare provided ablind, boat
and decoysfor thehunt. Nine(9) huntersare randomly sel ected for
each day of hunting, and selected huntersareallowed two guests.
Limited accessto the arearequireshunters be transported by
Department personnel to their blind location. Dogsare allowed and
recommended.

Note: Huntersmust arrive before’5:00 am. The stand-by drawing
will beconducted at 4:45 am.to assign order for replacing “no
show” dots.

Hunt dates: TBA (to beannounced)
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

PrincessAnneWM A Water fowl Hunts
Series#102

Hunt waterfowl on managed impoundmentsat PrincessAnne
WMA inVirginiaBeach. Hunt includeshalf day hunting each
Wednesday during thelast segments of the genera duck season.
Hunting partiesare provided ablind, boat and decoysfor the hal f
day. Four hunterswill berandomly selected for each day of hunting
and selected huntersare allowed two guests. Dogsaredlowed and
recommended.
Hunt dates: TBA
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

Dutch Gap Conservation AreaWater fowl Hunts
Series#103

Hunt waterfowl on the Dutch Gap Conservation Areain
Chesterfield County. Hunt daysare during thelast two segments of
thewaterfowl season. Each successful applicant will beallowed
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two guests. Three hunterswill berandomly selected for each set of
hunt dates. Hunting isfrom floating blinds at designated blind
stakes. No boats or decoysare provided with thishunt.

Hunt dates: TBA

Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

Tundra Swan Per mit
Series #104

TundraSwan hunting isby permit only. TheAgency will ran-
domly issuethe permitsthrough alottery drawing in October 2007.
Each permit holder will be authorized to take one Tundra Swan
during the season. Thehunt areaislimited to east of U.S. Routel-95
and south of Chopawamsic Creek on the Prince William/ Stafford
County line.

TUNDRA SWAN season: TBA.
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

L akeOrangeWater fowl Hunts
Series#105

Hunt waterfowl on Lake Orange, Orange County. Hunt days
areevery Saturday during thelast two segments of thewaterfowl
season. Each successful pplicant will beallowed two guests. One
hunter will berandomly selected for each hunt date. Hunting will
only beallowed on adesignated section(s) of Lake Orange. Float-
ing blinds, anchored within 50 feet of shore or portable blindswill
bedlowed aong the designated shoreline.

Hunt dates: TBA
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

Dick CrossWM A Water fowl Hunts
Series#106

Hunt waterfowl on designated impoundmentsat Dick Cross
WMA in Mecklenburg County. Hunt daysare every Wednesday
during thelast two segments of the waterfowl season. Two hunters
will berandomly selected for each hunt date. Huntsbegin /2 hour
before sunrise and end a 3:00 p.m. each Wednesday. Selected
huntersmay bring two guests. Hunters must provide decoys. Dogs
aredlowed. Thereareno boat landingsor direct vehicular access
provided. Small boats or canoes may be used but must be transport-
ed onfoot.

Hunt Dates: TBA
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

PrincessAnneWM A Floating Blind Stake
Waterfowl Hunts
Series#107

Hunt waterfowl for half daysonthewaters of Back Bay inthe
City of VirginiaBeach. Thereare 51 floating blind stakes available
for hunting. Drawing order will be randomly selected for each hunt
day prior to the hunting season. Each hunt day, hunters present will
select their blind in the order assigned by the preseason drawing.
Drawingsstart promptly at 5:00 am. Each hunter isallowed
THREE guests. Hunterswho arelate or without adraw number can
participatein astandby drawing starting promptly at 5:15am.
Limited water accessto thearearequiresthat al hunting parties
haveaboat/ float blind and float blind license. All huntersare
required to stop hunting at 1:00 p.m. and haveall decoysretrieved
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and be away from theblind stakesby 2:00 p.m. It isrecommended
that each hunting party visit the hunting areaprior to the seasonto
locate boat access, blind stakes, and scout theareain general. You
must befamiliar withthe areatolocatethe blind stakesbefore
shooting time!

Hunt days: Opening days, Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdaysand
state holidays.

Hunt dates: TBA

Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

Plum TreeNational Wildlife RefugeWater fowl
Hunts
Series#108

Hunt waterfowl for full dayson the Cow Idland Unit of Plum
Treeldand Nationa Wildlife Refugeinthe City of Poquoson.
Hunting isavailablefrom 6 licensed blind | ocations. Hunters select
preferred datesfor two-day hunt packages during thelast two
segmentsof theregular duck season. Each hunter selectedis
allowed 2 guests. Huntersmust providetheir own boat accessto the
refuge, decoys, and hunting gear. Dogsare permitted and encour-
aged. Thenearest boat launch accessto the hunting areaisfromthe
Rens Road Public Boat Ramp in Pogquoson.
M oreinformation: http://mww.fws.gov/northeast/plumtreeis-
land/hunting.html or (804) 829-9020.
Hunt Days. Opening Days, Wednesdays, Saturdaysand Holidays
Hunt dates: TBA
Application due: October 5, 2007

Deer

Hogldand WM A Deer Hunts
Series#201

Archery hunting for white-tailed deer ontheHog Idand WMA
in Surry County during the dateslisted bel ow. A total of seven
huntersare selected for each set of hunt days. Each successful
applicant will bealowed oneguest.
Hunt datesarchery: October (no Sunday hunting) 6 & 8-10,
11-13,15-17, 2007
Applicationsdue: August 31, 2007

Hogldand WM A Deer Hunts
Seriestt 202

Muzzlel oader hunting for white-tailed deer ontheHog Iand
WMA in Surry County during thedateslisted below. A total of
seven huntersare sel ected for each set of hunt days. Each successful
applicant will beallowed oneguest.
Hunt datesmuzzleloader : October 18-20, 22-24, 25-27, 2007
Applicationsdue: August 31, 2007

Hogldand WM A Deer Hunts
Series#203

Firearmshunting for white-tailed deer onthe Hog Iand
WMA in Surry County during the dateslisted below. A total of
seven huntersare selected for each set of hunt days. Each successful
applicant will bealowed oneguest.
Hunt datesfirearm: October 29-31, November 1-3, 2007
Applicationsdue: August 31, 2007

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Mockhornldand WM A Deger Hunts
Series#204

Muzzleloader hunting for white-tailed deer onthe GATR Tract
of Mockhorn Idand WMA in Northampton County during the
dateslisted below. The 365-acre GATR Tract isthemainland
portion of Mockhorn Island WMA on the Eastern Shore. Thistract
isaccessibleby vehicle. A total of two huntersare selected for each
st of hunt dates. Each successful gpplicant will beallowed one
guest.

Hunt datesmuzzleloader : November 3-7 (no Sunday hunting),
November 8-10, November 12-14, November 15-16 (two days

only).
Applicationsdue: August 31, 2007

Back Bay National WildlifeRefugeand False Cape
StatePark Deer and Hog Hunt
Series#205

Firearmshunting for white-tailed deer and feral hogsonthe
Back Bay Nationa Wildlife Refuge and False Cape State Park in
the City of VirginiaBeach for the dateslisted below. A tota of 116
huntersare selected per hunt days. A daily stand-by drawing will be
availableon-sitetofill “no show” dots. Please note: for successful
applicantstherewill be an additional hunt fee of $10.00 to the Back
Bay NWR/ Fa se Cape SPpayable on the day of the hunt. For com-
plete hunt information and zone maps, go to thefollowing Web
sitesbeforeregistering for thishunt: http://mww.fws.gov/back-
bay/hunting.htm or http://www.dcr.virginia.gov/state parkshunt-
ing.shtml
Hunt dates: October 6, 8- 10and 25- 27, 2007 Check Websitesfor
additional dateswhen set.

Application due: August 31, 2007

Rappahannock River Valley National
WildlifeRefuge
Series#206

Archery hunting for white-tailed deer on the Rappahannock
River Valley Nationd Wildlife Refugein Caroline, Essex, King
George, Richmond and Westmorel and countiesfor the dateslisted
below. Hunt tractsinclude: Hutchinson, Thomas (Essex County);
Mothershead (Westmorel and County); Toby’s Point (King George
County); Tayloe, Laurel Grove, Wright (Richmond County); Port
Royal (Caroline County). Please note: for successful applicants
therewill bean additional hunt fee of $50/seasontotheU.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service. Successful applicantswill benotified by U.S.
mail onwhereto mail hunt fee. Applicationsfor unfilled hunt dots
will beaccepted (on awalk-in basisonly) during regular business
hours, October 1 - November 1, 2007.
M oreinfor mation: http://www.fws.gov/northeast/rappahan-
nock/hunting.html or (804) 333-1470.
Hunt datesarchery: October 6 - November 2, 2007 (except Sun-
days)
Application due: August 31, 2007

Only load your firearm
when you are ready

to hunt.
63



Rappahannock River Valley National
WildlifeRefuge
Series#207

Muzzlel oader hunting for white-tailed deer on the Rappahan-
nock River Valley Nationa Wildlife Refugein Essex, King George
and Richmond countiesfor thedateslisted below. Hunt tracts
include: Hutchinson (Essex County); Toby’sPoint (King George
County); Laurel Grove, Tayloe, Wilna, Wright (Richmond Coun-
ty). Applicants may apply for multiple hunt dates. Each successful
applicant will be allowed oneguest. Please note: for successful
applicantstherewill bean additional hunt fee of $10/day per hunter
totheU.S. Fish and Wildlife Service. Successful applicantswill be
notified by U.S. mail on whereto mail hunt fee. Applicationsfor
unfilled hunt dotswill be accepted (on awalk-in basisonly) during
regular businesshours, October 22 - November 9, 2007.

M oreinformation: http://mww.fws.gov/northeast/rappahan-
nock/hunting.html or (804) 333-1470.

Hunt datesmuzzleloader : November 3, 9, 10, 2007
Application due: August 31, 2007

Rappahannock River Valley National
WildlifeRefuge
Series#208

Firearms hunting for white-tailed deer on the Rappahannock
River Valley Nationa Wildlife Refugein Essex, King Georgeand
Richmond countiesfor the dateslisted below. Hunt tractsinclude:
Hutchinson (Essex County); Toby’s Point (King George County);
Laurdl Grove, Tayloe, Wilna, Wright (Richmond County). Appli-
cantsmay apply for multiple hunt dates. Each successful hunter
will bealowed one guest. Please note: for successful applicants
therewill bean additional hunt fee of $10/day per hunter totheU.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service. Successful applicantswill benotified by
U.S. mail onwhereto mail hunt fee. Applicationsfor unfilled hunt
dotswill beaccepted (on awalk-in basisonly) during regular
bus ness hours, October 22 - November 30, 2007.

M oreinformation: http://mww.fws.gov/northeast/rappahan-
nock/hunting.html or (804) 333-1470.

Hunt datesfirearms: November 17, 23, 24, 29, 30, December 1,
2007

Application due: August 31, 2007

Presquile National Wildlife Refuge
Series#209

Firearmshunting for white-tailed deer on the Presquile Nation-
a Wildlife Refugein Chesterfield County for the dates|isted below.
Presguileisanidandinthe JamesRiver near Hopewdll, Virginia.
Huntersmust providetheir own boat accessto theidand and
hunting gear. Boat launch accessto therefugeisfrom Deep Bottom
public boat ramp (Henrico County) or Hopewell Marina(launch
feecollected on site), City of Hopewell. Please note: for successful
applicantstherewill be an additional hunt fee of $10/day per hunter
totheU.S. Fishand Wildlife Service. Successful applicantswill be
notified by U.S. mail onwhereto mail hunt fee.
M oreinformation: http://mww.fws.gov/northeast/presquile/hunt-
ing.html or (804) 829-9020.
Hunt datesfirearms: November 19, 24, 26, 2007
Application due: August 31, 2007
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JamesRiver National WildlifeRefuge
Series#210

Archery hunting for white-tailed deer on the James River National
Wildlife Refugein Prince George County for the dates|isted below.
Please note: for successful applicantstherewill bean additional
hunt fee of $50/season to the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service.
Successful gpplicantswill be notified by U.S. mail onwhereto mail
hunt fee.

Moreinformation:
http:/Aww.fws.gov/northeast/jamesriver/hunting.html or (804)
829-9020.

Hunt datesarchery: October 6-27, 2007 (except Sundays)
Application due: August 31, 2007

Radford Army Ammunition Plant Deer Hunts
Series#211

Hunt quality white-tailed deer at the Radford Army Ammuni-
tion Plant (RAAP) in Pulaski County. Bow hunting and shotgun
hunting areallowed. Huntersand the day they will hunt are selected
by computer drawing. Applicationsarelimited to one hunter per
year. Theapplicationisfound on page 68. A list of “ Frequently
Asked Questions’ (FAQ's) about the Radford Hunt is posted at
www.dgif.virginia.gov; go to Hunting, QuotaHunts. New! Appli-
cantswho aredrawn to hunt will berequired to submit docu-
mentation of abackground check by local law enforcement to
theRadford Army Ammunition Plant. SeeFAQsfor details.
Hunt datesarchery: October 20, November 3
Hunt datesshotgun: November 17, 24, 28, and December 1,5, 8
Applicationsdue: August 31, 2007

Multi-Species WMA Hunts

Cavalier and Dismal Swvamp Tract WM A Hunts
(formerly Dismal Svamp WMA)
Series#301

Hunt white-tailed deer and any other legal game speciesin
season during the General Deer Firearm seasonin the City of
Chesapeake. A total of 40 huntersare sel ected for each set of hunt
dates. Each successful applicant will bealowed oneguest. No
center fireriflespermitted. Note: The Dismal Swamp Tract of the
Cavdier Wildlife Management Areaisaseparate parcel of land and
not to be confused with the Grest Dismal Swamp National Wildlife
Refuge.

Hunt datesfirearm: October 1-6, 8-13, 15-20, 22-27, October 29,
November 3, Nov.5-10, 12-17, 19-24, 26-30.

FeatherfinWMA
Series#302

Hunt any game speciesin season on the Featherfin WMA in
Appomeattox, Buckingham, and Prince Edward Counties. Atotdl of
14 huntersare sel ected for each set of hunt days. Each successful
applicant will be allowed oneguest. Hunter quotarestrictionsdo
not apply on open hunting season dates other than those listed
below. A specid 4-pt. antler ruleis posted and appliesduring all
open deer seasons.

Hunt dates: Nov. 3-7, Nov. 8-10, Nov. 12-14, Nov. 15-17, Nov. 19-
21, Nov. 22-24, Nov. 26-28, Nov. 29-Dec. 1, Dec. 3-5, Dec. 6-8,
Dec. 10-12, Dec. 13-15, Dec. 17-19, Dec. 20-22, Dec. 24-26, Dec.
27-29, Dec. 31-Jan. 2, Jan. 3-5.

Applicationsdue: August 31, 2007



2008 Spring Turkey Hunts

FeatherfinWMA
Series#401

Hunt spring gobblerson the Featherfin WM A in Appomattox,
Buckingham, and Prince Edward Counties. A total of 6 huntersare
selected to hunt during each set of hunt days. Successful applicants
will beentitledtobring 1 guest. April 5, 2008 isayouth turkey
hunting day. Adultsare not permitted to carry firearmson thisday.
Toapply for theY OUTH HUNTING DAY applicantsmust be
licensed adults 18 yearsold or older. The successful applicant may
chaperoneoneyouth 15 yearsof age or younger onApril Sth.
Hunter quotarestrictionsarenot in effect from May 5th-May 17th.
Hunt dates: April 5, 2008 (Youth Day), April 12-16 (no Sunday
hunting), April 17-19, April 21-23, April 24-26, April 28-30, May
1-3.
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

AmdiaWMA
Series#402

Hunt spring gobblersontheAmdiaWMA inAmeliaCounty.
Atotal of 3huntersare selected to hunt during each set of hunt days.
Successful gpplicantswill beentitled to bring 1 guest. April 5, 2008
isayouth turkey hunting day. Adultsare not permitted to carry
firearmsonthisday. Toapply for theY OUTH HUNTING DAY
applicantsmust belicensed adults 18 yearsold or older. The
successful applicant may chaperone oneyouth 15 yearsof ageor
younger onApril 5th. Hunter quotarestrictionsare not in effect
fromMay 5th-May 17th.

Hunt dates: April 5, 2008 (Youth Day), April 12-16 (no Sunday
hunting), April 17-19, April 21-23, April 24-26, April 28-30, May
1-3.

Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007

Mockhorn Idand WM A Spring Turkey Hunts
Series#403

Hunt spring gobblersonthe GATR Tract of Mockhorn Idand
WMA, Northampton County. The GATR Tractisthemainland part
of Mockhorn Idand WMA on the Eastern Shore. A total of one
hunter issel ected for each hunt segment. Each successful applicant
will beallowed two guests. April 5, 2008 isayouth turkey hunting
day. Adultsare not permitted to carry firearmsonthisday. Toapply
fortheY OUTH HUNTING DAY applicantsmust belicensed
adults 18 yearsold or older. The successful applicant may chaper-
oneoneyouth 15 yearsof ageor younger onApril 8. Hunter quota
restrictionsarenot in effect fromMay 5-May 17.

Hunt dates: April 7 (Youth Day), April 12-16 (no Sunday hunt-
ing), April 17-19, April 21-23, April 24-26 , April 28-30, May 1-3.
Applicationsdue: October 5, 2007.
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Bear

Great Dismal Svamp National WildlifeRefuge
Series#501

Shotgun (dugsonly) hunting for black bearson Great Dismal
Swamp Nationa Wildlife Refugein designated areas of the Virginia
portion of therefugefor the dateslisted below. A tota of 50 hunters
will besdected to hunt. Each hunter will be allowed to bring one
guest. A maximum harvest limit of 20 bearsisimposed on thishunt.
Pleasenote: for successful applicantsand their gueststherewill be
an additional hunt fee of : $50 for each hunter (permit holder $50 and
guest $50) toU. S. Fishand Wildlife Service. Successful applicants
will benotified by U.S. mail onwhereto mail thehunt fee.

Hunt dates: November 30, December 1, 2007
Application due: October 6, 2007

Small Game

Dove

New Kent Forestry Center DoveHunts
Series#601

Hunt doveson designated fiel ds at the Department of Forestry
Center in Providence Forge. Hunt dates are opening day, L abor Day
and the second Saturday of the dove season. Twenty hunterswill be
randomly selected for each hunt date. Huntsstart at 12:00 noon and
end at 5:00 p.m. Selected huntersmay bring oneguest. Dogsare
allowed.

Hunt dates: TBA
Application due: August 1, 2007

NOTE: For information on Agency QuotaHuntsgoto:
www.dgif.virginiagov, select Hunting, QuotaHunts.

The Department of Game and Inland Fisheriesreservestheright to
manage hunter accessand hunter use on Department-owned and
controlled lands as deemed appropriate.

Thisprogram received Federal financial assistancein Sport Fish
and/or Wildlife Restoration. Under TitleV1 of the 1964 Civil Rights
Act, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Titlell of the
Americanswith DisabilitiesAct of 1990, theAgeDiscrimination
Actof 1975, Titlel X of the Education Amendmentsof 1972, the
U.S. Department of the Interior prohibitsdiscrimination onthebasis
of race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability. If youbelieve
that you have been discriminated against in any program, activity or
facility asdescribed above, or if you desirefurther information,
pleasewriteto the Officefor Human Resources, U.S. Fishand
Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Room 300, Arlington, VA
22203.
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2007-2008 Managed
Hunts and Workshops

The Department'sManaged Huntsare generally by on-site
random drawingsor by application through thelocal Regiona
Wildlife Office. Hunting opportunities are provided on various
Department Wildlife Management Areas. For information on Man-
aged Hunts, go to theAgency Web site at: www.dgif .virginia.gov,
select Managed Hunts.

Waterfowl

Hog | dand WM A September Water fowl Hunts

Hunt resident Canadageese and teal whenin season each Sat-
urday for half aday on Hog ISand WMA in Surry County. A total of
30 huntersare selected each morning of thehunt. Thehuntis
restricted to youths (15 years of ageand under) and each youth must
be accompanied by alicensed adult (only theyouth may carry a
firearm). Thereareno blinds or decoys provided for these hunts.
Dogsare dlowed and recommended.

Hunt days: Saturdays.
Hunt dates: TBA
Drawing beginspromptly at 5:00 am.

Hog | dand-Youth Waterfowl Day

Thisisan opportunity for 30 youth (15 years of age and under)
to hunt waterfowl ontheHog Idand WMA in Surry County. The
Department in cooperation with Ducks Unlimited will host ayouth
waterfowl! hunting day on October (to be announced Sept. 1, 2007,
seeAgency Web site). Only youths may hunt and carry afirearm.
All youth huntersareto beregistered for thisevent. To register, con-
tact theHog Idand WMA after September 1, 2007 at 757/ 357 -
5224, Activitiesinclude retriever and rocket net demonstrations.
Thereareno blindsor decoys provided for thesehunts. Dogsare
allowed and recommended.

Hunt date: TBA
Huntersto arrivebefore5:00 am.
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Plum Treeldand National WildlifeRefuge- Youth
Waterfowl Day

Youths 15 yearsold and younger areinvited to apply for hunt-
ing permitsat 4 licensed blind locations on the Cow Idand Unit of
Plum Treeldand Nationa Wildlife Refugein the City of Poquoson.
Selected applicants must be accompanied by an adult that hasa
hunting license. Only youthsmay hunt and carry ashotgun. Hunt-
ing partiesof upto 3 people (two adults/oneyouth or one adult/two
youth) and oneretrieving dog are allowed. Participants must pro-
videtheir own boat accessto therefuge, decoys, and hunting gear.
The nearest boat launch accessto the hunting areaisfromthe Rens
Road Public Boat Rampin Poquoson. Call 804-829-9020 after
8am. on Tuesday, October 2nd to register. Only thefirst 4 requests
will beaccepted.
Hunt Date: TBA
PhoneRegistration Begins: 8:00 am., Tuesday, October 2, 2007

PrincessAnneWM A Float Blind September Canada
Goose/Teal Huntsand October Water fowl

Hunt September Canadageese/teal and waterfowl (during the
October waterfowl season) on the PrincessAnne WMA in Virginia
Beach. Thearea's51 float blind stakesare availableto float blind
hunterson afirst come, first served. Huntersarenot allowedtotie
float blindsto stakesbefore5:00 am. Half-day (until 1:00 p.m.)
hunting allowed on Opening Day, Mondays, Wednesdays, Satur-
daysand State Holidays. It isrecommended that each hunting party
visit thehunting areaprior to the season tolocate boat access, blind
stakes, and scout the areain general. You must befamiliar with the
areato|locatethe blind stakes before shooting time.

Dogsare dlowed and recommended.

Hunt days: Opening Day, Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdaysand
State Holidays.

Hunt dates:

September Geese: TBA

September Teal: TBA

October Waterfowl: TBA (No Sunday Hunting)

Huntersmay not tieup to blind stakesuntil 5:00 am.

Lee Walker

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



PrincessAnneWM A Stationary Blind September
Canada Goose/Teal Huntsand October Water fowl

Thisisan opportunity to hunt September Canadageese/teal
and waterfowl! during the October waterfowl season on the Princess
AnneWMA inVirginiaBeach. Thearea sfour blindswill befirst
come, first served. Three-person parties can enjoy ahaf-day (until
1:00 p.m.) hunting on Opening Day, Mondays, Wednesday's, Satur-
daysand State Holidays. Huntersarerequired to park inthe desig-
nated parking areaoff Munden Road.

Hunt days: Opening Day, Mondays, Wednesdays, Saturdaysand
State Holidays.
Hunt dates:

September Geese: TBA

September Ted: TBA

October Waterfowl: TBA (No Sunday Hunting)

Huntersmay not occupy blindsbefore5:00 am.

PrincessAnneWM A L ate Snow GooseHunts

Thisisan opportunity for float blind huntersto hunt snow
geese at the PrincessAnne WMA after thegeneral duck season. The
PrincessAnneblind stakes and impoundments at Back Bay are
availablefor snow goose hunting after the general duck season.
These huntswill be permitted after the general duck season and will
beon afirst come, first served basis. Daily hunting timeswill be
/2 hour before sunriseto sunset.

Season dates. TBA

PrincessAnneWMA - Youth Water fowl Day

Float blind stakeswill be open onafirst come, first served
basisto youths 15 yearsor younger when accompanied by an adult.

The Department will host ayouth waterfowl hunting day in
October (to be announced September 1, 2007, seeAgency Web
site). Only youthsmay hunt and carry afirearm. Youth hunters must
be accompanied by alicensed adult. Depending upon impound-
ment conditionsand number of partici pantsthere may bean option
to useblindson Bead ey and Whitehurst tracts. Thiswill be coordi-
nated at the Trojan club house at 5:00 a.m. onthe hunt day.

Hunt day: TBA
Huntersto arrive promptly at 5:00am.

Hunting Workshops - Deer

The VirginiaDepartment of Gameand Inland Fisherieswill
host a Generations Deer Hunting Workshop on the Occoquan Bay
National Wildlife Refugein Prince William County. For registra-
tion information on workshop dates and times, contact the Freder-
icksburg Regional Officeat (540) 899- 4169.

Workshop date: TBA

www.dgif.virginia.gov

©Ralph Hensley

Hunting Workshops-Squirrel

TheVirginiaDepartment of Gameand Inland Fisherieswill
host asquirrel hunting workshop ontheC. F. PhelpsWildlife
Management Area(WMA), Fauquier County. For registration
information on workshop datesand times, contact the Fredericks-
burg Regional Officeat (540) 899-4169.

Workshop date: TBA

NOTE: For information on Managed Huntsgo to the Agency Web
ste: www.dgif.virginiagov: select Hunting, Managed Hunts.

The Department of Gameand Inland Fisheriesreservestheright to
manage hunter accessand hunter use on Department-owned and
controlled lands as deemed appropriate.

Thisprogram received Federd financia assistancein Sport Fish
and/or Wildlife Restoration. Under TitleV1 of the 1964 Civil
RightsAct, Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, Titlell of
theAmericanswith DisabilitiesAct of 1990, theAge Discrimina-
tionAct of 1975, Title X of the Education Amendmentsof 1972,
theU.S. Department of the Interior prohibitsdiscrimination onthe
basisof race, color, national origin, age, sex, or disability. If you
believethat you have been discriminated against in any program,
activity or facility asdescribed above, or if you desirefurther infor-
mation, pleasewriteto the Officefor Human Resources, U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service, 4040 N. Fairfax Drive, Room 300, Arlington,
VA 22203.
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wiewia ) DEPARTMENT OF GAME & INLAND FISHERIES

wich/) 2007 - 2008 HUNTING SEASON
QUOTA HUNTS

APPLY ONLINE

IT’S
fast
easy!

http://www.vaquotahunts.com

Apply online for the 2007-2008 Quota Hunfs. It’s the fastest and easiest
way! Application fee by credit card payment only. On the internet, go to:
http://www.vaquotahunts.com. NOTE: Applications will be accepted until
close of business on the due date specified for that particular hunt.

or APPLY BY MAIL

o SELECT HUNTS TO APPLY FOR

Check the boxes of the hunts you want to apply for and specify your hunt day preference. Indicate if you are willing to accept any hunt day in the event you do
not win for your hunt day preference. You may apply for each hunt only one fime. Duplicate entries for the same hunt will be disqualified. You may apply
more than once for hunts 205, 207, & 208 but not for the same day and you must fill out separate applications and pay the application fee each time.

# TITLE HUNT DAY PREF. APPLIC. DUE
waterFowL [_] 101 Hog Island Wildlife Management Area (WMA) oa S 10/5/2007
(L1102 Princess Anne WMA Waterfow! Hunts oo e 10/5/2007
(L1103 Dutch Gap Conservation Area Waterfowl Hunts OO  notapplicable 10/5/2007
(L1104 Tundra Swan Permit OO  forthesehunts 10/5/2007
(1105 Lake Orange Waterfowl Hunts || 10/5/2007
(L1106 Dick Cross WMA Waterfowl Hunts oo 10/5/2007
(L1107 Princess Anne WMA Floating Blind Stake Waterfowl Hunts || 10/5/2007
(L1108 Plum Tree Island National Wildlife Refuge Waterfowl Hunts || 10/5/2007
peer [_] 201 Hog Island WMA Deer Hunts (Archery) | 8/31/2007
(L1202 Hog Island WMA Deer Hunts (Muzzleloader) oo 8/31/2007
(L1203 Hog Island WMA Deer Hunts (Firearms) | 8/31/2007
(L1204 Mockhorn Island WMA Deer Hunts (Muzzleloader) oo 8/31/2007
(L1205 Back Bay Natl Wildlife Refuge, False Cape St. Park Deer & Hog Hunt ' = 8/31/2007
(1206 Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge (Archery)? Oct. 6 - Nov. 2 8/31/2007
(1 / plan on bringing a buddy with me fo hunt
(1207 Rappahannock River Valley National Wildlife Refuge (Muzzleloader) ® oo 8/31/2007
(1208 Rappahannock River Valley Natioan| Wildlife Refuge (Firearms)® oo 8/31/2007
(1209 Presquile National Wildlife Refuge (Firearms)® || 8/31/2007
(1210 James River National Wildlife Refuge (Archery)? Oct. 6 - Oct. 27 8/31/2007
mutri-species [_] 301 Cavalier & Dismal Swamp Tract WMA Hunts (formerly dismal swamp wma) || 8/31/2007
WMAHUNTS (7} 302 Featherfin WMA oo 8/31/2007
2007 SPRING [_] 401 Featherfin WMA oo 10/5/2007
TURKEY HUNTS [} 402 Amelia WMA ] 10/5/2007
(1403 Mockhorn Island WMA Spring Turkey Hunts oo 10/5/2007
BEAR [_] 501 Great Dismal Swamp National Wildlife Refuge Nov.30& Dec. 1 OO 10/6/2007
smaLL 6ame [_J 601 New Kent Forestry Center Dove Hunts oo 10/6/2007
For winning applicants of certain hunts there will be an additional hunt fee either payable by mail in advance of the hunt or payable on the day of the
hunt. Information on additional payments will be sent via US Mail with the winning applicants package. See footnofes for corresponding fees.
; $10.00 payable on the day of the hunt
: §57((7))(‘% I;rgyz%zljgogypf"yuui?le by mail in advance of the hunt CONTINUE TO NEXT PAGE )

www.dgif.virginia.gov
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" a«| DEPARTMENT OF GAME & INLAND FISHERIES

9 CALCULATE FEES

# OF HUNTS SELECTED X $7.50 (o) = s

2007 - 2008 HUNTING SEASON QUOTA HUNTS

A non-refundable application fee of $7.50 per hunts
applies. Make check payable to CyberData, Inc.

ENTER THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION

Fill in all fields. Incomplete applications will be disqualified. Please print clearly.

First

M.l

APPLICANT NAME:
Last
MAILING ADDRESS:
Street
City

Daytime Phone#

Evening Phone#

State

Zip Code

Email Address

DATE OF BIRTH:

2007-2008 HUNTING LIC#:(RequIReD)

@ MAIL APPLICATION (WITH FEE) TO:

IMPORTANT:

Virginia Quota Hunts

¢/o CyberData, Inc.

P0. Box 9009

Hicksville, New York 11802

Include a non-refundable application fee of $7.50 for each hunt
applied for. Make check payable to: CyberData, Inc.

Allwinning applicants will be notified by mail or email of their drawing
result. All permits are non-transferable. Guest(s) must be

accompanied by the permit holder.

Application by Phone: Available Monday - Friday (9:30 am - 4:30 pm EST) Call 1-877-VAHUNTS
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Public Ranges

by Glen Askins, Regiona Wildlife Biologist

The Department of Gameand Inland Fisherieshaspublic
sighting- inrangesavailable at the Wil dlife Management Areas
(WMA) listed below. Theserangeswere built to providefacilities
for sportsmento properly sight-in their firearms before going afield
during hunting seasons. All Department public sighting-in ranges
are handicapped accessible. Rangerulesand hours of operation are
prominently posted at each rangeto promote shooting safety and
proper careof thefacilities. No reservationsarerequired and there
areno fees. Shootersarelimited to one hour of shooting whenrange
isfull. Besureto bring your own paper targets, cardboard backing,
clothespinsand tape. Shootersare encouraged to help maintainthe
ranges by packing-out their target material sand brassfor proper
disposal off site. Specific hoursand dates of operation, rangerules,
scheduled closures, travel directionsand other informationis post-
ed ontheAgency Web site at www.dgif.virginia.gov.

NOTE: The Department reservestheright to manageuseand
accessof thesefacilitiesasdeemed appropriate. Thesefacilities
aresubject toemer gency closures.

Also noted below are shooting rangesfound on the George Wash-
ington and Jefferson Nationa Forests.

Department Sighting-In Ranges

AmeiaWildlifeM anagement Area: Six covered bench positions
from 25-100 yardsfor rifle, muzzlel oader and shotgun patterning at
stationary paper targets; areafor clay bird shooting (bring own
thrower and targets); and archery range. Pistol shootingisprohibit-
ed. Genera datesof operation are September 1to March 31.
Rangeisclosed on Mondaysunless otherwise posted. For informa:
tion contact Forest Regiona Office: 434/525-7522.

Chickahominy Wildlife M anagement Area: Ten covered bench
shooting positionsfrom 25-100 yardsfor rifle, muzzlel oader and
shotgun patterning at stationary paper targets. Pistol and clay target
shooting are prohibited. Dates of operation and closurehave
changed from 2006. In addition, pistol shooting isnolonger permit-
ted. General datesof operation are September 1to March 31. With
the exception of state holidaystherangewill be closed on Mondays
for maintenance. For information contact: Charles City Regional
Office; 804/ 829 - 6580.

Clinch Mountain WildlifeM anagement Area: Six covered
bench - rest sationsfrom 25-100 yardsfor rifle, muzzlel oader and
shotgun patterning at stationary paper targets. Pistol and clay target
shooting isprohibited. General dates of operation are September 1
to March 31. With the exception of state holidaystherangewill be
closed on Mondaysfor maintenance. Snow andicemay resultin
temporary range closuresin January, February and March. For
information contact: Marion Regional Office; 276/ 783- 4860.

Gathright WildlifeM anagement Area: Six covered bench - rest

stationsfrom 25-100 yardsfor rifle, muzzlel oader and shotgun pat-
terning at stationary paper targets. Pistol and clay target shootingis
prohibited. General dates of operation are September 1to March

www.dgif.virginia.gov

31. Withthe exception of state holidaystherangewill beclosed on
Mondaysfor maintenance. For information contact: Verona
Regional Office; 540/ 248- 9360.

C. F. PhelpsWildlife M anagement Area: Six covered bench-rest
stationsfrom 25-100 yardsfor rifle, muzzlel oader and shotgun pat-
terning at stationary paper targets. Pistol and clay target shootingis
prohibited. General dates of operation are September 1to March
31. With the exception of state holidaystherangewill be closed on
Mondaysfor maintenance. For information contact: Fredericks-
burg Regiona Office; 540/ 899-41609.

WhiteOak M ountain WildlifeM anagement Area: Six covered
bench positionsfrom 25-100 yardsfor rifle, muzzlel oader and shot-
gun patterning at stationary paper targets. Pistol and clay target
shootingisprohibited. General datesof operation are September 1
to March 31. With the exception of state holidaystherangewill be
closed on Mondaysfor maintenance. For information contact For-
est Regional Office: 434/525-7522.

National Forest Shooting Ranges

TheBlacksburg Shooting Range offerstwo facilities: an 18-posi-
tionrifle/pistol for firing at Sationary targetsand asingle position
shotgun (trap) range. For information contact: Eastern Divide
Ranger Didtrict, 540/ 552- 4641.

TheBath County Shooting Range has 10 covered bench restsfor
shooting 50-100 yards. Pigtals, riflesand shotgunsare dlowed at
stationary targets. Moving targetsare prohibited. For information
contact: Warm Springs Ranger District, 540/ 839-2521.

TheHiteHollow Shooting Rangeisavailablefor rifle, pistol and
shotgun shooting at stationary targets. Moving targetsare prohibit-
ed. For information contact: North River Ranger District, 540/ 432-
0187.

TheLow Moor Shooting Range provides 6 covered riflebench
restsand 3 covered pistol bench rests. Featuresincluderiflerange-
stationary targetsat 50 and 100 yards, and pistol range - stationary
targetsat 25 yards. Moving targets are prohibited. For information
contact: JamesRiver Ranger Didtrict, 540/ 962-2214.

ThePott’s Slope Shooting Rangeis handicapped-accessiblewith
acovered shooting area. Thereareninelanesfor rifleand pistol use
with gtationary targetsat 25, 50 and 100 yards. For information con-
tact: Eastern Divide Ranger District 540/ 552-4641.

TheWest Side Shooting Range provides shooting lanes of various
lengthswith covered shooting benches. For moreinformation con-
tact: North River Ranger District, 540/ 432-0187.

TheWythe Shooting Rangeincludessix 25 yard lanesand four
100-yard lanes. For moreinformation contact: Eastern Divide
Ranger District, 540/ 552-4641.

Whenvisiting theNational Forest, pleaseremember firearms
may bedischarged for target practice only at established shooting
ranges. Discharging afirearmin adevel oped recreation siteisdan-
gerousand prohibited. For moreinformation contact: the George
Washington and Jefferson National Forest Headquartersat 516 Val-
leypointe Parkway, Roanoke, VA. 24019, or call 540/ 265-5100.
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Wildlife Habitat Programs

Landownersareofteninterested inincreasing certainwildlife
speciesontheir properties. For most wildlife species, ahabitat
management plan will need to beimplemented. The Department
has many publicationsthat are agreat resource when determining
how to managefor your speciesof interest. Department biologists
areaso availableto assist you and can be contacted at any of the
Department’soffices. Biologistscan often direct you to aprogram
that will offer financid assistance.

CRP/CREP

The U.S. Department of Agriculture offersavariety of
programsthat can benefit many wildlife speciesby providing
habitat on private lands. The Conservation Reserve Program (CRP)
offer 10-15 year agreementswith annual per acre paymentsand
50% cost shareto establish the habitat. I1tsVirginia Enhancement
(CREP) focuses on streamside plantingsand protection of buffers
onthelower portionsof ag fieldswith smilar agreementsand cost
share. For information on these programs, contact your nearest
USDA servicecenter.

Wetland Restoration

Thereareseverd programsthat offer technica and cost share
assistancefor wetland restoration. Becausethereareusually
permitting and other technical considerations, you should start by
contacting the Department’ sWetlands Project L eader at 804-843-
5962.

Seed Programs

Membersof conservation organi zations such as Quail
Unlimited and the Nationa Wild Turkey Federation may be able

to obtain certain food plot seed at discount rates. Contact your local
chapter officersfor details.

Thereisalist of suppliersof hard-to-find plant materidsonthe
Department’sWeb site, aswell asahost of other information that
you might find helpful.

Virginia's Landowner Incentive
Program

The Landowner Incentive Program (LI P) providesfinancial
andtechnical assistanceto privatelandownersto protect and restore
at risk wildlifein our waterways. Through L | P, Department
biologistsdesign stream restoration projectsthat ownerscan
implement on their land. It payslandowners 75% of conservation
project coststoinstall and maintain stream restoration and riparian
buffer projectsontheir property for aminimum of 10years. LIP
projectsare undertaken to improved degrading lands, reduce
sediment in streams, and improve critica habitatsfor wildlife. For
moreinformation, contact your nearest Department officeand
remember by implementing sound conservation practicestoday,
you can guarantee acleaner world for your children and grand-
children.

Habitat At Home®©

The Department offersaprogram for homeownersto assist
theminimproving their propertiesfor wildlife called Habitat At
Home®. Thisprogram offersinformation onimproving habitat
around homes. Call 804-367-6989 for moreinformation.

Working Together For Our Wildlife

United Eastern VirginiaCoon
HuntersAssociation

The Department is pleased and honored to have the support of numerousnon-

profit conservation organizationsthat are dedicated to wildlife conservation and edu-
cation. Through theinvolvement of thousandsof citizen volunteers, aswell asa
financial commitment to avariety of agency projects, organizationssuch astheones
listed bel ow have supported wildlife conservation effortsthat benefit al Virginia

VirginiaBear HuntersAssociation
www.virginiabearhunters.org

VirginiaBowhuntersAssociation
Www.geocities.com/~vbarchers

sportsmen and women. We encourage everyoneto support these organi zationsand to

become active participantsin one or more of these groups.

VirginiaDeer HuntersAssociation
www.virginiadeerhunters.org

DucksUnlimited Ruffed Grouse Society VirginiaPeni ns_JI quortsmen’s
www.ducks.org www.ruffedgrousesociety.org Association
' . . . WWW.VPSa.0rg
|zaak Welton League of America Sefari Club International Foundation o o
www.iwla.org www.safariclub.org VirginiaTrappersAssociation
. , . . WWW.Virginiatrappers.org
National Wild Turkey Federation Southwest VirginiaCoon Hunters
www.vanwtf.com Federation VirginiaWaterfowlersAssociation
. . L www.vawfa.org
Quail Unlimited Suburban Whitetail Management of
Wwww.qu.org NorthernVirginia Waterfe?le lIJSA
www.waterfowlusa.or
Quality Deer Management WWW.SAVMNV.ComM v g
www.gdma.com Traditional Bowhuntersof Virginia Western VirginiaDeer Hunters
Association
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What Landowners
Should Know

Finding responsible hunters can befrustrating for some
landowners, especidly if they are absentee or do not hunt them-
selves. Thereare benefits of having responsible huntersincluded as
animportant part of thelandowner’swildlife management plan.
Information on locating responsible hunters can befound in several
ways. On page 72 isalist of sportsman conservation organizations
that are dedicated and reputable partnerswith VDGIF in promoting
scientific management, ethics, safety and opportunitiesfor youth,
women and other non-traditional participantsin outdoor sports.
Visit their Web sitesand contact statewide officersor local chapters
and representativesfor leads on memberswho would welcomethe
opportunity to hunt.

Thereare many in-kind benefits of such relationshipsinclud-
ing road maintenance, habitat improvement, security and safety.
Reputable hunt clubsare also hel pful, and |ease fees can offset
property taxes. Locd civic groupslike Ruritansor 4-H Clubs,
sporting goods shopsand other landowners such as participantsin
TreeFarm or Stewardship Programs can be sourcesfor contacts.

Liability

Concern about legdl liahility for recrestionists preventssome
landownersfrom permitting hunting on their property. However,
theVirginiaGeneral Assembly hasaddressed thisconcernin Vir-
giniaCode Section 29.1-509. Amended in 1982, thislaw exempts

|landownerswho provide recrestional opportunitiesto thepublic
from liability for injury or damagesprovided:

® |andowner doesnot chargeafee.

® thereisno grossnegligenceor “willful or maliciousfailureto
guard or warn against adangerous condition, use or structure”

ontheproperty.

The property owner should eliminate obvious hazards such as
openwelsandfalling down buildings, or fence-off and identify
withwarning signsany hazard that cannot be dliminated, suchasa
rock quarry. Thelandowner may wish to consider insuring the
property subject to casuaty and obtain comprehensiveliability
insurance. Thesearerelatively inexpensive additionsto standard
and homeowner insurance policies. Sportsmen can be asked to help
providefinancia or other support inreturnfor permission to usethe
lands.

Fundamentally, sportsmen are responsiblefor their own safety
and for any damagesthey causeto the property of others. Lease
agreementsand individua permit cards (seebelow) providedinthis
Digestinclude codesof ethical conduct whiletheholdersare onthe
property. Furthermore, landowners can require sportsmen to show
proof of insurance. Sportsman insuranceisavailablethrough insur-
ance companiesand national sportsman organizations.

Report Wildlife violations on the
DGIF crimeline by calling:
1-800-237-5712.

AFFIDAVIT

The person whose name and address appears on the
opposite side of this form has promised to use your land
for outdoor recreation in an ethical way.Please read the
signed pledge on the reverse side for specifics.

In deciding whether or not to allow this person to
use your property, please consider that he/she is putting
his/her name and address on the line as assurance that
they will abide by your wishes and conduct themselves
as true sportsmen or sportswomen.

g PERMISSION TO

Hunt, fish, trap, camp, etc.

I hereby grant the person named on the reverse side per-
mission to use my property for the above purpose on
the following dates:

Signed

Landowner

AFFIDAVIT

The person whose name and address appears on the
opposite side of this form has promised to use your land
for outdoor recreation in an ethical way.Please read the
signed pledge on the reverse side for specifics.

In deciding whether or not to allow this person to
use your property, please consider that he/she is putting
his/her name and address on the line as assurance that
they will abide by your wishes and conduct themselves
as true sportsmen or sportswomen.

R PERMISSION TO

Hunt, fish, trap, camp, etc.

I hereby grant the person named on the reverse side per-
mission to use my property for the above purpose on
the following dates:

Signed

Landowner

www.dgif.virginia.gov
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Hunting on Private Property

Trespassviolations, posting property and accessissuesareall
concer nsaffectinglandowner’sconsider ationsfor allowing hunting.
Detailed information on leasing, liability and posting can befound in Exten-
sion Publication#420-035 entitled “ A Landowner’s Guide to Working With
SportsmeninVirginia” AvailableonWeb at
www.ext.vt.edu/pubs/forestry/.html

Huntersare reminded that it isunlawful to hunt on privateproperty
without the per mission of thelandowner and hunters must havethe
permission of thelandowner to track or retrievewounded gameon private
property.

On Posted Property, itisunlawful to hunt without written permission of
thelandowner and ispunishable by afine of up to $2500 and/or 12 months
injail.

L andownersmay post their property by any of the
following methods:

® Usingapaint mark of aluminum color paint consisting of avertical
lineat least twoinchesinwidth and at least eight inchesinlength, no
lessthan threefeet and not more than six feet fromthe ground or
normal water surface and visiblewhen approaching the property.

® Signswhich specifically prohibit hunting, fishing or trespassing on

theproperty.
Property not posted:

Itisunlawful to hunt any unposted property without permission of the

landowner and ispunishable by afineof up to $500.

Name

Address

City St. Zip

Phone { )

Auto License No.

Driver’s License No.

| hereby absolve the landowner of all liability for my per-
son while engaged in recreation on his property.

Signature

e SPORTSMAN’S PLEDGE

In return for the privilege of using
private property, | agree to:

1. Respect the landowner’s property, going only
where he designates and assume liability for my
actions and my person while on this property.

2. Take every precaution against littering and fire.
3. Obey the game, fish, and other wildlife laws.

4. Observe all safety precautions and the traditions
of good sportsmanship.

Signature

Name

Address

City St. Zip

Phone { )

Auto License No.

Driver’s License No.

| hereby absolve the landowner of all liability for my per-
son while engaged in recreation on his property.

Signature

e SPORTSMAN'’S PLEDGE

In return for the privilege of using
private property, | agree to:

1. Respect the landowner’s property, going only
where he designates and assume liability for my
actions and my person while on this property.

2. Take every precaution against littering and fire.
3. Obey the game, fish, and other wildlife laws.

4. Observe all safety precautions and the traditions
of good sportsmanship.

Signature
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Waterfowl/Migratory Game Birds

Seasonsand bag limitsfor ducks, geese, brant, swans, doves, woodcock, rails, snipe, and
other migratory game birds must conform to the frameworks established by theU. S. Fishand
Wildlife Service. In June each year the Department establishesthe seasons on dove, woodcock, snipe,
rail, September Canadagoose, and September teal. InAugust seasonsand bag limits are established
for ducks, geese, brant, and swan. Separate brochureswill be published and are supplementsto this
hunting and trapping digest.

All migratory game bird hunters (whether licensed or
exempt from being licensed) who plan to hunt doves, waterfowl,
rails, woodcock, snipe, coot, gdlinules or moorhensin Virginiamust be registered with the VirginiaHar-
vest Information Program (HIP). HIPisrequired each year, and anew registration number isneeded for
each hunting season. The HIPregistration isfree. To obtain anew HIPnumber, migratory gamebird
hunterscan register on linea www.vahip.com. Thisisthe easiest and fastest way to register. Or call toll
free 1-888-788-9772 to obtain your HIPnumber by phone.

To hunt migratory waterfowl in Virginiapersons 16 yearsand ol der, unlesslicensed exempt, must
have aVirginiaMigratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp. The VirginiaMigratory Waterfowl Conserva:
tion Stamp ismandatory inVirginia. Every person issued the stamp must carry it on his person when hunting or taking any migratory water-
fowl. TheVirginiaMigratory Waterfowl Conservation Stamp isvalid from July 1-June 30, annually. Theannual feefor the stamp is$10.00.
All persons 16 yearsand older are a so required to have acurrent Federal Duck Stamp. Federal duck stampsare availableat most Post
Officesand at the Department Headquartersin Richmond, VA.

Migratory Game Bird huntersare reminded to report all bird bandsto the Fish and Wildlife Service. Over 350,000 ducks, geese, and
swansare banded each year in North Americaof which nearly 3,000 migratory gamebirds are banded herein the Commonweal th. Banding
isanimportant tool for wildlife managersand onewhere huntersplay avital role. By reporting bands, information can be gathered on migra-
tion, ng harvest regul ations and popul ation estimation. Information from banding studies has hel ped biol ogist devel op specific man-
agement strategiesincluding specia hunting seasons, such asthose
for resident Canadageese. Thereporting of bandsisnow even easi-
er. In addition to the 1-800-327-BAND, bands can now be reported
through anew onlinereporting Web page at http://Awww.report-
band.gov/. Please help ushelp you manage migratory gamebirdsin
Virginiaby reporting banded birds.

Moreinformation onwaterfowl and migratory game bird quota
huntsand managed hunts offered by the Department are on pages
6267 of thisdigest.

The New
2008 Virginia Wildlife Calendar
Is Now Available!

It'stime againto purchaseyour copy of the 2008 VirginiaWildlife
Calendar, one of themost informative and beautiful wildlife calendars
inthecountry. No other calendar will giveyou the best timesto go
fishing and hunting, unique natural resourceinformation that will
amaze and educate you, and spectacular wildlife photographsthat
giveyou an up-closelook at Virginia sincrediblewildlife.

The 2008 VirginiaWildlife Calendarsare $10.00 each.
Make checks payableto: Treasurer of Mrginiaand sendtoVirginia
Wildlife Cdendar, PO. Box 11104, Richmond, VA. 23230-1104.
If youwould like to useyour VISA or MasterCard you can order
©Ken Conge! onlineat www.dgif.virginiagov.

Pleasedlow 4-6 weeksfor ddlivery.
Quantitiesarelimited sodon’t wait—or der now!

www.dgif.virginia.gov 75
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Frequently Asked Questions

: Does anon-resident youth under the age of 12 need to

purchase a hunting license in order to huntin Virginia?

: Yes. Non-resident huntersunder theage of 12 are not exempt

from purchasing ahunting license. The State doesprovidea
youth non-resident hunting license at asignificantly reduced
fee. Any hunter under theage of 12 may purchaseahunting
licensewithout taking ahunter education course. A properly
licensed adult must accompany and supervise, within sight, any
youth hunter under age 12.

: My 11 year old resident son bought a hunting license

although he was not required to have one. May he hunt
alone since he has his own hunting license?

: No. A properly licensed adult must accompany and supervise,

within sight, any youth hunter under age 12.

: How much time do | have to checkin a deer or spring

turkey when using the telephone call in check system?

: Whenyoukill any animal that requires checking, you must

check it upon vehicletransport of the carcassor at the conclu-
sion of legal hunting hours, whichever occursfirst and without

unnecessary delay.

: My 11 year old son who does not have a hunting license

killed a deer. Does he have to checkit or should | check it
for him with my license?

. All hunters, youth included, must check their own game (desr,

besr, turkey). Itisunlawful to check gamethat someoneelse
haskilled. A person exempt from license requirements may
check game by telephone using thelast four digitsof their social
security number astheir license number. A person exempt from
licenserequirements may check game at aBig Game Check
Station by advising the station operator that he/sheislicense
exempt. Huntersexempt from purchasing ahunting licenseare
exempt fromvalidating their license upon killing adeer, bear or
turkey, becausethey havenolicense.

: My 15 year old daughterkilled an antlerless deerona

designated either sex day for our county. Is she still
allowed to kill an antlerless deer on a non-designated
either sex day under the Special Youth Antlerless Deer
Regulation?

. Yes. Thisspecid regulation dlowsyouthsage 15 and under to

take oneantlerlessdeer on anon-designated either sex day even
if shehasaready taken an antlerlessdeer on adesignated either
sex day.

: My friend and | plan to hunt spring turkey together. If |

were to kill one first, may | assist him in calling a turkey for
him the same day?

. Yes. Youmay assistin caling aturkey for acompanion hunter if

your firearm/bow isunloaded. After obtaining aseason bag

Q

Q

limit (Fall or Spring) ahunter may assist another hunter, only if
not in possession of afirearm or bow, when the hunt com-
mences.

: Dol need a hunting license just to accompany someone

who s hunting, even ifl don’t carry a weapon?

. If youarealong strictly to observe, then you do not need a

license. However, if you assist the hunter then you would need
alicense appropriatefor whatever gameanimal that isbeing
hunted.

: May |l use arifle to hunt deer in a county where | see

nothing mentioned about use of arifle for hunting deer
in the Local Firearms Ordinances, Laws and Regulations
Section on page 23?

: Somecitiesand townshaveloca firearm ordinancesthat are not

listedinthispamphlet. If alocality listedinthe Locd Firearms
Ordinance Sectionissilent with respect tothe use of ariflefor
deer hunting, then the statewiderequirementsapply. If you are
unsure, contact alocal official for thejurisdictionwhereyou
planto hunt.

: Can | hunt coyotes at night?
: Yes. Coyotesarelisted as” nuisance species,” and thelaw states

that nuisance speciesmay be hunted at night.

: Can | hunt coyotes on Sunday?
: No. Nuisance speciesare specifically prohibited from being

hunted on Sundays.

: May | take amuzzleloader and a shotgun with me when

deer hunting?

: If hunting deer during the Special Muzzleloader Season, itis

illegal to possessashotgun. If hunting during the general
firearms season for deer and the county being hunted doesnot
specificaly prohibit the use of muzzleloadersduring genera
firearms season for deer, then both firearms can be carried and
possessed inthefield.

: Ilost my hunter education certificate. Where may | obtain

aduplicate certificate?

: Call 1-877-486-8338.

: How close to a public road may I legally hunt?
: Itisillegal to dischargeafirearm, crossbow, or bow and arrow

into, across, or within, theright-of-way of any publicroad.
Somelocalitieshaveadditional restrictionson hunting near a
public road, seelocal Firearms Ordinances on page 23.

: How can I report agame law violation?
. Law violationsmay be anonymousdly reported to 1-800-237-

5712 or viae-mail at wildcrime@dgif.virginiagov

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia
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Q

: I purchased aVirginia lifetime hunting license two years

ago and have since moved to North Carolinaandama
resident there. | plan to hunt deer in Virginia this fall on
private land. What licenses will I need?

> Your lifetime hunting licenseisstill valid. Youwill berequired

to purchaseaNonresident Bear, Deer, Turkey Licenseand any
other applicable non-resident licenses such asarchery, cross-
bow, or muzzleloader.

: Doyou have alist of shooting preserves?
. Yes. TheShooting Preservelistisfound ontheVDGIF Web

Ste. Thelist canalso be obtained by contacting theVDGIF
Centrd Office, 804-367-1000.

: Iknow | don’t need a hunting license to hunt on my own

land, but what about the muzzleloader license, archery
license, or any other licenses | am required to buy?

. For those exempt from license requirementsto hunt on family

land, the only two licenserequirementsare aFederal Waterfowl
Stamp, if hunting waterfowl, and Bonus Deer Permiits, to
exceed the season bag limit for deer.

: Canlusea.22 caliberrifle or pistol to hunt turkeys?
. Yes! Youmay useany caliber rifleor pistol to hunt during fall or

spring turkey seasons, except where prohibited by local coun-
ty/city ordinance (seepage 23).

: My son purchased a”Youth Combination License” and

later turned 16 during the hunting season. Is his license
still valid following his 16th birthday?

: Yes! His*Youth Combination License” isvalid for theremain-

der of thecurrent licenseyear.

: May | use a muzzleloader or bow during the firearms deer

season?

. Yes, except wherelocal ordinancesprohibit their use. (Seepage

23for Loca Ordinances).

: lam a non-resident owning land and paying property

taxesinVirginia. Am | entitled to purchase aresident
hunting license?

: No. However, non-resident landownersare not required to pur-

chaseahunting licenseto hunt ontheir property inVirginia.
(Refer to page 5, Hunting Licensesand Permits).

: May I sightin my gun or target practice on public land?
: Target practiceand sighting-inisallowed only on devel oped

sighting-inranges, which arelocated only on specific WMASs
and Nationd Forest Lands. (Seepage 71 for specificinforma
tion).

: How close to a residence may I legally hunt?
: Thereisno statelaw that prescribesadistance requirement.

However, loca county/city ordinancesmay requireaspecific
distance. Contact alocal county/city officia for thisinforma-
tion. Alwaysuse courtesy and commonsense.

www.dgif.virginia.gov

: Are wildlife food plots and other plantings allowed under

the new law that prohibits feeding deer from September
1 through January 6?

. Yes, plantingsof any typearelegal. Itisacceptablewildlife

management to plant to provide enhanced food and cover for
wildlife.

: Are attractant scents for deer considered bait?
: No, scentsare not ingested by the mouth or tongue asafood or

st.

: My compound bow has a device attached which will hold

the string in the full draw position until released without
me having to hold back the string with my arm.ls this bow
considered a compound bow or crossbow for licensing
purposes?

: Thebow configured in thismanner would beconsideredtobea

crosshow and, if used during an archery season, would require
the hunter to have acrossbow license.

: My 13 year old son will be hunting on my property this

hunting season. I know he does not need a hunting
license while hunting my property but does he need to
take the hunter safety course when hunting my proper-
ty?

: No. Thesonwould not need to take the hunter safety courseto

hunt your property whereheislicense exempt. However, if he
hunted on property other than your property whereahunting
licensewould berequired, then hewould need to take ahunter
safety classin order to purchasethelicenseand hunt.

: My county prohibits the use of arifle larger than a .22 rim-

fire.Canluse a.204 center firerifle as it is a smaller caliber
thana.22?

: The.204 would not belegal inyour county. The .22 rimfire des-

ignation restricts both the caliber and the powder load with the
word rimfire. The.204 isacenterfire.

: May | hunt with a muzzleloader and a bow when the

Archery and Muzzleloading seasons overlap?

: No. If both the Archery and Muzzlel oader seasonsoverlap, you

may not have both weaponsin your possession whilehunting.

: Thefall turkey season overlaps with the Muzzleloader

Deer Season.l would like to carry a muzzleloader for deer
and a shotgun for turkey.Can | carry both firearms since
both seasons are open at the same time?

: No. When the Muzzl el oader Season isopen you cannot carry a

shotgun and amuzzleloader at the sametimeinthefield while
hunting. Inthiscaseyou could legally carry oneor the other
firearmsbut not both. The other firearm could beleft inyour
vehicleuntil needed.
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Hunters for the Hungry

Our 2007 Goal - 360,000 pounds
Will you help us reach our goal by donating venison
and/or dollars?

Huntersfor the Hungry receives donated deer from successful hunters. Fundsareraised to cover the costsof pro-
fessional processing. Thevenisonisdistributed to the needy acrossthe state.

Thispast season 356,054 pounds of venison wasdistributed. Over 3million poundsor 12 million servingsof veni-
son havebeen distributed in Virginiasince 1991.

Each $40.00 contribution allows usto accept another deer. Every dollar donated aids our effort to combat hunger
and promotethetradition of hunting. Hunters donating an entire deer are not required to pay any part of the processing
fee.

Legidation waspassed in 2003 in honor of Huntersfor the Hungry founder, David Horne. The David Horne
Hunger Relief Bill givesyou the opportunity to donate $2.00 to the Huntersfor the Hungry program whenyou purchase
your hunting license. One hundred percent of your donation will goto providing

venisonto the hungry.

You can makeadifferenceto the hungry and to thefuture of huntingin E -
Virginia. For additional information call 1-800-352-HUNT (4868), or 32.00 DONATION
e-mail: hunt4hungry @cs.com, or visit theWeb siteat HUNTERS FORTHE
www.h4hungry.org or writeto PO. Box 304, Big Idand, VA 24526. HUNGRY

Special Offer To Hunters

Subscribe to Virginia Wildlife Magazine
[ ] 7 issues-$7.00 (] 21 issues-$21.00 (Best Offer) [ | New [ ] Renewal

Name

Address

City State Zip

Make checks payable to the: Treasurer of Virginia
Send orders to:Virginia Wildlife Magazine, Department of Game and Inland Fisheries
PO. Box | 1104, Richmond,VA 23230
or

call 1-800-710-9369 and mention code J6HF

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



sunrise and Sunset Timetable
Richmond, Virginia

Sunrise-sunset times below are Eastern Standard Time
Add one hour for Daylight Saving Time, if and when in use.

JULY AUG SEPT OCT NoOVv DEC JAN FEB MAR APR MAY JUNE
Day Rise Set Rise Set  Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise  Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set Rise Set  Rise Set Rise Set

@m) (pm) @m) (pm) @m) (pm) @m) (pm) @m) (pm) @m) (Em) @m) (pm) @m)(Em) @m)(Em) @m) Em) @m) (pm) (@m) (pm)
452 735 504 7:18 540 €39 605 753 635 502 706 452 725 502 7:04 533 641 604 555 633 5:04 700 450 7:26

|

2 453 735 5:14 7:17 541 638 6:06 552 6:36 51 7:06 452 725 503 7:13 534 639 605 553 6:34 513 70l 450 7:26
3 453 735 5:15 7:16 542 636 607 550 637 510 707 452 725 5:.04 7:12 536 638 6:06 552 638 5102 7:02 449 727
4 454 735 5:16 7:15 542 635 608 549 638 509 708 451 725 505 711 537 636 607 550 636 51 7:03 449 728
5 454 734 5:17 7:14 543 633 609 547 639 508 709 451 725 505 7:10 538 635 6:08 549 637 510 7:04 449 728
6 455 734 5:18 7:13 544 632 609 546 640 507 7:10 451 725 506 709 539 634 609 547 638 509 7:05 449 729
7 455 734 519 7:12 545 630 610 544 641 506 7:11 451 725 507 708 540 632 6:10 546 638 508 7:06 449 729
8 456 734 520 7:11 546 629 61l 543 642 505 7:12 451 725 5.08 707 541 631 611 544 639 507 7:07 448 730
9 457 733 520 7:10 547 627 612 542 643 504 7:13 451 725 509 706 542 629 6:102 543 640 5:06 7:07 448 7:30
10 457 733 521 709 547 626 613 540 644 503 7:13 452 725 510 705 543 628 6:13 541 641 505 7:08 448 73l

Il 458 7:33 522 707 548 624 6:14 539 645 502 7:14 452 725 51 704 544 626 6:14 540 6:42 5:04 7:09 448 731
12 459 732 523 706 549 623 615 537 646 501 7:15 452 724 512 703 545 625 6:15 539 643 503 7:10 448 7:32
13 459 7:32 524 705 550 621 616 536 647 501 7:16 452 724 513 702 547 623 6:116 537 644 502 7:11 448 7:32
14 500 731 525 704 551 620 6:17 534 648 500 7:16 452 724 514 701 548 622 6:17 536 6:45 501 7:12 4:48 7:33
15 501 731 525 703 552 6:18 6:18 533 6149 459 7117 453 724 515 700 549 620 6:18 534 6:46 500 7:13 448 7:33

16 501 7:30 526 701 552 6:17 619 532 650 459 7:18 453 723 516 659 550 619 6:18 533 6:47 459 7:14 448 7:33
17 502 7:30 527 7.00 553 6:15 620 530 651 458 7:18 453 723 5:07 657 551 617 6:19 532 6:48 459 7:14 448 7:34
18 503 7:29 528 659 5:54 6:13 621 529 652 457 7119 454 723 518 656 552 616 620 530 6:48 458 7:15 448 7:34
19 503 7:28 529 657 555 6:12 622 528 6:53 457 720 454 722 5109 655 553 614 621 529 649 457 7:6 449 7:34
20 5:04 728 530 656 5:56 6:10 622 526 6:55 4:56 720 455 722 520 654 554 613 622 528 650 456 7:17 449 7:34

21 505 727 531 655 557 608 623 525 6:56 455 721 455 721 521 653 555 6l 623 526 651 456 7:18 449 7:34
22 506 727 531 653 557 607 624 524 657 455 721 455 721 522 651 556 610 624 525 652 455 7:18 4:49 7:35
23 5:06 726 532 652 558 606 625 522 6:58 455 722 456 720 523 650 557 608 625 524 653 454 7:19 450 7:35
24 507 725 533 651 559 604 626 521 659 454 722 457 720 525 649 558 607 626 522 654 454 720 450 7:35
25 508 724 534 649 600 603 627 520 7:00 4:54 723 457 7:19 526 647 559 605 627 521 655 453 721 450 7:35

26 5:09 724 535 648 601 601 628 519 7:01 453 723 458 7:18 527 646 6:00 604 628 520 6:56 453 722 450 7:35
27 509 723 536 647 602 600 629 5:18 7:02 453 723 458 7:18 528 645 6:01 602 629 519 657 452 722 451 7:35
28 510 722 537 645 6:02 558 630 5:16 7:03 453 724 459 7:17 529 643 602 601 629 518 658 452 7:23 451 7:35
29 5l 721 537 644 603 556 631 515 7:04 452 724 500 7:16 530 6:42 6:03 559 6:30 5:16 6:58 451 724 452 7:35
30 512 720 5:38 642 6:04 555 632 5:14 7:05 452 724 501 7:5 531 558 631 515 6:59 451 724 452 7:35

31 513 719 5:39 64l 6:33 5:13 724 502 7:15 532 5:56 6:32 4:50 725

Apply corrections below to Richmond sunrise-sunset times
to obtain official times at other Virginia locations.

Location Correction Location Correction
Newport News -5 minutes Bristol +19 minutes
Norfolk -5 minutes Cape Charles -6 minutes
Roanoke +10 minutes Charlottesville +4 minutes
Tazewell +16 minutes Chincoteague -8 minutes
Williamsburg -3 minutes Danville +8 minutes
Winchester +3 minutes Fredericksburg 0 minutes

www.dgif.virginia.gov
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To ReportViolations
call 1-800-237-5712 or
e-mail:wildcrime@dgif.virginia.gov

A gamewarden can aso bereached by calling your local Sheriff’sOfficeor Police
Department. When reporting try to get asmuch information aspossible, such as.

What happened.

Wheredidit happen; beas specificaspossible

Who wasinvolved; describe persons (namesif known), vehicles(license numbers
arecrucid), and names of other witnesses.

When didit happen.

Don’t allow the actions of a few outlaws tarnish the
reputation of Virginia’s sportsmen!

\“RG IN Iq

Department of Game
& Inland Fisheries,

www.dgif.virginia.gov

Hunting and Trapping in Virginia



